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PREFACE. 



I HE Tkjign ef the following 
Trtatife, is to ii^erm the 
Ptih/ici if tie TranfaHions 
if the Society for Propa- 
gating the Gofpel ; tbeir EftabUJhment, 
Lahmrs, and Suuefs. 'tbis Jccomit is 
compiled from Tapers, tranfmitted to the 
Society, hy Governors of Colonies, or Ter- 
fms ^Note abroad i or from Congregations 
if "People, and the Miffionaries in the 
plantations, "tbefe are commonly re- 
ferred to, or cited in the 'Body of the 
^reatife, and the original "Papers may be 
Jim feen, being mm in the Society's Ca- 
ftedf ) tier doth there appear any Reafon 
to quefiion their Veracity, and ftffcient 
Exalhefs in all material "Points. Some 
" A » fliort 
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Jhort J c counts of the Society's Proceedings y 
have been Annual^ printed ; hut as thefc 
could gi've the Keader but a very imper-* 

fe6i Idea of the whole Trogrefs in this 
Work^ it hath been now thought conve- 
nient to give a general View of the Soci- 
ety s Labours ; becaufe fo great and fo 
religious a Tiefign^ feemed only to want its 
being better underftoody in order to its be- 
ing more encouraged. 

T'he End propofed is of the higheji 
Importance ; the Propagation (f the Chri- 
Jiian Faithy and the Salvation of Mens 
Souls. And the ferious Keader muft be 
much affeUed with the Endeavours of 
the Society y towards planting Keligion and 
VirtuCy and the due ordering the Life 
and Manners of a numerous Teople fpread 
over exceeding large Countries : efpeciallyy 
when it is remembredy that the Trinci^ 
pies implanted in the prefent Teopky will 
influence future Generations ; and tho the 
prefent Age is greatly indebted to this So- 
ciety y their Tofterity will be exceedingly 
more fo. 

It is hoped the Reader y upon peru- 
fing the following Taper Sy wiU find 
Caufe to be much pleafed with the un^ 

ex- 
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expeUed Succefs of fo gceat a Work. Bf- 
pecially if it is confidered^ that this So- 
ciety bath no puhlick Income or Ret'enue. 
I'bis good Work was at fir ft fupported by 
the voluntary Subfcriptions of the Mem- 
hers of the Society^ and hath heeH ever 
Jfnce carried on by their Contributions^ 
and the cafual Thnations of numy other 
worthy Terfons. The Support of this T)e- 
fign muft therefore be afcribed whollv to 
that good Travidencoy which hath in- 
fluenced fuch Religious and Honourable 
^erfons to become unforefeen Patrons, and 
many of them {thrd theii Concealment of 
their Names^ unknown Benefadors to 
this Charity. 

T!be fame good 'Providence bath brought 
down upon it the peculiar Favour of our 
Princes. Qi^en MARY by berSounty 
gave the chief Occafion to the Kife (f this 
Society y King WILLIAM Eftabii/hed ity 
J^een ANNE Encouraged it, and His 
late Maj^y King GEORGE fupported 
it : For when the Society's Fund was al- 
mtft exbaufted, an bumble Reprefentation 
cf this Matter y from the Society ^ was laid 
before His late Maj^^ tf happy Memory y 
by bis Grace the prejent j^cbbifhop qf 
Canterbury, tbe moji worthy Trefident of 

A 3 this 
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this Society : and His Majefly was gra- 
cioujly pkafed to grant his Royal Letters 
for a pubitck CoUeUion^ to enable the Se- 
ciety to carry on fo pious a Work, *tbe 
Society have ftiil increafing Views of Sue- 
cefs in their Labours, thro the Favottr 
and ProteBion tf His Majefty, note bap- 
pify Reigning, from his known Zeal for 
the Troteflant Religion, and Royal Care 
for the Colonies, fo confiderable a Sranch 
cf the htitifh Monarchy* 

It is necejpary to remark here, T%at no 
Notice is taken in the folkwing Account 
of the late General CodringtonV Kobk 
T^quefi to the Society, of two 'Plantations 
in the IJland of Barbadoes, producing a 
very confiderable yearly Income : Secauje 
that EJiate is net applicable to the gene^ 
ral Ufes of the Society, fuch as the Jupport' 
ing (f Miffionaries, Catechifls, and School- 
mafiers; but is appropriated to particular 
Vfes, mentioned in the late General Co- 
drington'i Will- The only Intent tf the 
followit^ *treatifg is to acquaint the Tub- 
lick with the Society's Endeavours to* 
wards fettling Religion in the Colonies on 
the Continent of AmericR. Whereas in 
the Management of the 'Plantations be^ 

queathed 
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•fueathed h) General Codrington; tiny 
aB mly as Trtifieet j tby base ahreaif 
made a cenfiderabh ¥rogrtft in the He^ 
fign dtreOed Jy the Qeneratt JfVl, and 
hope in due time to cempkat it j and it 
mg then U preper te give the TutSct a 
particular Jcamut eSit. 
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lILLIAM die Third, 
by the Grace of GOD, 
of England, Scotland, 
France, and Ireland, 
King, Defender of the 
Faith, Ox. To all Chriftian People 
to whom thefe PrefenB fliall come. 
Greeting. 

I. Whereas We are credibly In- 
formed, That in many of Our Plan- 
tations, Colonies and Faftories be- 
yond the Seas, belonging to Our 
Kingdom of England, die Provifion 
for Minifters is very mean, ^d ma- 
ny others of our faid Plantations, Co- 
lonies and Failories, are wholly De- 
ftitute and Unprovided of a Main- 
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tenance for Minifters, and the Publick 
Worfliip of God ; and for lack of Sup- 
port and Maintenance for fuch, many 
of our Loving Subjedts dp want the 
Adminiftration of God's Word and 
Sacraments, and feem to be abando- 
ned to Atheifm and Infidelity ; and 
alfo for want of Learned and Ortho- 
dox Minifters to inftru6t our faid Lov- 
ing Subjects in the Principles of True 
Religion, divers Romifh Priefls and 
Jefuits are the more encouraged to 
pervert and draw over Our (aid 
Loving Subjeds to Popifli Superfliti- 
on and Idolatry. 
That a Main^ U* And whcrcas We think it our 
irortLdox ^"ty> ^^ much as in Us lies, to pro- 
ciergy, and o- mote thc Glory of God, by the In- 
maybe made ftruftiou of Our Pcople iu the Chrif- 
pTgarion of tiau RcHgion : and that it will be high- 
*the%tti^ty conducive for accomplifhing thofe 
ons beyond Euds, that a fufficieut Maintenance be 

tiic Sea 

provided for an Orthodox Clergy to 
live amongft them,and that fuch other 
Provifion be made as may be necefla- 
ry for the Propagation of the Gofpel 
in thofe Parts, 

in. And 



The Charter. XVU 

III. And whereas we have been - 
well affured, That if We would be 
gracioufly pleafed to ered and fettle 

a Corporation for the receiving, ma- 
naging and difpofing of the Charity 
of Our loving Subjedis, divers Perfons 
would be Induced to extend their Cha- 
rity to the Ufes and Purpoles aforefaidj^ 

IV. Know ye therefore, That We . 
have, for the Conliderations aforefaid, inrorp(»Ltes 
and for the better and more orderly car- Sp ^*^ci- 
rying on the faid CharitablePurpofcs,of '^^*7 ^^93 
Our {pecial Grace, certain Knowledge, Name of, m 
and mere Motion, Willed, Ordained, /'r»//»f'»ft«» «/ 
Conitituted and Appointed, and hyF<^e^p4rt" 
thefe Prefents, for Us, Our Heirs and 
SucceiTors, DoWill,Ordain, Conftitute, 
Declare and Grant, That the moftRe-* 
verend Fathers in God, Thomas Lord 
Archbifhop o( Canterbury, 3nd John Lord 
Archbiihop of 7ork^ ; the Right Reve- 
rend Fathers inGodjHwry Lord Biihop 

of Londotty William Lord Bifhop offVor" 
ceftery Our Lord Almoner, Simon Lord 
Bifliop of Eljf Thomas Lord Biihop of 
^chefier. Dean of Weftmtnfter ; and the 
Lords Archbifhops bf Canterbury and 

a Tork, 
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Xork) the Bifhops of Londm and H/y, 
the Lord Almoner and Dean of Wefi- 
minfter for the time being; Ettward 
Lord Bifhop of Giouceftery John Lord 
Biflibp of Chichefter, likhoUshorA Bi- 
fliop of Cbefter, ^hard Lord Bifhop 
of Sdth and WeOs, Humphrey Lord Bi- 
fliop of Bangor, J9hn Mmtague Dodor 
of Divinity, Clerk of our Clofet, fPi'ffi- 
am Sherlock^o&or of Divinity, Dean 
of St. fa«l\ WtHiarn Stanley Dodor of 
Divinity, Arch-Deacon of Londm, and 
the Clerk of the Clofet, of Us, Our 
Heirs and Succeflbrs ; the Dean of St. 
fPauts and Arch-Deacon of London for 
the time being; the two ^pus and 
two Margaret Profeflbrs of Divinity of 
both Our Univerfities, for the time 
being $ Thomas Earl ofThanetj Thomas 
Lord Vifcount Weymouth, Francis Lord 
Guilford, William Lord Dighy^ Sir Thomas 
cJies of ®Mf //, Sir ^hard ^ulkhy ^^ 
John Thilipps, and Sir Arthur Omen, Ba- 
ronets ; Sir Humphry Mackporth, SkWil' 
- Uam frichard. Sir William ^Jfet, Sir Ed" 
mund Turner, Sir WiUiamHujtkr, Sir John 
Chardin, and Sir ^chard Black?iore, Kts. 

John 



_ / 

The Charter, XlK 

John HookJEiq ; Serjeant at Law, George 
Hooper Doftor of- Divinity, Dean of 
Canterhuryy Georgt 'Sooth Dodor of Di- 
vinity, Arch-Deacon of Durham, Sir 
George Wheeler, Prebendary of Durham, 
WiSiam ^€veriige Dodor of Divinity, 
Arch-Deacon of CoUhe/ter, Sir WdUam 
Dawes Baronet, Thomas Mamtingham, 
Edward Gee, Thomas Lynfordy Kathaniel 
<I(eshury, Offspring &ackha% George Stan- 
hope, Wtttiam Hafley, and Richard mSis^ 
Doctors of Divinity, and Our Cha|)- 
lains in Ordinary 3 John MapUtoftf Zof 
cheus Ifham, John DaVts, WtUi4int Laneaf* 
ter, Humphrey Hodef, ^chard Lucas^ 
John Bvans, Thomas ^ay, John Gafcarth 
Whae ^emett, UUy <ButUf, Jofiah Wood- 
ward, Dodors in Divinity ; Gideon Haf" 
>ey, and Frederick, SUre, Dodors of 
Pnyfick; <f^wiand Cotton, Thomas Jer^ 
>ois, Mojinard Cokhtfttr, James Vernon 
Junior, Jofe^ Heat, Grey NevU, Thomas 
Clerks, Teter ^ing, ^ck.,JohnCo>' 

minsy Wtltiam Meintouth, 7ho. ^romfield, 
John 9(eynoids, Dutton Seaman, Whitkck, 
Sulftrode, Samuel 'Brewf ter, John Cham^ 
htrlain, ^Hard ^gi and Daniel 

a 2 HicoU 
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NicoD, Efqs; Benjamin Lawdell, John 
Trimmer, Charles Toriano, and John Hod' 
ges^ Merchants ; William Fleetwood, Wil^ 
Ham Whitfieldy and Samuel 'Bradfordy 
Mailers of Arts, and Our Chaplains in 
Ordinary j Tho. Little^ Batchelor in Di- 
vinity ; 'Tho, StattiOy Henry AUham, WiBi- 
am JJoydy Henry Shute^ Tho. Franks and 
William hfeckgn. Clerks, and tlieir Suc- 
ceilbrs ; to be Eledited in manner as 
hereafter diredted, be, and fhall for e- 
vcr hereafter be, and by Virtue of 
thefe Prefents, fhall be one Body Po- 
litick and Corporate, in Deed, and in 
Name, by the Name of, The Society for 
the ^ropag^ioii tf the Gofpel in Foreign 
fParts : Ajad them and their Svicceflbrs 
by the fame Name, We do by thefe 
Prefents, for Us, Our Heirs and Suc- 
teflbrs, really and fully Make, Ordain, 
Conftitute and Declare One Body Po- 
litick and Corporate in Deed and in 
Name 
To have per- V. And that by the fame Name, 
petuaisuccef-jj^gy and their SuccefTors fhall and 

may have perpetual Succefllon. 
VI. And that they and their Succef- 

fors,' 
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Tors, by that Name, fliall and may, for ^/"^*** 
ever hereafter, be Perfons Able and ^»- iniw"- 
Capable in the Law to Purchafe, ft«te$'for 
Have, Take, Receive, and Enjoy to gSm?"* 
them and their Succeffors, Manors, ^^^„cf 
Mefluages, Lands, Tenements, Rents, 
Advowfons, Liberties, Privileges, Ju- 
rifdi£lions, Franchifcs, and other He- 
reditaments whatfoever, of whatfbe- 
ver Nature, Kind and QuaKty they 
bd, in Fee and in Perpetuity, not ex- 
ceeding the yearly Value of Two 
Thoufand Pounds, beyond Reprizals ; 
and alfo Eftates for Lives and for 
Years, and all other manner of Goods, 
Chattels, and Things whatfoever, of 
what Name, Nature, Quality, or Va- 
lue foever they be, for the better Sup- 
port and Maintenance of an Orthodox Ana to Grant 
Clergy in Foreign Parts, and other f,^^ t 
the Ufes aforefaid ; and to Give, J^^Sm^ 
Grant, Lett and Demife the laid ^"^Vnt'^o 
nors, Meflnages, Lands, Tenements, with Fine at 
Hereditaments, Goods, Chattels, aridof*thefij? 
things whatfoever aforefaid, by Leafe ^^"'' 
or Leafeis, for Term of Years, in Pof- 
feflion, at the time of Granting thcre- 

a } oj 
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of, and not in Reverfion, not exceed* 
ing the Term of One and thirty Years, 
from the time of Granting tJiereof ; 
on which, in Cafe no Fine be taken, 
ihall be Referved the fiijl Value ; 
and in Cafe a Fine be taken, fhaU- 
be Referved at leafl a Moiety of 
the fill! Value, that the fame fliall 

A^^i^*'"*reafonably and 'Bona fide be worth at 

Plead and be the time of fuch Demifc. 

""^ ** * * VII. And that'by the Name afore- 
£dd, they fhall, and may be able to 
plead and be Impleaded, Aniwer and 
be Anfwered unto. Defend and be 
Defended, in all Courts and Places 
whatfoever, and before whatfoever 
Judges, Juftices, or other Officers, of 
Us, Our Heirs and Succeffors, in all 
and fingular Adions, Plaints, Pleas, 
Matters and Demands, of what Kind, 
Nature or Quality foever they be : 
And to AA and do all other Matters 
and Things, in as ample Manner and 
Form as any other Our Leige Subje<5ts 
of this Our Realm of England, being 
Perfpns able and capable in the Law, 
or any other Body Corporate or Poli- 
tick 
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tick within this our Realm ofSngUnd, 
can, or may have, purchaTe, receive, 
poiTe^, take, enjoy, grant, fet, let, de- 
mife, plead and be Impleaded, anfwer, 
and be anfwered unto, defend and be 
defended, do, permit, and execute. Aj*1*?* *' 

tt t r ' ■» n ' ' r "Ud Society 

VIII. And that the laid Society for fl»»u have a 

1 /\ A- 11 J 1- CommonScal. 

ever hereatter, Ihall and may have a 
common Seal, to ferve for the Caufes 
and Bufinefs of them and their Succef- 
(oTs : And that it ihall and may be 
lawful for them and their SuccefTors to 
change, break, alter, and make I^ew 
the.faid Seal from time to time, and at 
their Pkafure, as they {hall think beft. 

IX. And for the better Execution And Yearly 
of the Purpofes aforefaid. We do giveSdJw^ 
and grant to the faid Society for ^^£^7^^ 
^propagation of the Gofpel in Foreign »| ^.^ 
Tarts J and their Succeffors, That they to choofe a 
and their Succeflbrs for ever, fliall, ormo« vke- 
upon the third Friday in February year- o^^i*S„ 
ly, meet at fome convenient Place, to Treafurers, 

^ ^ . ' two or more 

be appointed by the faid Society, or Audit6rs, one 
the Major part of them, who fhall be oS^Sffi^ 
prefcnt at any General Meeting, be-^fulJfgfX 
tween the hours of Eight and Twelve ^^ ^' 
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Ex*«i<;J" f in die Morning ; and that they^ or the 
Office. Major part of fuch of them mat flwJl 
then be prefent, fhall chufe one Prdd- 
dent, one or more Vice-Prefident or 
Vice-Prefidents, one or more Trea- 
lurer or Treafurers, two or more Au- 
ditors, one Secretary, and iiich other 
Officers, Minifters and Servants,as (hall 
be thought convenient to ferve in the 
faid Offices for the Year eniiiing: 
And that the (aid Prefident, and 
Vice-Prefidents, and all Officers then 
eleded, (hall, before they ad in their 
refpedive Offices, take an Oath, to be 
to them Adminiftred by the Prefi- 
dent, or in his Abfence, by one of the 
Vice-Prefidents of the Year precced- 
ing, who are hereby Authorized to 
Adminifter the fame, for the Faithfiil 
and due Execution of their refpe^live 
Office^ and Places during the faid 
Year. 
SS 2^. X. And Our furtherWill and Plea- 
v^pffj^^fure is, That the firft Prefident of 
M^efi«fcnt,the faid Society, Ihall be Thomas, by 
fiaytaLrthe Divine Providence, Lord Arch-bi- 
/fed, irfiiStt^liop of Cantfrhurjy Primate and Me- 

UO- 
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tropolitan of all England: And tiiatjj^^^^ 
the IJud Prefident flidl, within Thirty of tJ^socfciy 

gm « ^M r 1 • ^^1 ^ meet and ©• 

Days alter the pawng oi this Chairter, ua vice-pie. 
caufe Summons to be IfHied to the ie-rui^ ao^ 
veral Members of the feid Sodety^J^'JfS 
lierein particularly mentioned, to°J^2i 
meet at fuch Time and Place as he *« 5>^ *■"'- 
iliall appoint : And that they, or the 1/1701! "^ 
major part of fuch of them as (hall 
then be prelent, (hall proceed to the 
Eledion of one or more Vice-Prefi- 
dent or Vice-Prefidents, one or 
more Treafurer or Treafur^^ two 
or more Auditors, one Secretary, and 
fuch other Officers, Minifters, and 
Servants, as to them ihall (eem meet ; 
which ^d Officers, from the time of 
their Election into their xc£pc€dve 
Offices, (hall continue therein imtil 
the third Fridof in Fehruarfy which 
(hall be in the Year of our Lord, 
One Thou^d Seven Hundred and 
One, and from thenceforwards until 
others (hall be chofen into their Places 
in manner afore(aid. 

XI. 

/ 




o^LTZ Xll 'And that if it flionld happen, 
be «"g^; that knf of the Perf ons at ahy time 
OTone'oftii^cho^ into any <^ the faid Offices 
dJSmay fl»H Die, or on any account be re- 
mS?$5* moved from fuch Office at any time 
^sodttf to lietween the faid yearly Days of Elefti- 
ehoofe awH on, that in fiich Cafe it fhall be lawfiil 

ther in his • 

Place. for the fomving and continuing Vtt:y 
fidcntjorany oneiof the Vice-Preii- 
dents^ to Iffiie Summons to the ^yetal 
Members of the Body Corporate, to 
meet at the ufual Place of die Annu- 
al Meeting of the faid^Society, at fuch 
Time as fhall be foedfied in the faid 
Summons ; and that fuch Members of 
the faid Body Corporate who fhall 
meet upoti fuch Summons, or the Ma- 
jor part of them, fhall and may choofe 
ail Officer qr Officca-s into the room 
or place of fuch Peri<Hi or Perfbns, fo 
Dead car Removed, as to them fhall 
feem meet. 
And that the XIL Aud Wc ^ furthcr Grant un- 
meet tol^f- to the faid S«cierjr jw the Troft^dthn of 
t^^Sti^lthe Go/pel in fore^n f^aru, and their 
i^nth o7of7 Succeffors, that they and their Succef- 
nerifnUdbe-fbrs fhall and may, on the third Friday 

in 
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in every Month yearly, for ever here- ^^55 '«'»' 
afber> and oftner, if occafion require^ Meetkg, najr 
meet at ibme convenient place to be MembJs of 
appointed for that purppfejtotranf-tt^^J^- 
ad the Bufinefs of the laid Society ;f«*^ 
and ihall and may at any Meeting 
on foch third Fri^j in idhe Month, 
£ie£k foch Perfons to be Members of 
the faid Corporaticm, as they or the 
major part ofthem then prefent, (hall 
think beneficial to the CharitaUe De- 
figns of the faid Corporation. 

XIIL And OurWiUandPleafureS'esttty"^ 
is, That no Adk done in any Afibmbly ^'^,^**' 
oiFthe feid Society, fhall be ; effe^ual P«fi<|^^ <» 
and Valid, unlef^^^ the Prefideht, or Prefidcnt, and 
fome one of the Vice-Prefidents, and \fcmb^s,*be 
feven other Members of the faid ^^^\f^ 
Company at the leafl, be prefcnt, and *!"'th^It^** 
the Major part of them conlenting 
thereunto. 

XIV. And We further Will, and ^^:itLe. 
by thefe Ptcfents for Us, Our Heirs ^^^^i^^. 
and Succeflbrs, do Ordain and Grant ety, and any 
unto the faid Scaety /«r the Troftagation the third /:>/- 
^ the Gojftl in foreign ^arts^ and their ^^, A^rT^i 
SuccefTors, That they, or their Sue f^;}^^^:; 

cefTors, 
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themajor part^eflbrs, Of thc N^ior poTt of them 

prefent, may ,/»tit r t /•« 

make B7- who fliall DC pfcfent at the nrft and 
ectite Leafes. fccoiid Meeting of the iaid Society, or 
at any Meeting on the third FrW4jf in 
the Months of November yFebruaijy Majiy 
and Augufty yearly for ever, and at no 
other Meetings of the faid Society, 
{hall, and may confult, determine, 
cohfHtute, ordain, and make any 
Conilitudons, Laws, Ordinances and 
Statutes whatfbever ; as alfo to Exe- 
cute Leaies for Years, as aforefaid, 
which to them, or the Major part . of 
them then prefent, fhall feemreafon- 
able, profitable, or requisite, for, 
touching or concerning the Good 
Eftate, Rule, Order and Government 
of the faid Corporation, and the more 
efiet^ual promoting the faid Charita- 
ble Defign: All which Laws, Ordi- 
nances and Conftitutions, fo to be 
made. Ordained and eftablifhed, as 
aforefaid. We Will, Command and 
Ordain by thefe Prefents, for Us, Our 
Heirs and Succeflbrs, to be from time 
to time, and at all times hereafter, 
kept and performed in all things, as 

the 
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the fame ought to be, on the Penal- 
ties and Ameiciaments in the fame 
to be impofed and limited, fo as the 
fame Laws,Conftitutions, Ordinances, 
Penalties, and Amerciaments, be rea- 
fonable, and not repugnant, or con- 
trary to the Laws and Statutes of this 
Our Realm of England, 

XV. And We do like wife Grant And the raid 

unto the faid Socitty for the ^ropagationny M«edng 
of the Gofpet in Foreign TartSy and their ^Jerfomto 
Succeffors, that they and their Succef-^Jf Jld 
fors, or the Major part of fuch of thcm~"«^ ^^• 
as ihall be prelent at any Meetmg or ted for the 
th^ faid Society, fhall have Powerfo?^<L* 
from time to time, and at all times 
hereafter, to depute fuch Perfons as 
they fhall think fit to take Subfcrip- 
tions, and to gather and colled fuch 
Monies as fhall be by any Perfpn or 
Perfons contributed for the purpofes 
aforefaid. 

XVI. And fhall and may remove And may _ 
and difplace fiich Deputies as often Notification 
as they fhall fee caufe fotodo, andl'"^^*^' 
to caufe publick Notification to be 
made of this Charter, and the Pow- 
ers 
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crs thereby granted, in fuch manner 
as they fhall think moft conducible 
to the furtherance of the faid Charity. 
Andfliaii XVII. And Our further Will and 

r;^!fnf lo'the Pteafure is, That the faid Society (hall 
!£ ^^ yearly and every Year, give an Ac- 
Keeper, and count in Writing to Our Lord Chan- 
juices, or cellour, or Lord Keeper of the Great 
K'MonTys Seal of England for the time being, the 
Lord Chief Juftice of the King's 
Bench, and the Lord Chief Juftice of 
the Common Weas, or any two of 
them, of the feveral Sum or Sums 
of Money by them received and laid 
out by Virtue of thefc Prefents, or 
any Authority hereby given, and of 
the Management and Difpofition of 
the Revenues and Charities afore- 
faid. 

And Laftly, Our Pleafure is. That 
thefe Our Letters Patents, or the 
Fnrolment thereof, fhall be good, 
firm, valid, and efledual in the Law, 
according to Our Royal Intentions 
herein before declared. In Witnefe 
whereof, We have caufed thefe Our 

Letters 
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Letters tp be made Patents. Witnefs 
Out .Self at Weftminfter the Siweenth 
Day^of J me, in the Thirteenth Year 
qf Our Reigi. 

f 5r ■'Breve it friVatD SjgiiZj, 

y/" c c K.S. 

AN, 
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Hiftorical Account 

O F T H E 

Incorjporated Society, Sec. 

C H A P. 1. 

Tie Occafim cf tht fifi Sjfe tf this 
SOCIETT. 

H E Britijb Colonies upon the The CmSn 
Continent of America, werejf,,*^^'^ 
all fettled firft b)r private Clagy. 
Adventurers, under Grants 
from the Crown, with linaU 
Numbers of Families. It was therefore not 
to be expeded that the proper Provilion, 
cidier in the Religious or CivU Concerns of 
B the 
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the Inhabitants, could be at firft made. In- 
deed if a Colony had been planted imme* 
diately by the State here, it is not to be 
queftioned, but proper Care had been taken 
that both ihould have been duly regulated. 
But as the firft private Adventurers laboured 
under great Difficultiea at their fettling, 
and under many Uncertainties, vsrhat the 
Event would be : This, tho' not a fuffieient 
Reafon, may yet be an Excufe, for their not 
making the proper Provifion in this Cafe, A 
Tryal was firft to be made, of what Ad- 
vantage thcfe Settlements would prove, 
either to the Adventurers, or Nation, before 
cither would engage themfelves in farther 
Expence. 

Another Misfortune, which greatly 
hindred any uniform and publick Worfhip 
of Gop being fettled, was this: The 
Natives of this Kingdom of Great Britain^ 
who removed thither, were of many Kinds 
of Denominations 5 moft of them difTenting 
from the Church of Englandy and difagreeing 
as much from each other, in their Senti- 
ments in Religion and Church Govern- 
ment, as from their Mother Nation and 

Churck Bcfides, a further difficulty arofe 
foon, from the Conflux of People of feveral 
Nations of Europe^ of various Seda and 

Di- 
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Divifions, fettling in thefe Plantations } 
which occasioned a ftill greater Diveriity of 
Opinions, It is therefore not to be won- 
dred, that the People were not earneft to 
fettle any Eilablifhment^ when fo few agreed 
upon any particular Form. 

But in a fmall procefs of Time, when 
thefe Settlements were fixed, and the Colo- 
nies eftablifhed, beyond the fear of any or- 
dinary Force, which might deftroy them i 
they began not only to fee, but very fenfibly 
to feel their Wants. Indeed the firft Plan- 
ters, thofe of the Britijh Nation efpecially, 
as coming from a Countrey bleffed with the 
pureft Religion, and trueft Liberty, retained 
fome remembrance of both,andlived through 
the force of that, in thofe wild Parts, among 
Savages and Woods, in human Civility and 
Decency, tho* I cannot fay, in Chriftian 
Order : But their Children ( the Generation 
after them) who had not themfelves feen 
what their Fathers had, were but weakly 
affedted with what they might hear from 
their Parents, of the Primitive Chriftian 
Worftiip, and the Ordinances of the Got- 
pel. Some ^ole Colonies lived without 
celebrating any Publick Worftiip of Al- 
mighty God, without the Ufe of the Sacra- 
meats^ without Teachers of any kind, and 

B 2 in 
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in a literal Senfc of the Phrafe, without 
God in the World. 

Severalemi- 2- ^^ this dark State of Things, the 
»«n^ ^^T' Providence of G o d raifed up feveral emi- 
Want of a ncnt Perfons, who obferving this great 
Clergy. Calamity, became zealous to redrefs itj 
ftrove to awaken the People into a Senfe 
of their Wants, and contributed their Af- 
fiftance towards recovering their Country, 
men from this Irreligion and Darknefs. 
Among the firft we find the Honourable 
Sir Leolyne Jenkins^ in his laft Will and 
Teftament proved the gtb of November^ 
1685, thus declares ; that it was " too ob- 
** vious that the Perfons in Holy Orders, 
*^ employed in his Majefty's Fleets at Sea, 
and Foreign Plantations, were too few 
for the Charge and Cure of Souls arifing 
" in thofe Fleets and Plantations : And 
** therefore he provides, that two additional 
Fellowfhipsbe new founded, and endow'd 
at his Coft and Charges, in "Jefui College 
Oxford^ on Condition that the faid two 
•* Fellows, and their SuccefTors for ever, 
may be under an indifpenfable Obliga* 
tion, to take upon them Holy Orders of 
** Priefthood — and afterwards that they 
go out to Sea, in any of his Majefty's 
Fleets^ when they or any of them are 

thereto 
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" thereto Summoned, by the Lord High 
** Admiral of England — and in cafe there 
" be no Ue of their Service at Sea, to be 
called by the Lord Bifhop of London^ to 
go out into any of his Majefty's Foreign 
" Plantations, there to take upon them the 
" Cure of Souls, and exercife their mini- 
fterial Fundion, referving to them their 
full Salaries, with the farther Encourage- 
ment of twenty Pounds a Year a piece, 
while they are actually in either of the 
" Services aforefaid." This was truly a 
very wife and good Ad ; but the Reader 
will prefently refled, that two Perfons, 
though wholly employed in the Plantations, 
could not take a proper Care of a very 
fmall Part of a People difperfed over fo 
great a Continent. However, this worthy 
Perfon gave a noble Teftimony of the 
Piety and Nec^ffity of this Work, and 
his Exaniple hath no doubt excited the 
Zeal of many others, to advance and carry 
on foChriftian an Undertaking. 

3. T H E next great Patron and Promoter 
of this Defign was the Honourable Robert 
Boylcy Efq; not more diftinguifhed for his 
Noble Extradion than eminent Piety, and 
univerfal Learning ; He had been appointed 
by King CHARLES the Second, the firft 

B 3 Go- 
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Governour of a Company Incorporated by 
His Majefty in the Year 1661, For the Pro-^ 

^ pagatim of the Gofpel amongfl the Heathen 
Natwes of New-England, and the Parts 
adjacent in America, But this Defign was 
too narrow, as confined to the Converfion 
of the Heathen Natives ^New-England, and 
the Parts adjacent^ and could by no means 
anfwer the Wants of all the Foreign Plan- 
tations, and all the Heathen Nations ad- 
jacent. However, this gave that excellent 
Perfon an Occafion to fee the Defign in Ge- 
neral, was unqueftionably pious, charitable, 
and neceflary j and agreeably hereto, he did 
by a Codicil to his laft Will, fettle an 
Annual Salary, for feme learned Divine or 
Preaching Mintfter for ever, to Preach 
Eight Sermons in the Year^ for proving the 
Chrijiian Religion againfl notorious Infidels \ 
and doth require that the faid Preachers, 
pall be ajfijiing to all Companies, and encou- 
raging them in any Undertaking for Pro- 
pagating the Chrijiian Religion in Foreign 
Parts. This Recommendation of the 
Defign tQpofi:erity was a fl:ill nobler Le- 
gacy, being fuch furely, as cannot fail to 
procure it many more, from thofe who 
ihall be endued with the fame Chri- 
|ljan Spirit, t^at noble Perfpn was. 

4. SOM]^ 
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4.. Some few Years after thefe honour--^. ^, , 

* t ^ t 11- 1 • r« rt . ^^8 Charles 

able Gentlemen, had given their Teftimony II. King /f/a 
to the Piety of this Defign, it received the ^'^^i,^^^-,;^^ 
greater Sandion of Royal Favour from ^*^<^ f^ want 
their late Majefties King CHARLES the^ 
Second, King WILLIAM and Queen 
MART. About the Year 1679, the Bifhop 
of London J (JDr.Compt on) \xpon an Application 
to him from feveral of the Inhabitants of 
Bojion in New^England^ petitioning that a 
Church fliould be allowed in that Town, 
for the Exercife of Religion according to the 
Church of England i mide a Reprefen- 
tation of this matter to His Majefty King 
CHARLES the Second, and a Church 
was allowed to be Erected: And farther, 
in Favour of this People, His late Majefty 
King WILLIAM was pleafed to fettle 
an Annual Bounty of One Hundred Pounds 
a Year upon that Church, which is ftill 
continued. The Reverend Mr. Harris is 
now fupponed in it, as the Minifters Aflift- 
ant, by this Allowance, with the Addition 
of Sir Leoline Jenkinses Fellpwfhip in 
Jefus College in Oxford. 

5. But this Petition of many of the 
Inhabitants of Bojion^ for a Church of 
England Minifter about the Year 1679, 

B 4 was 
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was attended prefently with greater Con- 
fequences. This, and the queftioning of the 
Charter of the Country which hppened about 
that Time, together withfome other Matters 
relating to the Colony, occafioned the re- 
ligious State of thofe Countries to be 
more ftridly confidered ; Very foon af- 
Bp. o>w//tf» ter, Bifliop Compton made Enquiry how 

SI^^Coioiucs ^^^ Foreign Plantations were provided 
fuppiied with with Clergymen, and found upon Search 
there were not above four Minifters 
of the Church of England in that vaft 
Tra£t of North America^ and only one or 
two of them, regularly fent over. To 
remedy this fad Defeft, the Bifhop made 
Propofals to feveral of thofe Places to 
fupply them with Clergymen; and had 
generally Encouragement to do fo. The 
Bifhop farther to promote this good be- 
ginning, obtained of his Majeffy King 
CHARLES the Second, a Bounty of 
Twenty Pounds to each Minifter or School- 
mafter, for his Paflage to the Wefi-^Indies j 
and Inftrudtions were given to the Cover- 
nours of the Provinces, to permit none 
Authoritatively to ferve any Cure of Souls, 
or to teach School, but fuch as were 
licenfed by the Bifhop of London. And 
fis a farther great Favour it was brdered, 
f hs^t from that Time every Minifler ihould 

be 
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be one, of the Vcftry of his refpcdivc Pa- 
rifli : This Provifion for a regular Clergy 
licenfed by the Bifhop of London^ did con- 
fiderably forward the good Work; the 
People generally built Churches in all the 
Leeward IJlandsy and in Jamaica^ that is, 
in thofe Settlements which were rich and 
able to make Provifion for the Support of 
their Minifters ; but this good Effcdt did not 
extend to the poorer Plantations upon the 
Continent, feveral of which remained in 
an utter State of Ignorance, and broke 
into various Diviiions of all Se£ts and 
Denominations : 

6. To remedy this Calamity another A Charter 
moft fignal Inftance of Royal Favour, wasfrSuig anl 
ihewn to the Plantations, by their Majefties ^<iowing » 
Kmg WILLIAM and Queen MJRT^Vir^ia.'^ 
a very noble Deiign was laid, of erefting 
and endowing a College in Virginia^ at 
Williamiburgy the Capital of that Country, 
for Profefibrs and Students in Academical >/ 
Arts and Sciences, for a continual Seminary 
of Learning and Religion; a ftately Fa* 
brick was intended, and partly raifed for 
that pilrpofc, a Royal Charter was given, 
with ample Immunities and Privileges, and 
a publick Fund was allotted for the En-* 
^owment of it, and a Prefident appointed 

with 
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with an honourable Salary, and the Col-^ 

lege, in Honour oi the Founders, called 

William and Mary College: But foon, 

after about half the intended Pile was 

raifed, before it was furniftied with Pro- 

feffors and Students, or advanced it felf 

above a Grammar School; all that was. 

Built of the College was unfortunately 

deftroyed by Fire. Her late Majefty Queen 

MARTy of pious Memory, (hewed fo 

hearty a Zeal and AfFeftion in promoting 

this Work, it would be great Negligence 

or Ingratitude in a Writer, not to remark 

Bp» Bumet. what a Bifliop of our Church juftly ob- 

ferves upon this Occafion. " Her Majefty 

** U(dt particular Methods to be well in-- 

formed of the State of our Plantations ; and 

oftbofe Colonies that we have among theln-^ 

fdels. But it was no^ fmall Grief to Her 

to hear J that they were but too generally 

*^ a Reproach to the Religion by which they 

«« were named {I do not fay which they 

profejedy for many of them feem fcarce 

to profefs ity) She gave a willing Ear 

•* to a Propoftion that was made for EreSl^ 

** ing Scboolsy and the Founding of a College 

jamong them. She confdered the whole 

Scheme of ity and the Endowment which 

was defred for it. It was a noble one^ 

and was to rife out of fome Branches of 

« the 
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'* the Revenue^ 'wbieh made it liable t$ 
Obje&kns. But fie to$k care to confider 
the whole ^bing fo weJi^ that Jhe her felf 
anfwered att ObjeSlionSy and effwfed ine 
Matter with fo affeSHonate a Concern^ 
that Jhe prepared it for the King to fettle 
" fV, at his coming ov€r% She knew bow 
heartily he concurred in all Dejigns of 
that Nature j nor indeed could any Thing 
'* inflame her more than the ProJ^eSt of 
** fetting Religion forward^ efpecially where 
** there were Hopes of working upon Infi^ 
'' dels:' 

7. This Aft of Royal Favour made 
Bifhop Compton exert all his Power to 
promote the Work, and therefore, for the 
more orderly fettling all Church Affairs 
in Virginia^ he appointed the Reverend 
Mr. James Blair his Commiflary there; 
and foon after appointed the Reverend 
Dr. Bray his Commiflary in Maryland. 
Upon this Occafion, Queen Mji R IT again Qs««tt ,^y» 
extended her Royal Bounty, and %^yt jnne fX DiH- 
200/. a Year during her Life, to ^^?V^^^^^^'^ 
Miflionaries. Her Royal Highnefs thcfupport Qcr- 
Princefs Anne of Denmark^ contributed^"*^' 
liberally, feveral of the Nobility, and many 
others of the Clergy and Gentry, did make 

fuch 
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fuch generous Contributions towards carry- 
ing on this Work, that feveral Miffionaries 
were ient and fupported in the Colonies. 
Dr. Bray efpecially, was enabled to do 
many publick Services in Maryland^ to fettle 
and procure a Support for feveral new 
Minifters, to fix and furnifti fome Parochial 
Libraries, and to provide Schoolmafters, 
very much to the Advancement of Reli- 
gion in thofe Parts: The Particulars of 
which need not to be repeated here, fincc 
the Reverend Doctor hath himfelf given 
the Publick a very fair and fatisfadory Ac- 
count of his Proceedings. 

8. While thus this good Work was 
juft kept alive by a few private Perfons, 
an Incident happened which occafioned a 
Charter to be obtained, and the Rife of 
this Society. Dr. Stanley^ Archdeacon of 
London^ now Dean of St. Afapby who had 
been one of thofe who contributed, and 
ufually ftirred up others to promote this 
Defign, happening to recommend this 
Charity to a late great Prelate's Lady, as 
Bp. Bmet. ^jgfgp^^jj^g jjgj. Bounty for its Support ; he 

was told by the Bifhop, that tho' his In- 
tentions were very conunendable, and the 
Work worthy all Encouragement, yet the 

Me- 
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Methods he ufcd to carry it on, were not 
in Law ftriAly juftifiable, but that it was 
neceflary to have a Charter to render the 
Management of this Charity fafc and fc- 
cure. The Doftor faw prefently, upon 
reflecting, the Obje^aion was very juft, 
but this Difficulty did not make him ceafe 
from any further Endeavours. He was very 
hearty in promoting this Work, and therefore 
refolved to make Application where heliad 
Hopes to get the Difficulty removed: He ac- 
quainted Archbifhop T^enijon and BiihopCS^m- 
pton with theObjedion which had been Part- 
ed : Upon which the Archbiftiop, moved to 
think fo Chriftian a Work (hould be 
Hopped, replyed with more than ufual 
Earneftnefs, T'hen nve muji have a Charter : Ajcibiihop 
And ioon after, he did fo effediually repre-toKing^////- 
fent the Religious Wants of the Plantations ^^J^*^^^ 
to his Majefty, that a Royal Charter was ^^7, which is 
granted, and this Society ereded. *^ 

This truly was an Adion fuitable to 
Archbifhop ^enifon's Publick Spirit and 
honeft Zeal for the Proteftant Religion, 
and exceedingly becoming his high Station 
and Authority in the Church. The A^ 
merican Colonies fure, can never without 
the greateft Veneration and Gratitude rc- 
menU)er him^ when they ihall many Ages 

here- 
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hereafter, feel the happy EfFeif^ af having 
the Chriftian Religion planted among them, 
and reflet, how hearty and forward Arch- 
biflxop ^enifon appeared, to obtain that 
Charter which gave Life and Authority to 
fo glorious an Undertaking : Nay, that 
his Zeal and Spirit did not reft here ; He 
continued to promote and guide by his 
wife Counfcls, the Affairs of the Society ; 
He paid them an Annual Bounty of Fifty 
Pounds during his Life, and at his Death 
Bequeathed them a Thoufand Pounds to-* 
wards the Maintenance of the firft Biihop 
that fhould be fettled in America. 

9* A Charter being thus obtained, the 
next Endeavour was to carry their worthy 
Defigns into Execution. Accordingly His 
Grace the Archbifhop, as empowered by 
. the Charter, caufed Summons to be iifued 
meets. for the Members of the Corporation, to 

meet within the Time limited j and feveral 
met at the Place appointed, on the 27^ of 
"June 1 70 1, and chofe proper Officers for 
traniadting their Bufinefs. At following 
Meetings they made divers Rules and Ordors 
for their more regular Proceeding in the Ad- 
miniftration of their Trujft, and fubfcribcd 
among themfelves siear zoo Pounds, for 
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defraying the Charges of pafling the 
Charter^ making the common Seal, and 
other ncceffary Expenccs. They alfo ordered 
500 Copies of the Charter to be printed 
forthwith, and diftributed among the 
Members, to be (hewed by them to all 
proper Perfons, the fisirther to notifie the 
Deiign they were engaged in, and to in- 
vite more Perfons of Ability and Piety to 
affift in carrying it on. 

This Seep was but an Opef]iiig of the 
Matter to the Publick: the Society were 
diligent to confider of farther and more 
^fe£tual Ways and Means, to obtain Sub- 
foriptions and Contributions, fufiicient to 
enable them to bear the Expence of fend- 
ing many Miffionaries abroad. They im- 
mediately agreed that the beft Argument 
to Mankind was Example, and the mofl 
effedual Means to engage others to contri-^ 
bute, was to lead the Way themfelves, by 
fubfcribing towards the Support of the 

Work. Accordingly Archbifhop ^^{/^^ThcMcmbcn 
the Prcfident, the Vice-prcfidents, all the of the Society 
Bifhops and Members then prefent, did ^^3^ 
fubfcribe a Yearly Sum to be paid to the i° .!J1PP°^ *^^ 
Trealurer of the Society, for the Publick 
Uics, accor^Ung to a Form of Subfcription 

drawa 



I^ T%e Occafions of the 

drawn up for thatpurpofe. Having now 
made this Advance themfelves, they gave 
out Deputations under their common Seal, 
to feveral of their Members, and other Per- 
fons of Figure and Interefl in the Counties 
q£ England and Wales ; (ignifying their being 
conftituted and appointed by the Corpora- 
tion to take SubfcriptionS) and to receive all 
Sums of Money which fliould be fubfcribed 
or advanced for the Purpofcs mentioned in 
the Charter. And here it is to be grate-* 
fully acknowledged, that feveral worthy 
Perfons, did with a Publick Spirit, take 
thefe Deputations, to help on with a Work 
fo truly for the National Intereft, and the 
Honour of common Chriftianity ; and did 
by their Example and Inftances, fo influence 
feveral well-difpofed Perfons, that confi- 
derable Remittances of Benefactions to the 
Corporation were foon made, which en- 
abled them to enter on the Work with 
Succefs. 

lo. Particularly from the Gentle- 
men and Clergy of Lincolnjhire^ thro' the 
Hands of the Reverend Mr. Adamfon^ 
Redor of Burton CogleSy and Mr. Evans^ 
Redtor of Vffingham ; from the Clergy of 
the Diocefe of Tork^\y} the Countenance 
of the Archbilhop, and the Care of his 
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Chaplain, the Reverend Dr. Deering ; from 
the Clergy and others in Northampton/hire^ 
by the Hands of the Reverend Dr. Reynolds^ 
(now Lord Bi£bop of Lincoln) Chancellor 
of the Diocefe of Peterborough ; from fe- 
vera! Divines in Suffolk^ tranfmitted to the 
Reverend Mr. Sbute^, from the Gentry 
and Clergy in Sbropjhire, returned by the 
Reverend Mv.fFroey Warden of Manchejier 
College; from a Society of Clergy in 
Devonjhire j and efpecially from the Gen- 
try and others in or near Exeter ^ tranfmitted 
by the Reverend Mr. Richard King i which 
worthy Gentleman, together with feveral 
of his Friends, hath been a conftant Bene* 
faftor to this Society, from its firft Rife, 
and hath upon many Occaiions very much 
promoted its Intereft. The Society re- 
ceived alfo feveral Sums of Money remitted Donation 

, ^. __ , j^ y r 1 brought toth« 

by Sir Edmund Turner j and from other Society by ft- 
Perfons deputed by the Society in Caer-^^^^^ 
marthenjhire and Pembrokejhire^ remitted by 
Sir John PbilippSy of PiSton Caftle in Pem^ 
brokejhire. Baronet j who hath not only zea- 
loufly promoted the Deiign of this Corpora- 
tion, of which he was a Member appointed 
by Charter, but alfo very much ailifted 
feveral other Religious Societies, whereby the 
Honour and Intereft of Religion might be 
advanced, and the Publick Good promoted. 
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Nor were there onlyfuch Perfons of 
Piety and Honour who appeared openly in 
carrying on this great Work, but even 
at firft, and ever fince, there have been 
feveral Benefadors, who, with a too mo- 
deft Concealment of their Names, have made 
great Benefactions to the Society, I {hall 
remark only through whofe Hands, and 
probably by whofe Influence, feveral Be- 
nefactions iuft at the Rife of the So- 
ciety came. The chief of thefe were 
leported and paid to the Corporation 
by Pr. Beveridgey afterwards Bifhop of 
St. Afapbj Dr. Burnet y Bifhop of Sammy 
Dr. SbarpBy Archbifhop of Torky Dr. Wakcy 
now Archbifhop of Canter bur yy and Prefi- 
dent of this Society j by the Reverend Mr. 
Gibfony now Bifhop of London y the Reverend 
Mr. Waddingtony now Bifhop of Chichejlery 
the Honourable Colonel Colchejlery Sir JViL 
Ham Drake y Sir T'homasT'rollopy Sir Edward 
Seewardy Mr. MeuXy Mr. TorrianOy the Re- 
veraid Mr. Stubs, now Archdeacon of St. 
AlbanSy the Reverend Mr. Shiitey Mr. Brew^ 
fiery Mr. Arthingtony Mr. Hankyy Mr. 
Broughton. But the greatefl Benefadion 
foon after the Eftablifhment of the Society, 
w;as in the Year 1702. Dr. Mapletoft reported 
to the Board, that a Perfon who defired to be 
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unknown, had fent him a Prcfent of One 
Thoufand Pounds, and defircd it might be 
laid out in Land or Rent Charges, or other- 
wife, for the Ufe of the Society and their 
Succeflbrs for ever, the Name of the ho* 
noured Perfon being, by ftridl Command, 
concealed till after the Demife: Dr. 
Mapletoft then declared it, and hi^ Decla- 
ration is thus entered upon the Society's 
Books, Feb. i. 1705. " Whereas th6 Sum 
** of One Thoufand Pounds was fent as a Pyg-7g^ 

, , . /• nolman be* 

•' Bcnefaftion to this Society, from an un-i^EZS" 
« known Perfon, by the Hands of the Reve- s ^kfe"^- ^ 
** rend Dr. John Mapletofty the faid Dr. Af^- 
pletoft doth now inform the Society, that 
the faid unknown Perfon is lately deceafed ; 
" and that therefore he is now at Liberty to 
impart her Name and Quality, which were 
before concealed by her own Command ; 
Ihe was Dame Jane Holman^ the Relid; 
of Sir John Holman^ of Wefion in North- 
amptonjhircy a Lady of great Humility, 
Piety, and Charity'* 5 this Donation, with 
an Addition of near 300/. was laid out by 
the Society, in Purchafe of Land in EJfex^ 
now in the Society's Pofleflion. 
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CHAP. II. 

Efiltiiries made ivtQ the Religious State 
^ the Colonies. The particulftr ^ate 
tf each O/oiy defcribed. 

"^JAl^- T^ H E Society thought they had 
the particular I now made a promifing Entrance 

C??on7."^ into the Difcharge of the Truft 

committed to them, and from the Zeal of 
their Members, and other Correfponding Gen- 
tlemen, had Hopes of gaining a Fund fuffici- 
cnt to make a firft Step in fo great a Work. 
They were acquainted with the ge- 
neral Condition of the Colonies with re- 
ga|p4 to Religious Affairs, but thought this 
Knqwledge not fufficient to proceed upon : 
They made Enquiries of all proper Perfons, 
Merchants and others here, and wrote to 
Governours, /Congregations of People, and 
other Perfons of Diftindion in the Plan- 
tations, for a more particular Account 
of the State of Religion inthQ American 
Colonies; that by fuch a diftindl Infor- 
mation, they might more fuitably apply 
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their Help where it was moft wanted and 
moft defircd. 

A,ND they received indeed from thence 
a more melancholy Account than any 
their Fears could luggeft, feveral Relations 
fctting forth, that the very Indian Darknefi 
was not more gloomy and borridy than that 
in which fome of the Englifh Inhabitants 
of the Colonies lived. Such as did truly 
verifie this Obfervation in the Charter : 
«* Some Colonies and Plantations wholly 
deftitute and unprovided of a Mainte-* 
nance for Minifters, and the Publlck 
Worftiip of G o D, and for lack of fuch 
Support and Maintenance, many of the 
Subjedts of this Realm want the Admi- 
" niftration of God's Word and Sacra- 
ments, and feem to be abandoned to 
Atheifm and Infidelity; and alfo for The Colonics 
'* want, of learned and orthodox Minifters«po(«* ^ 
^^ to inftrud them in the Principles of true popery. 
" Religion, divers Romijh Priefls and Je-^ 
^^ fuits are more encouraged to pervert 
** and draw them over to Popip Super- 
" ftition and Idolatry". Thefe Words of 
the Charter do truly exhibit the Reafon, 
and fct forth the Neceffity of the Efta- 
blifliment of this Society; Becaufe as to 
the firft Remark, that " great Numbers of 
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" the Inhabitants were abandoned to A- 
" theifm and Infidelity", this will appear too 
plain from numerous Inftances in the fol- 
lowing Papers. How indeed could it be 
ptherwife in thofe rude Countries, and in 
thefe latter Times, when it cannot with 
any degree of Modefty be denied, but that 
a prevailing Spirit of Deifm hath ap- 
peared, even here at Home, fetting at 
naught all Revelation, treating every Re- 
ligion as alike Impofture and Fraud, and 
all the Teachers of them as equally De- 
ceivers of Mankind. And with regard to 
the other Particular mentioned in the 
Charter, that Jefuits might more eafily fe-^ 
duce the People to Popifh Superjiition and 
Idolatry^ this is very evident ; For, inaf- 
much as the People, thro' the Want of 
Clergy, were abandoned to Atheifm and 
Infidelity y it is an eafie Step from A- 
theifm into Popery \ becaufe whoever hath 
no inward Senfe nor Perfuafion of the 
Truth of any Revelation, is open to take 
upon him the outward Profeffion of Fo- 
pery at any time, as various Interefts and 
Inclinations may fway him. 

The Society, upon their firft engaging 
in this Work, prefently perceived it con- 
fifted of three great Branches, the Care and 

In- 
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Inftrudion of our own People, fettled in 
the Colojiiesj the Converfion of the Zw- 
dian Savages, and the Converfion of the 
Negroes. The Englijh Planters had the 
Title to their firft Care, as Brethren and 
Countrymen, as having been once (phri- 
flians, at leaft their Parents. Befides, it 
would be inefFedlual to begin with an 
Attempt to convert the Indians and iV>- 
groes^ and to let our own People continue 
in their grofs Ignorance, or fupine Negli- 
gence of all the Duties of Chriftianity : 
For both the former Sorts of Men, would 
neceifarily take their firfl Impreilions con- 
cerning Chriftianity, from the Englijbi and 
when they found them pay fo little Obe- 
dience ro the Laws of the Gofpel, muft 
cither negleft it as an unprofitable Labour, 
or hate it as a heavy Impofition. 

2. The Society began therefore with 
the Englijh^ and foon found there was more 
to be done among them, than they had 
as yet, any Views of effedting. The Reader 
ihall here have a fmall Sketch of the State 
and Condition of each Colony, formed from 
Accounts, the Governors and ?erfons of 
the beft Note, fent over to the Corporation: 
For furely, the mere Relation of the State 
of thefe Countries, muft raife a very affedt- 
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ing Reflection in a Pcrfon of a ferioUs 
Spirit ; when he obferves fuch great Num- 

Thc im rt- ^^^^ ^^ People in the Colonies, living with- 
•ncc of fettling out any Miniftration of the Gofpel in many 
Rdigion in^ Places. If he fliould only confider them 
Amtrica. as now, in their prefent Condition ; the 
People very numerous, the Countries ex^ 
ceeding large, the Climates Healthy, the 
Soils viery rich, the Rivers large and 
navigable hundreds of Miles up into the 
main Land, the Harbours many, capacious, 
and fafe: Thefe are great natural Ad- 
vantages, and capable of vaft Improvements 
by Induftry, But if the Reader fliould 
tarry on his Thoughts farther, and con- 
fider them as a thriving People, Colonies 
which may grow up into powerful Nations, 
and that from thefe fmall Beginnings what a 
mighty £«^///Z> Empire may oneDayflourifli 
in thofe Parts, Can it feem an indifferent 
Thing, a fmall Matter^ to any true Believer, 
whether fo great People ( for fuch they may 
one Day be) fliould be Chriftians or not? 

3. I fliall therefore give a Summary 
View of the particular State of each Co- 
lony, when the Society engaged in this 
^ ^ . Work, beginning with the moft Southern 

The State of ^ , * , ^ • rr^t- • c xZ. 

%outb Caroli' Colony on the Contment : This is boutb-- 
*'*• Carolina^ extending in Length on the Sca- 
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Coaft^ 300 Miles s and into the main Land 
near 200 Miles. It was granted by Pa- 
tent from the Crown, in the Year 1663^ 
and fettled foon after, containing in the 
Year 1701, above 7000 Perfons, befides 
Negroes and Indians^ and was divided into 
feveral Parifhes and Towns. Yet tho* 
peopled at its firfl Settlement with the 
Natives of thefe Kingdoms, there was, 
until the Year 1701, no Minifter of the 
Church of England Reiident in this 
Colony ; tho' great Numbers of the In- 
habitants were very defirous of having 
Minifters of the Church of England *, "^^ 
and with very few Teachers of any other 
Kind 5 neither had they any Schools for ^ 
the Education of their Children. 

The next Colony, Nortb-Carolina^ ex- 
tending on the Sea-Coaft above 100 Miles, 
and into the Land about 100, was divided in- 
to feveral Townfliips, and peopled from£»- 
gland. It contained above 5000 Inhabitants, 
beiides Negroes and Indians^ in the Year 
170 1, all living without any Form of Divine 
Worihip publickly performed, and without u 
Schools for the Education of their Children v 
in the Elements of Learning and Principles 
of Religion* 
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In the Year 1703, Mr. Henderfon JValkef^ 
a Gentleman of that Country, defcribes the 
State of it thus to the Bifhop of London : 
JVe have been fettled near thefe 50 Tears 
in this Place^ and I may jujily fay^ moft 
Fart 0/7,1 Tears on my own Knowledge^ 
without any Minijier of the Church of En- 
gland, and before that I'ime^ according to all 
that appears to me^ much worfe 5 George Fox 
fome Tears agOy came into thefe Parts^ and by 
a fir ange Infatuation did infufe /t/^ Quaker 
Principles into fonie fmall Number of People. 

Nay, in the Year 17 12, Mr. Gak^ a 
Gentlenun of Figure in that Country, 
wrote to England to his Father, That 
fnce he had been an Inhabitant of that 
Country^ which was about 8 Tears^ Re^ 
ligion continued in a very low Ebby and the 
little Stock the Settlers bad carried over 
with tbem^ was in Danger df being totally lofi^ 
without fpeedy Care of fending Minifiers. 
"The Country bad been ever fence it was fettled 
by the Engliih, without a Minifeer refeding^ 
and all the Children under 1% Tears of Age^ 
(from the Time the lafi Minifeer was there) 
continued unbaptizedy many of which had been 
eut aff in a Mafeacre committed by the Tuf- 
carow Indians. This Account was by that 
Gentleman's Father here delivered to the 
Archbilhop of Tork, (Dn Sharpe.) 

4* The 
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4. T H E next Colony, Virginicy the liioft ^^^ ^ ^^ 
ancient of all in .America^ was in a much 
better Condition; this had not only the 
Advantage of being planted firiV, but alfo 
of being fettled by a Corporation or Com- 
pany of Noblemen and Merchants in Lm^ 
doriy who aded with a more publick Spirit 
and Purfe, than the few Proprietaries and 
Adventurers in the other Plantations could : 
The firft Settlers here, were for the moft 
• Part Members of the Church of England^ 
and as foon as the Colony was eftabliflied 
beyond the Fear of conmion Calamities, 
they began to provide for their Souls as 
Chriftians, as well as to take Care of their 
temporal Concerns as Merchants ; Accor- 
dingly in the Year 17 12, the whole Country 
was laid out into 49 Parishes or Townfhips, 
and an Adl of Aflembly made, fixing a Sa- 
lary upon the Minifter of each Parifh. A 
Church was built of Timber, Brick, or 
Stone in each Parifli, and many other 
Chapels of Eafe, all decently adorned for 
the Celebration of Publick Divine Service. 
For fome Years at firft, they waited a great 
many Minifters for vacant Places ; but 
have fince Dr, Braf% being appointed Com- 
miiiary there, had Church Matters put 
in a more orderly Method. A regular 
Clergy, with the Advantages of fome Pa- 
mbial Libraries, hath been eftabliihed, and 

many 
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V many Schools have been ereded for the 
Education of their Children. The So- 
ciety therefore did maintain no Minifters 
in Virginiay as thinking the People able to 
make a fufficient Provifion for their Sup- 
port themfelves, tho' they have on fome 
Occafions made Gratuities to Clergymen 
there. 

The State of T H E next Colony, Maryland^ a fpacious 
UaryUnd. Country, and like Virginia^ perhaps the beft 
Watered of any in the World, abounds with 
numerous commodious Harbours. The 
firfl Settlenient made here, was in the Year 
1633. confining of about 200 Englijhy the 
chief of which were Gentlemen of good 
Families. By the good Condud of the 
firft Governors, the Colony grew up and 
flouriflied foon, and Religion now is pretty 
well eftablifhed among them. Churches 
are builtj and there is an Annual Stipend 
allowed each Minifter by a perpetual Law ; 
which is more or lels according to the 
Number of Taxables in each Parifh^ and 
is levyed by the Sheriff among other pub- 
lick Revenues : Yet notwithftanding thefe 
Advantages^ no where elfe to be found 
in the Englijh Americay except Virginia^ 
they wanted feveral more Clergymen for 
their Parifliesi but fince the Beginnmg of the 
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late Govcrnour Nicbolfon's Time, the Face 
of Affairs is much mended, and the Churches 
arc now crowded with Pcrfons duly at- 
tending Divine Service, the Number of 
Papifisywho vrcnt over there, hath decreafed, 
^uakenfm hath loft Ground, and true Re- 
ligion made confiderable Advances, The 
Society have fent no Miffionaries hither, 
tho' this Colony required a larger Number 
of Clergymen 5 becaufe there hzxh hitherto 
been a loud and urgent Call for all their 
Fund could give, by the following Colonies, 
which were, until fupplied by the Society, 
entirely deftitute of a Miniftry. 

5. Penfyhania is the firft of thefe, a large The State of 
Country, extending above 120 Miles in^^^^^^- 
Length, and in fome Parts of a great Breadth ; 
fettled firft by fome Dutch and Swedes ; the 
Dutch Plantation fixed on the Freflies of the 
River Delaware. The Fins or fome In- 
habitants of Finland^ compofed the Swedijh 
Colony ; the Swedes applied themfelves to 
Husbandry, the Dutch to Trade, the latter 
grew foon too powerful for the former 1 
and tho' the King of Sweden appointed 
formerly a Governour here to protect his 
Subjedts, yet in the Year 1655, the Swedijh 
Governour "John Rizeing^ made a formal 
Surrender of the Country to the Dutch 
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Governor. But the EngliJhYleet in the Year 
1664, having obliged New Amfterdam^ now 
called New Tork^ to forrender, and the En- 
gtijh alfo making themfelvcs Matters of 
the adjoining Plantations on the Continent, 
both Parties in this Country, the Dutch 
and Sweedsy peaceably fubmitted to the 
Engiijh. Mr. Pen, the Proprietary, who 
had the Grant of this Country, called it 
from his own Name Penfylvania. There 
were but few Englt/h in this Colony, be- 
fore this Gentleman carried over a con- 
iiderable Body of Adventurers, about 2000 
Perfons, all Quakers, who were more 
readily difpofed to venture with him, as 
being reputed the Head of that Sedt of 
People in England. 

T H IS fpacious Country was thus fettled 
by People' of feveral Nations, and of va- 
rious Opinions in Religion ; the Dutch were 
Calvinijis, the Swedes, Luther ans, the main 
Body of the Englijh, fakers: But a few 
Years after the fakers fettled here, Per- 
fons of feveral other Perfuafions in Reli- 
gion came over, and fome Members of 
the Church of England. The fakers 
alio divided among themfelves, on Account 
of fome different Sentiments in Religion, 
and fct up fcparate Meetings. The other 
lohtbitants followed each what was good 
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In his own Eyes. The Publick Worihip 
of G o D was generally negle&ed, and th^ 
whole People lived without the inftituted 
Means of Grace and Salvation; tho* * 
great Body of Men, amounting now to near 
looooPcrfons; fettled in feveral commo* 
dious Towns for Trade and Husl^ndry. 
But they have fince approved themfelyes 
a worthy and induftrious People, and have 
of late Years, fince the Church of England 
Worfliip hath been fet up among them^ 
by voluntary Contributions, built feveral 
Churches, eredted Schools, reformed their ^ 
Lives and Manners, and made confiderable 
Improvements in Trade, Husbandry, and 
Induftry of all Kinds. 

6. The next Colony is New 2^ry6 Go-Stateofi«f«r- 
vernment, formerly called Nova Belgiay or 
New Netherlands^ becaufe firft fettled by 
the Dutch', the Soil is faid to be exceed- 
ing fruitful, and the Climate the moll 
healthy of all the Britijh America. The 
firft Bounds of this Country, when pofifefs'd 
by the Dufchy were Maryland on the Soufb^ 
the main Land as far as it could be 6xC» 
covered JFeJiwardy the great River Canada, 
Northwardy and New Englandy Eaftward. 
ThtEaJl and Weft JerJleSy were afterwards 
taken out of it, aikl given to Under Pro*- 
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prictarics, by the Duke of Tork^ who had 
the Grant of the whole. The Jerjes 
were firft fettled by S weeds and fome 
Dutcb^ afterwards hy Englijh Inhabitants; 
However, as New Tork and the Jerfies are 
now under one Governor, the Reader may 
cpnfider them as one Country, extending near 
400 Miles in Length, on the Sea-Coaft, and 
in Breadth 120. A very fpacious Country, 
enriched with two noble Streams, the Hud^ 
fin and Delaware Rivers, running feveral 
hundred Miles, and navigable up above a 
100 into the main Land, by Ships of 
great Burthen, and both falling into the 
Sea with commodious Harbours. I muft 
not omit mentioning here, Long^IJland^ a 
confiderable Branch of this Government. 
It is fituate oppolite to the New Tork 
Coaft, an Ifland above 100 Miles long, and 
about 12 broad, fettled firft by the Dutch ^ 
and afterwards by fome Englip from New 
England^ now a populous Country, exceed- 
ingly fruitful, having on the Eaji Part 10 
Englijh Towns, who were computed to 
have above 800 Families in the Year 1701, 
and on tho Wejl Part, 9 Dutch Towns, 
reckoned to contain above 500 Families. 
The People were of various Seds and De- 
nominations, chiefly Independents and Qua- 
kers, who had removed from New En^ 
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giand, together with many others not pro- 
fefling any Sort of Religion. 

The whole Body of this Government, 
Long^IJland^ Statten^IJland^ the Counties on 
the Continent^ and both the Jerfies^ had no 
Publick Worlhip duly fettled; a great 
Variety of Sentiments and Schemes in Re- 
ligion obtained every where, and the DutcB 
who remained there under the Englijb 
Government, lived in the moil orderly and 
Chriftian Manner: I (hall give aDefcription 
of the Religious State of this Country, in 
the Words of an excellent Perfon, Colonel 
Heatbcote^ a Gentleman who had a con« 
iid^rable Fortune there. He wrote thus 
to the Society in 1704. ** Being favoured 
with this Opportunity, I cannot omit 
giving you the State of this Country, 
in relation to the Church, and (hall be* 
gin theHiftory thereof, from the Time 
^^ I firft came among them, which was 
" about 12 Years agoe. I found it the 
moft rude and Heathenifh Country I 
ever faw in my whole Life, which called 
themfelves Chriftians, there being not fo 
*^ much as the leafl Marks or Footfteps 
of Religion of any Sort. Sundays were 
only Times fet apart by them for all 
^^ manner of vain Sports and lewd Diver* 

D '^ fions. 
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"Jions, and they were grown to fuch 
" a Degree of Rudenefs that it was in- 
" tolerable. I having then the Com- 
" mand of the Militia, fent an Order to 
*^ all the Captains, requiring them to call 
their Men under Arms, and to acquaint 
them, that in Cafe they would not in 
every Town agree among themfelves 
*' to appoint Readers, and to pafs the Sab- 
bath in the beft Manner they could, till 
fuch Times as they could be better pro- 
vided ; that the Captains fliould every Sun-- 
day call their Companies under Arms, and 
fpend the Day in Exercife j whereupon 
it was unanimoufly agreed on thro' the 
«* County, to make Choice of Readers ; 
** which they accordingly did, and con- 
** tinned in thofe Methods for fome Time". 
This Defcription given by that worthy 
Perfon, who proved afterwards highly in- 
ftrumental in fettling Religion, both here 
and in the Neighbouring Countries, was 
confirmed by many Accounts from other 
Hands. 

The Reader will, in the Sequel of this 
Piece, have the Pleafure to fee the Face of 
Things in this Colony exceedingly changed 
for the Better ; and that fince the Society 
have fent Miflionaries hither^ the Inha- 
bitants 



cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 

cc 
cc 



State <f the Colonies. 35 

bitants have thrown off all their former 
Rudcnefs, and become a religious, fober^ 
and polite People, and as Traders to New^ 
Tork affure us, refemble the Englijh very 
much, in their open Behaviour, and frank 
Sincerity of Spirit. 

7. The next Colony is New-England^ rj^y^^ state of 
almoft deferving that noble Name, fo New-Mn^/and. 
mightily hath it encreafed, and, from a 
fmall Settlement at firft, is now become 
a very populous and fiourifhing Govern- 
ment. The Capital City Bojiwy is a Place 
of great Trade and Wealth, and by much 
the largeft of any in the Englijh Empire 
in America J and not exceeded but by few 
Cities, perhaps two or three, in all the 
American World. It is foreign to the 
Purpofe of this Treatife to defcribe its 
ancient Divifion into four great Diftriifls 
or Governments ; the whole Country, 
Nefw-England^ extends above 400 Miles 
on the Sea-Coaft, and near 200 Miles 
into the main Land Wejinvard in fome 
Places. This Colony was firft fettled in 
the Year 1620, by Proteftant Diffenters of 
many Denominations, but chiefly Inde- 
pendents^ Brownijis^ and Presbyterians. They 
did at their firft Settling contend with, and 
by their great Conftancy, at laft furmount 

D z ex- 
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exceeding Difficulties j and have thro' their 
Induftry raifed a plentiful and delightful 
Country out of a barren and wafte Wil- 
derncfs : It ought to be owned to the juft 
Honour of this People, that the firft Set-* 
tiers who left their Native Country Eng- 
landy appear to have done it, out of a true 
Principle of Confcience, however erroneous. 
As foon as they had fixed the Civil Ma- 
giftracy, they did eftablifti a Publick Wor- 
ship of G o D ; and fuitable to this prudent 
as well as Religious Procedure, the Co- 
lony throve apace, and hath now far out- 
ilripped all the others. But when the In^ 
dependents found themfelves fixed in Power, 
they began to exa£t a rigid Conformity 
to their manner of Worfhip. Men of all 
Perfuafions but their own, were ilyled op- 
probrioufly Seftaries, and tho* they had de- 
clared at firft for Moderation, and a general 
Liberty of Confcience, they notwithftanding 
banifhed and drove out of the Country, the 
fakers J th&Antinomian ^ndFamilifiicalPdir^ 
ties. However, there are many Circumftan- 
ces which alleviate and fof ten fome Particu- 
lars, which might feem rigorous in their Ad- 
miniftration. New-England was at the Be- 
ginning harraffed with various Sedaries, 
who, under the Umbrage of Liberty of 
Confcience, took a great Liccntioufiiefs in 

all 
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all Religious and Civil Matters. I fliall men- 
tion a few of the chief, from their own 
Hiftorians; " * Hh&AntinomianSy who deny 
" the Moral Law of G o d, to be the Rule 
** of Christ to wallc by in the Obedi- 
ence of Faith. The Familifls^ who re- 
jeA the fure written Word of God, 
" and teach Men to depend upon new and 
*' rare Revelations for the Knowledge of 
** GoD*s electing Love towards them. 
The Conformitants or Formalijlsy who 
bring in a Form of Worftiip of their 
own, and join it with the Worfliip God 
^* hath appointed in his Word. The See^ 
" kers^ who deny all manner of Worihip 
" and all the Ordinances of Jesus Christ, 
affirming them to be quite loft, and not 
to be attained till new Apoftles come > 
" befides thefe, there were Arriam^ Ar^ 
^* mint am y fakers 5" with thefe iVlew- 
England fwarmed, and their own beft Wri- 
ters give us a very melancholy Account of 
their Enthufiaftick Behaviour. 

But the moft impudent Sefkarifts, a 
Sedt heard of in no other Part of the 
World, were the* Gortonijis^ fo named from 
their vile Ringleader, one Gorton^ who 
et up to live in a more brutal Manner 
than the wild Indian Savages j in Defiance 

D3 and 
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and Contempt of any Means for inftru€ting 
themfel ves in the Knowledge of G o d, and 
without any Civil Government toreftrain 
them in common Humanity and Decency. 
This BlafphemousFellow had hisFoUowers, 
and was with Difficuhy fupprefled by the 
Civil Power, in Governor Dudlfs Time, 
in the Year 1643. Yet tho' the Civil Ma- 
gillrate could flop the Progrefs of this 
Iniquity, fo far as to prevent its being an 
allowed and tolerated Fadtion or Party ; 
yet ftill, down to this Day, there hath con- 
tinued aSucceifion of People, who have 
not been aihamed to own and maintain 
his impious Tenets, commonly called now 
Gortonian Principles. 

8. After thefe Sedtaries had rofe and 
fallen, another Sort of People appeared, pro- 
feifing themfclves Members of the Church 
of England. Thefe too were looked up- 
on as Sedtaries, with what Degree of Mo- 
defty or Truth the Reader muft judge. 
It is true indeed, at the fettling of the 
Country, as hath been before obfcrved^ 
Independants were the firft Planters, who 
removed from England^ from what they 
thought Perfecution j but fince that Time, 
great Numbers of People, Members of the 
Church of Englandy have at di&rent Times 

fettled 
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fettled there, who thought thcmfelves 
lurcly entituled, by the very New-England 
Charter, to a Liberty of Confcience, in the 
worftiipping of God after their own Way. 
Yet the Independents (it feems) were not 
of this Sentiment, but adted as an Efta- 
blifliment. The Members of the Church 
of England -met with Obftrudtions in fetting 
up that Form of Worfhip, and therefore 
a great Number of the Inhabitants of 
Bojion^ got an humble Petition to be laid 
before His Majefty, King CHARLES the 
Second, by Dr. Compton^ then Biihop oiLon^ 
don-, praying that they might be allowed 
to build a Church at Bojion^ and to perform 
Divine Worfhip according to the Church 
of England. This Petition was granted, 
a Church was foon after built, and fre- 
quented by a numerous Congregation 5 upon 
this Occafion, the Members of the Church 
of England in many other Towns in New 
England^ declared their Defire of the like 
Advantage of worfhipping God after that 
Way, wrote very zealous Letters to Bifhop 
Compton for Minifiers 5 and now it appeared 
they were a very confiderable Body of 
People. 

9. Newfoundland, is the next and ^^^ J^f^j. 
Northern Colony «f thtEfigHJh^ lying be- 2,«/.'^'*'' 
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tween 46 and 53 Degrees of Northern 
Latitude^ it is a large Ifland, as big as Ire^ 
land. The firfl: Settlement was made here 
in the Year 16 10. The Englijh frequent 
this liland chiefly for the Cod Fifhery on 
the Sand Banks, not for the Improvement 
of the Soil of the Country, which is faid 
to be worth little ; and therefore they have 
not built any Towns, but made only Settle- 
ments, which they chofe to call Harbours. 
However, there is one Place which may 
deferve the Name of a Town, namely, St. 
yobn\ fituate commodioufly within the 
Neck of an Harbour. The Houfcs were 
built on the Northern Shore, and every 
Family had a Sort of Wharf to dry his 
Fifh on. There was a handfome Church 
built here, before the French in 1705, 
burntthis Town and the Church. After the 
Englijh had again drove out the French^ 
they built another fmall Church and 
Houfes for thcmfclvcs round the Fort, for 
their greater Security. Tho' the conftant 
Inhabitants in this Place are but few, yet 
in Fifhing Seafons great Number of £«- 
glijh repair thither for catching Cod, fome 
Years there have been 500 Sail of Ships 
laden with Cod. There are computed to 
be here about 5 or 6 Settlements, con- 
taining in all, about 500 Families conftantly 

re- 
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rcfiding on the Iflwid. The People are poor, 
and unable to fupport a Minifter, and at 
the Time this Corporation vras eflabliflied 
had none : Therefore that the whole 
Ifland, all the Settlers, and many Thou- 
fands of occafional Inhabitants, might not 
be dcftitute. of having the Publick Wor- 
fhip of God celebrated, the Society fent 
<hc Reverend Mr. ytfc^« thither, allowed 
him an Annual Salary for feveral Years, and 
made him other Gratuities. 

10. T H I s is the Defcription of the Religi- 
ous State of the Colonies. I fhall contraA 
the whole into a fliort View, as the Ho- "^ 
nourable Governour Dudley^ Colonel Afor- 
m, zxiACoXontX Heat hcote J have reprefented 
it in their Memorials. " In South-Carolina 
there were computed 7000 Souls, befides 
Negroes and Indians, living without any 
" Miniftcr of the Church of England^ andbut 
few diffenting Teachers of any Kind, above 
half the People living regardlefs of any Re- 
ligion. In North-Carolina^ above 5000 
" Souls without any Minifter, any religious 
'* Adminiftrations ufed 5 no Publick Worfhip 
celebrated, neither the Children baptized, 
nor the Dead buried in any ChriilianForm. 
Virginia contained above 40000 Souls, divi- 
ded into 40 Pariihes,but wanting near half 
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the Number of Clergymen requifite. 
Msrylandy contained above25ooo, divided 
iftto 26 Parifhes, but wanting alfo near 
" half the Number of Minifters requifite. 
" In Penfyhania (fays Colonel Heathcote) 
*' there are at leaft 20000 Souls, of which, 
not above 700 frequent the Church, and 
there are not more than 250 Commu- 
nicants. The two Jerfies contain about 
** 15000, of which, not above 600 fre- 
quent the Church, nor have they more 
than 250 Communicants. In New 
Tork Government we have 30000 Souls 
** at leaft, of which about 1200 frequent 
** the Church, and we have about 450 
** Communicants. In Connecticut Colony 
in New England^ there are about 30000 
Souls, of which, when they have a 
" Miniftdr among them, about 150 fre- 
" quent the Church, and there are 35 
<* Communicants. In Rhode-IJland and 
** ISfaraganfetfy which is one Govern- 
" ment, there are about loooo Souls, of 
" which, about 150 frequent the Church, 
" and there are 30 Communicants. In 
" Bqfiort and Pifcataway Government, there 
^^ are about 80000 Souls, of which, about 
600 frequent the Church, and 120 the 
Sacrament. In Newfoundlandy there are 
** about ^oo Families conftantly living in 
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* the Place, and many Thoufands of occa- 
** fional Inhabitants, and no Sort of Pub- 

* lick Chriftian Worftiip ufed. This is the 
" true, tho' melancholy State of oUr Church 
" in North America ; and whoever fends 
** any other Accounts more in her Favour, 
** are certainly under Miilakes j nor can I 
•* take them (if they do it knowingly) to 
" be Friends to the Church ; for if the 
** Diftemper be not rightly known ftad- ton- 
" derllood, proper Remedies can neter be 
" applied. 



CHAP. 



44 Kequ^s for Miffionaries 






CHAP. III. 

J'be Teopk in the Cohnies eery defirous 
rfMimfters of the Church (f England : 
Rfiftt^s Jrom Congregatms qf TeopU 
in each Cohmjf. 

«Jn''<?fe ^* ^ ■ 1 H E Governors of fevcral Co- 
Cokmies. I lonies, and other Gentlemen of 

Charadler abroad, and Merchants 
here in London^ having given fuch a par- 
ticular Dcfcription of the Religious State 
of the Plantations ; the Society found it 
was high Time, to enter upon the good 
Work. They were pleafed to fee, that as 
the People were plainly in great Want of 
a Chriftian Miniftry, fo they (hewed alfo 
a very earneft Defire of being affifted 
with fuch. For after it was known pub- 
lickly in the Plantations, . that this Society 
was ere&ed, and that they intended to 
fend Minifters to fuch Places as (hould de- 
fire them;, efpecially, after the Reverend 
Mr. Keith and Mr. TCalboty who had been 
fent Travelling Preachers thro' all the Co- 
lonies 
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lonies of the Continent, had finifhed their 
Miffion ; the People feemed to awake 
from the Lethargy they had fo long laid 
under, great Numbers of the Inhabitants, 
of various Humours, and different Tenets 
in Religion, began to contend with great 
Zeal which fliould be firft fupplyed with 
Minifters of the Church of Englandy and 
wrote very earneft Letters to the Society. 
This was a Strife very agreeable to the 
Society, and now they promifed them* 
felves, their Labour would not be in vain, 
nor their honourable Benefadors Charity, 
like Water fpilt upon the, Ground. They 
thought any further Delay now would be 
inexcufable, after the People had prefled 
fq earneflly for their Afliftance. 

Indeed, The Society, thro^ the whole ThcPoMfc 
Management of the Truft, have been church of fi»^ 
fo far from acting with an overbufy Zeal^^*^*"* 
of obtruding the Church of England 
Worfliip upon any Sort of People abroad, 
that they have always this unpleafing Re^* 
fledtion ; that they have not been able to 
give anyAffiftance to great Numbers of 
People, who have in very moving Terms, 
with a true Chriftian Spirit requefted it j 
and whom they knew to ftand very much 
in Want of it. There remain upon their 

Books 
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Books 'Entries of numerous Petitions from 

Congregations of fober and well-difpofed 

/ People praying for Miniftcrs, which to 

their own great Difcomfort, they have 
been forced to pafs by, on Account of the 
Smallnefs of their Fund ; and not one In- 
ilance of a Minifter fettled in any Place, 
where many of the Inhabitants did not ear- 
neftly defire it, and to the utmoft of 
their Power contribute towards his Sup- 
port. That the Publick may be fully ac- 
quainted with this Difpofition in the Co- 
lonies, it will be proper here, to give the 
Reader, the Peoples Requefts to the So- 
ciety in their own Words ; to let the 
People fpeak for themfelves, that the 
World may judge, whether this Chriftian 
Work was not as neceflary, as furely it is 
pipus. 

The Memorials and Petitions of the 
Governors and Congregations of Peo- 

MX^sfromPl<^^ A^^" ^ ^^i^ down n«t, in the fame 
south -Caroii' Or dor J the State of the Colonies was de- 
^''' fcrited, beginning wvAi Soutb^Carolinay the 

moft Southern Colony, 

-s 2. Th E firft Memorial from Soutb-^Carth 
Hina^ was from the Governour and Council 

of 
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of Carolina^ dated at the Council Board, at 
Cbarles-^l'tywrij figned by tho^ Governor Sir 
Nathaniel John/on^ and the Members of the 
Council in 1702, it runs thus; *' We could 
not omit this Opportunity of teftifying 
the grateful Senfe we have^ of your 
moft noble and Chriftian Charity to our 
poor Infant Church in this Province, 
exprefled by the generous Encourage- 
ment you have been pleafed to give to 
" thofe, who are now coming Miilionaries, 
the Account of which we have juft now 
received, by the worthy Miffionary, and 
our deferving Friend and Minifter, Mr. 
" TbomaSy who, to our great Satisfaftion, 
is now arrived. The extraordinary 
Hurry we are in, occafioned by the late 
Invaiion, attempted by the French and 
Spans ardsy from whom God hath mi- 
raculouily delivered us, hath prevented 
our receiving a particular Account from 
" Mr. Thomas pf your Bounty -, and alfo 
" hath not given us Leifure to view your 
^^ Mifiionaries Infbru(3ions, either in re- 
gard of what relates to them or to our 
felves: But we fliall take fpeedy Care 
to give them all due Encouragement, 
and the venerable Society the utmoft 
Satisfadlion* There is nothing fo dear 
to us as our holy ReUgioo^ and the 

" In- 



CC 
CC 
CC 
CC 
CC 
CC 



CC 
€i 
CC 
CC 
CC 
CC 



4C 



CC 

(C 



4S Kequefis for MiJJmaries 

« Intcrcft of the Eftablifli'd Church, in 
" which wc have (we blefs God) been 
" happily educated 5 wc therefore devoutly 
^' adore God's Providence for bringing, 
and heartily thank your Society for 
encouraging, fo many Miffionaries to 
come among us. We promife your 
" Honourable Society, it fhall be our daily 
Care and Study, to encourage their 
pious Labours, to protedt their Perfons, 
" to revere their Authority, to improve 
by ther minifterial Inftrudtions, and as 
foon as poffible to enlarge their Annual 
" Salaries, — when wc have placed 
your Miffionaries in their feveral Pa- 
riftics according to your Direftions, and 
" received from them an Account of your 
** noble Bcncfa<3ion of Books for each 
" Parifb, we (hall then write more par- 
" ticular and full: In the mean Time, 
wc beg of your Honourable Society to 
accept of our hearty Gratitude, and to 
*^ be affured of our iincerc Endeavour, to 
" concur witli them in their moft noble 
Deiign of Propagating Chrift's holy 
Religion. 
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I N December following, thfc Society 
received another Letter from the Gover- 
nor and Council, as yras intimated before, 
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The Society received another Letter from 
the Governor and Council, dated Decern^ 
btr 17063 acquainting them with the 
Reverend Mr. T^homui\ Death, and defiring 
more Miffionaries might be fent. Their 
Words are thefc> " Mr. Samuel T'homas^ 
whom we dcfigned for Charles Town, 
we were fo unhappy as to lofe, for he 
died in fome few Days after hisArri<» 
** val : His Death hath been a very great 
" Lofs to this Province, he being aPer« 
*• fon of great Piety and Virtue, and by 
his exemplary Life, diligent Preaching, 
and obliging Carriage, had the good 
Will of all Men. He not only brought 
** over feveral of the Diflcnters, but alfo 
" prevailed upon feveral who profefled 
" themfelves Members of the Church of 
England^ to lead religious Lives, and 
to become conftant Communicants, and 
" other confiderable Services he did for 
** the Church, We fhall now have Oc* 
** cafion for Four more Minifters in the 
" Country, befides one for Charles Town: 
** So we do moft humbly requeft your 
<* Honourable Society, to fend four more 
«* Minifters for the Country, and upon 
** your Recommendation we fhall have 
** them fix'd in the feveral Parifties there. 

These 
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Thbs^ fetters arc fu^^cicm to flfxew 
the Senfe of the Country, concerning re* 
ceivmg Clergymen of the Church of En- 
gland^ upon the firft finding a Miffionary. 
I muft he^e» once for all, remark to the 
Reader, that upon the Death of a Miflio- 
nary, the fame earneft Deiire for a Succef* 
fpr h^th bejen always continued. 

R uefts for ^* T ^^ ? oex;t Government, Nortb-Caro^ 
IJ^^nftomlijufj was later fettled, had been haraffed 
with inteftine Feuds and Diviiions, and al- 
np,oft deftroy'd by an Indian War; the Soci- 
ety at fiifft fen^t hither only one Miffionary, 
the Reverend Mr. Adams^ and he was foon 
obliged, on Account of feveral diftreffingCir- 
cumftances, to return to England. Colonel ' 
G/j(?wr then Governor of the Country, the 
Church-wardens and Veftry of Coratuck^ of 
Fafcotanky and Ckqwan Precinds, where he 
had chiefly employed his Labours s wrote to 
the Society upon his Departure, in the Year 
17 1 o, and did with great Earncftnefs reprc- 
fent their Want of Minifters. I fhall give the 
Reader here only one Letter, from the Church- 
wardens and Veftry of Coratuckj becaufe the 
others are much of the fame Strain, conceived, 
indeed in very plain, but ftrong and afiedting 
Terms. " We the Church-wardens and 

1* Veftry- 
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•* Vcftry-^Mcti as Aeprefentativis, and at 
" the Requcft of the Preci&a and Parifh 
« of Coratuck, North-Carolina^ do d*fire to 
« offer our grateful Ai^knowlcdgmerits ih 
^* the moft humble and hearty Manner, 
** to the moft Reverend Father in God, 
« Thomas^ Lord Archbifhop of CdHUt-bury^ 
^^ Prefident, and the reft of the Men>bfers 
** of the Society for the Propagafioh of 
" the Gofpcl in Foreign Parts, fdr their 
'* pious Care in fending the Reverend Mr, 
^* Adams among us, who hath, during his 
^* Abode here, behaved hin&felf in all re-^ 
fpedts as a Minifter of Ghrift, exein-^ 
pkry in his Lilbj Und blamelefs in his 
** Converfaf idft > and no^ being bound for 
^* England, ^e with fof#owful Hearts, 
*^ and true Love and Affeaian, take our 
*^ Leave of him. We (hall ever blefs that 
Providence which placed hifti among 
us, ind fhouW be vefy \it^9t to hH 
** Gh^a^ef, if We did no* give hirft ih6 
^* TiftiigflLOfi'y of a pious and painful Fa- 
** ftor 5 vfhoft Swecthefs of Temper, BHr- 
** pttit€ in hts GalKfig, and Soundncfs o^ 
*^ Efodriortc, hetfi fo* mueh conduced fa 
^* promote the great End of his Miifioft, 
** that we hope the good Seed Gao hatfe 
^* enabled l^m to- fow, will bear Fruit 
*^ tipwards: This hath in fome Mcafure 
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** appeared already, for tho' the Sacra-* 
" ment of the Lord's-Supper, was never 
^* before his Arrival adminiftred in this 
" Prccinft ; yet we have had more Com- 
** municants than moft of our neighbouring 
** Pariflies of Virginia^ Mrho have had the 
*^ Advantage of a fettled Miniftry for 
*^ many Years. We have no more to add, 
but beg the Honourable Society will be 
pleafed to continue us ftill under their 
" charitable Care, for whatever our Merits 
*^ be, our Neceffities are great, and all 
^^ the Return we can make, is to praife 
•* G o D for railing up fo many truly good 
** Friends to our Soitls j and that Heaven 
may profper you in fo pious and chari- 
table a Defign, fhall be the Subje<ft of 
** our Prayers. 

Virginia and Maryland are the next 
Colonies, ^oth which were divided into 
Parifhes, and had a regular and licenfed 
Clergy, with Salaries fettled on them by 
Afts of Affembly ; yet neither of thefe 
Colonies had much above half the proper 
Number of Minifters for their Churches. 
However, by their officiating in two or 
more Places by Turns, the Publick Wor- 
fliip of G o D was decently fupported, and 
the miniflerial OfRces duly performed; 

for 
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fdr whifh Heafon, the Society did not 
fend any Miflionaries to thefe Colonies. 

A. T H B large adioinlng Colony, Pen-- ??2J**^ ^^ 
jylvama, was in a very deltitute State, fromPen/y/' 
wholly unprovided of any Minifter of the ^"^"'"^ 
Church of Englandy except only at one Place, 
Philadelphia. A eonfiderable Number of 
People here, Members of the Church of £;^- 
glandy had formed themielves into a gathered 
Church, and chofe a Veftry, and tranfmitted 
to the Society a very zealous Letter in the 
Year 1704, wherein they fay, ** They can 
** never be fufficiently thankful to Divine 
" Providence, who hath raifed up this 
Society, to maintain the Honour of 
Religion, and to engage in the great 
" Work, the Salvation of Men: That 
" Gratitude, and an humble Acknowledge 
** ment, of their noble and charitable Re- 
** folution of propagating the facred Gof- 
^^ pel, in thefe remote and dark Corners 
^ of the Earth, is not only a Duty, but a 
•* Debt, on all true ProfefTors of Chri- 
•* ftianity. 

A T the fame Time the Society received 
a Letter from the Veftry of Che/ler in ' 
Penfylvania, full of religious Sentiments, 
** that they did blefs Gop, who had put 

E 3 '' it 
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" it into the Hearts of fo many chariu-» 
*• ble Pcrfow, to engage in the great 

" Work of promoting the Salvation of 
" fuch as werq fp widely removed from 
<^ all Cpnveniencics of Pivine Worfliip, 
*' as thqy were, till the Chriftian Charity 
*< of this Society, not only procured a 
^ Minifter for them^ hut alfo fupported 
^ him. This iruly was ahfolutely ne- 
ceffary, fpjj thp' i|i fome Paits of thai 
Prpvisice, aiid particularly in and abput 
^* Philad^bi^y AbmidancQ of $ouls v«ew 
** daily a^dded to the Chv^rch, yet th« 
^^ Nwaiher Qf tM^. Pairij(h bcijpg feiatt, and 
^^ the Charge of building theif Church 
«^ (iVJl iheo quite finiflied) together with 

** ^e great Sewcity pf MoAsy among 

** them fi»ee the Wwr with Spain^ had 
qui^e diir4?na1?led thiep. from taking that 
Weight from the Society, which other- 
wife thfsy would kvve wilMngly done. 

*' Thgy' w^W l^efor^ h^d Grounds even 
to hope the Qpfpel would be Propa-- 
ga.ted, in %koQ^ above all othj^r Foreiga^ 
Parts, till they found themfelves th© 

^' Subjcdls of the Society*s Care. '' The 

SociQty^ rqceiyed^ ^ICp Letters and Pe- 
titiojjjS: from^ the People* q£ l)ovar Hun^ 
dred> OpcfurJ^^ a»4 fwim the ff^djk Peo- 
ple fettkd at Rfidmr^ requfifting, the Cor^. 
' pora- 
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pbrktion with great Eajrhiifthers to (biid 
theili Miffionaries ; and ibxpteffihg the 
greateft Love and Efteem for xhit Do^rihe 
jAnd Difcipline of the Chutch of Ehglahd. 

5. Neiv^Terk Govcrnttieiit ii hcxt j this Reqncfts from 
worthy Pfcbple Ihewfcd ah early Zeal for 2m£^for 
having the Church bf B;af^/W Wt>r{hi|J efta- Miffionarics. 
bliftied among them. In the Tear 1693, an 
Adt was pafTed for fetttin| the Ghurch of 
England Service in foitie Cdtihties, and a 
Provifion appointed for 4 Minifltrs, one for 
the City of TVrtr-rtfr*, the Capital of the 
Coufitry^ and th^ tth fbf other pf ineipal 
Towns. But this k€t did hot take Effe^ 
till abotit the Year l^02j nor was tlxc 
Provifion made thereby^ a fuffieieftt Main- 
tenance for ih€ Minifters in the Country 
Towns: Thefc applied to the Society 
for Help } particularly the Inhabitants 
of fFeJi^Cbefier^ wftte tery prfcffing for a 
Miftifter. Earneft Mimdfials wefe fent 
from the Inhabitants of New-Ricbel, from 
thofe of JaMaicSy and Hempfted^ To\t^ns 
in htmg-IJland \ from Statieh-IJlandj ahd 
from Ryei and their Defires have bedn 
comply'd with, and Miflionaries fent to 
thofe Placet* 

The chief Inhabitants of Burlington ThtTeopk in 
(hewed a very early Affcdion for theg^JSate?: 

E 4 Church 
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Church of England Worfhip, which they 
have continued down to the prcfent Time 
ijiviolablc. In 1704, they wrote to the 
Society, " That they had a very deep 
" Senfe of the Happinefs of having Re- 
** ligion fettled among them, they defired 
^* to adore the Goodnefs of G o d for mo- 
** ving the Hearts of the Lords Spiritual 
" and Temporal, the Nobles and Gentry, 
" to enter into a Society for Propagating 
" the Gofpel in Foreign Parts, the Bene- 
** fit of which they had already experi- 
** enced, ind hoped further to enjoy. 
** They had joined in Subfcription to 
^* build a Church, which, tho' not yet 
•* near finifhed, they had heard feveral 
** Sermons in it ; but they were not able 
" to maintain a Minifter without the Af- 
^Vfiftance of the Society, whereon they 
*• begged Gop to fhowcr his Bleflings as 
*^ a Reward for their great Charity and 
« Care for the good of Souls." The 
Vcftry wrote a Letter to the fame EiFea 
to Bifhop Compton, intreating his Lord- 
Ihip^s Favour, and returning their hum- 
ble Thanks fpr his Care of them. 

Colon EL Morris^ a Gcntlenun of Cha- 
rsificr, and confiderabic Intereft in New-^ 



fmi the Coknies. 57 

Jerfey, did in a Letter, in the Year 1703, very 
earneftly foUicite Dr. Beveridge (late BUhop 
of St. Afafb) a Member of this Society, to 
recommend it to^ the Society, to fend a 
Miffionary to Monmouth County, in Eajl 
Jerfey^ where a confiderable Body of Peo- 
ple ^d formed themfelves into a ga* 
thcrcd Church, and had promifed all the 
Help their narrow Circumftances could 
afford their Minifter. The Society were not 
then able to fupport a Miffionary there. 
But the Reverend Mr. Alexander Jnnisy hap- 
pening to be in thofe Parts, took the Care 
of that People upon him. After a worthy 
Difcharge of his Function for feme 
Years, he died 5 upon which the Juflices 
of the Peace, the High-SheriiF, and 
Grand Jury of Monmouth County, did 
reprefent to the Society, in the Year 
1717. " That the Worthy and Reverend 
Mr. Alexander Innisy by unwearied 
Pains and Induftry, gathered three Con- 
gregations in this County, tho' much 
^* fcattered in their Habitations; yet did 
'^ he vifit them, teach them, and inftrud: 
*' them all, once at leaft in three Weeks, 
** in order to their eternal Happinefs. 
^^ But alas I fince his Death, we have been 
^* without the Means of Grace, unhappy 
^^ m want of a Minifter of the Eftablifh'd 

^ Church, to officiate in that Office, and 

« to 
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« to iflftfud the Youth in the Church*. 
« Cttechifm. For Want bf this, we find 
« that fome are toflcd too and fro', and 
« too many count that they are not bound 
" by our holy Religion, but at full Li- 
" berty to do what may feem good in their 
" own Eyes, whaeh hath a wretched In- 
« flucnce on their Morals j and we are 
" much afraid that if a narrow Search 
" were made, fuch would make up a 
•* great Bulk, among near 400 Families 
" in this County -— therefore that the 
« Fublick Worfbip of Almighty God, 
« may be maintained in that Order, and 
« according to thofe excellent Rules efta- 
'* bliihed in the Church of England, we 
** humbly ♦ pray that your Honourable 
" Body would think of us, and fend over 
" one to help us ( A^s xvi. 9.) for fuch 
" are our Circumftanccs, that we cannot 
** in this Cafe help our felves. 

6. Tkb Society received the following 
very ferious and pathetick Letter from the 
Inhabitaatft of Salem m Weft NeVf-Jerfey, 
aod the Parti a^ent, in the Year 1722. 
" Very Venerable Gentlemen. A poor 

unhappy People fettled by Gotffi Frovi- 
** dcncci <» proGtire by laborious Induftry 
!' a Subfiifattice for otif Famifies, make 

« bold 
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<^ bold to tpply ow felvcs to God, thro* 
^^ that very pious and charitable Society, 
'' hi$ happy laftruments to difperfe his 
'' Blef&ngs in xhdk remote Parts ^ that as 
'^ his Goodjiefs hath vouchfafed us a mo-^ 
<^ derate Support for our Bodies, his holy 
Spirit xxiay influence you to provide us 
with Spiritual Food for our Souls : In 
this Cafe our Indigence is exceiBve, and 
^^ our Deftitution deplorable, having never 
*^ been fo blefs'd, as to have a Perfon 
** fettled amoi^ us, to difpenfe the Au* 
^^ guft Ordinances of Rdi^ion ; infomuch 
'^ that even the Name of it is almoft loft 
^' among usj the Virtue and Energy of 
'^ it over Mens Lives, aknoik expiring, we 
wooi't iay forgotten> for that implies 
previous Knowledge of it. But how 
fhould People know, having learned fe 
^^ little of God, and his Worfhip? And 
'^ how caa they learn wkhout a Teacher ? 
^^ Our Condkioa is truly lamentable,, and 
deifervifi^ Chriftiaaiu Compaffion. And 
to whom caa we^ apply our felve^ bin 
to that xenerabb Cotporatkm^ whole 
^ 2^1 iofi the Ptopagaxioir of the Go^ 
^* pel of |ES,iis,Cii:RiST,. hanh prefervcd 
** fo many in thefe Colonies, frorh Irre- 
^^ l^ion^ Pso^uenefs and lo&kHty ? We 

^ hefeech. ycyui thesefore^ ia th& Nasae of 

« our 



€€ 
<€ 



CC 
CC 
€i 



^0 Kequefis fw Miffionaries 

*^ our common Lord and Mailer, and 
gracious Redeemer, and for the Sake 
of the Gofpel (juft ready to die among 
us) to make us Partakers of that Bounty 
to thefe Parts; and according to the 
Motto engraven on your Seal, ^ran-- 
feuntes adjuvate^ nos {peni Infideles) Be 
pleafed to fend us fome Reverend Cler* 
gyman, according to your Wifdom, 
who may inform our Judgments, by 
preaching to us the Truths of the Gol- 
pel ; and recover us all. Aged and 
Young, out of the miferable Corrup- 
tions, confequent to a grofs Ignorance 
** of it ; to v^rhom we promife all En- 
^* couragement according to our Abilities, 
*^ and all due Refpedt and Obedience to 
" his Office, Inftrudions and Perfon. 
•* The Lord in Mercy look upon us, 
and excite you, according to ypur won- 
ted Piety, to have a compaffionate Re^ 
gard of our Cafe, and we pray the Great 
G o D to profper all your pious Under- 
takings, to promote his Glory and the 
Good of his Church, efpecially in this 
deftitiite Place of the Pilgrimage of 
your moft dutiful Servants, Qc. 
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The Society were moved by this plain 
and fincerc Letter, and foon after fent, 

and 
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^nd have continued ever fince a Miffionaiy 
tbere. 

7. T u £ laft Government, New-England^ 
tho' as hath been remarked before, pro- 
vided with an Independent and Presbyterian 
Miniftry, yet had great Numbers of In- 
habitants, who could not follow that 
Perfuafion, but were exceeding defirous of 
worfhipping Goo after the Manner of the 
Church of England. I fhall give the 
Reader a few Petitions from Congre- 
gations of People in this Government^ 
which (hew plainly the Society did not 
concern themfelves here, till they were 
loudly called upon ; and that the Inhabi- 
tants in many Places, did not only fend Pe^ 
titions for Minijiers^ but alfo built Churches 
before they bad any Minijlers j which is an 
uncontroulable Evidence and Proof, that 
the People themfelves defired to have 
the Church of England Worfhip, with a 
hearty Zeal and true Sincerity. 

In September 1702. the Church-war- 
dens of lii6c^^-i^/i«^, wrote to the Society^ 
That they cannot forbear expreffing 
their great Joy in being under the Pa- 
tronage of fo honourable a Corporation, 
** thro' whofe pious Endeavours, with 

« God's 
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God's Affiftance, the Chutch of Eng^ 

land hath fo fair a Profpc6t of fiourifh^ 

ing in thofc remote Parts of the World, 

and among the reft of her fmall Branches, 

theirs alfo in Rhode-Iflandx That tho' 

it is not four Years fince they began 

to affemble themfelves together to wor- 

fliip God after the Manner o£ the 

Church of England^ yet have they built 

" them a Church, finished all on the Out* 

" fide, and the Infide is Pewed well, tho' 

*' not beautiful ; and whatfoever Favours ' 

" the Society fhall beftow upon them to- 

♦* wards the promoting of their Church, 

** fliall be be t-eceired with the humblefl: 

" Gratitude, and fccondcd with the utmoft 

" of their Abilities. 

T H B BHhop of Londtm (Dr. Compton) 
received at the fame Tfme PethioTis 
for Miniflers from Rb^de^IJtand^ from 
Nsraganfeft^ from Ntwlrttry^ tf Chttrch in 
New-Hampjhire, from Htffe Ccmpton and 
^ivertofiy from Braintree near Bojion^ and 
from Stratford m.ConneSHcut. The Cafe 
of thefe two laft Towns was alfo further 
«omtHcnde(f fo the Socret/s Care, by 
Gentlemen of cotifiderabl'd Figure and 
Intercft. ColofleJ inform preflcd very ear- 
neftfy fbr a Mmiftef for Braintree, and 

Co- 
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CdQuef HeatbcQtey for another, for the 
People of Conne0icut Colony ; great Num«» 
hers of whom, were very earneft to have 
a Minifter of the Church of England. 
Rohert Hunter Efq; Governor of New^ 
Torky in the Year 171 1, writes thus to 
the Society, concerning the People at 
Stratford: When I was at Connedicut, 
tbofe of our Communion at the Cbureb at 
Stratford, came to me in a Body, and then, 
as they have fnce by Letter^ begged my In-^ 
terQeffion nsoitb the Venerable Society ^ and tbe 
Rigbt Reverend tbe Lord Bijhop ^/^ London, 
for a MiJJionary 5 tbey appeared very much 
in eamejiy and are tbe befi Sett of Men I 
met with in that Country. 

8. The Inhabitants of Marblebeady in 
the Year 1714, fent the following Petitioa 
to the Society, which Ipeaks the hearty 
DifpoHtion of the People, when they fet 
up the Church of England Worfliipi^ 
And this, upon the Proof of many Years 
Experience, appears plainly to have been 
no fudden Heat or Start of Zeal, but 
a well-grounded Senfe of the Excellency 
of our Church, fince they have con- 
tinued in the fame Spirit ever iince» 
They exprefs themfelves thus to the 
Society : ^[ Whereas your Petitioners, 

« our 
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out of a juft Efteem for the excellent 
Conftitution of the Church of England^ 
both in its Doftrine and Difcipline, and 
*' Form of Government, have Subfcribed 
fufficient Sums of Money^ tov^ards the 
Eredting of a Building for the Service 
of Almighty God, according to the 
Manner of Worftiip prefcribed in the 
Church of England i Your Petitioners 
*^ humbly defire the Honourable Society's 
** Favour and Encouragement, in fending 
" a Minifter to them with all convenient 
*^ Speed, with the ufual Salary allowed 
«* their Miffionaries. Of what Confideration 
** your Petitioners are, will be feen by the 
** Number of their Names, and the Value 
" of their Subfcriptions under-written; 
" we muft alfo add, that the Town of 
" Marblebeady (next Bojion) is the ^eateft 
" Place of Trade and Commerce within 
this Province, daily adding to their Num- 
bers, Perfons chiefly of the Church of 
Englandy and by the Blefling of G o d, 
** we have a certain ProfpeiSt, that the 
** Church here, will be every Day increafed* 
" and flourifh more and more. Upon thefc 
Accounts, we hope the Venerable So- 
ciety will be pleafed to grant our Re- 
cjuefts, and your Petitioners (hall always 

!^ pray 
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" pray for the Society's Profperity and 
" Succefs in all their great and glorious 
" Dcfigns. 

I T muft be noted here^ the People did 
fully perform what they promifed; and 
the Sum intimated in their Petition, for 
Building of a Church, was no lefs than 416 
Pounds Subfcribed by 45 Perfons, and the 
People have continued conftant to this pre- 
fent Time, in their firm Adherence to the 
Church of England. 
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CHAP. IV. 

2^ I'ejiimniaii rehired dy the Society 
frorft the MiffmOries tBef find abroad. 
The Ruks they gwe thim for tbeit 
ConduU. The Reverend Mr. Keith 
and Mr. Talbot fent Travelling Trea- 
cher s thro federal Colonies. 



ThcTeftimo- j. f ■ "^ H E next Labour of the So- 

nials required ■ , • r -d - 

from the Mif- ■ cicty, was to enquire tor rer- 

fionaries. -•- ^^^^ j^^ ^LoXy Ordcrs, duly qua- 

lified, who would undertake the Miflion: 
For they were eafily aware, that their 
Miffionaries would meet with Difficulties 
in the Difcharge of their Minifterial Of- 
fice j and tho' there were many well in- 
clined People in thofe Parts, there were 
alfo many Gainfaycrsj . and that there- 
. fore all the Means of a watchful and pru- 
dent Conduft, were neceffary to make their 
Labours fuccefsful. The Society agreed 

there- 
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therefore on the 15* of Febrtmry in 1702, 
that all the Biihops of the Realm, who 
were Members of their Body, fhould be 
earneftly deiired to recommend it to their 
Archdeacons, and their Officials, to caufe 
publick Notice to be given in their next 
Archidiaconal Vifitation ; that fuch Cler- 
gymen, as fhould have a Mind to be em-^ 
ployed in this Apoftolical Work, and could 
bring fufficient Teftimonials, according to 
a Form prefcribed; might give in their 
Names to their refpedtive Bifhops, or to 
their Archdeacons, to be communicated 
by them to this Corporation : Upon which 
the Society would confult with the Lord 
Bifhop of Landofij in order to the fending 
them to fuch Places as had moft Need, 
and where they might therefore, by God's 
Affiftance and Bleffing, do moft Good. 
This Relolution of theirs, the Society 
printed and publifhed -, entituling it their 
Requeft concerning fit Minifters to be fent 
abroad ; and do in the Beginning of it, 
thus exprefs themfelves to the World. 
" The faid Society do requeft, and ear- 
neftly befeech all Perfons concerned, 
that they recommend no Man out of 
** Favour or AfFedlion, or any other 
** worldly Confidcration j but with a fin- 

F 2 " cere 
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" cere Regard to the Honour of Al- 
mighty God, and our Bleffcd Saviour, 
as they tender the Intereft of the Chri- 
ftian Religion, and the Good of Mens 
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2. In this Paper the Society alfo fpccified 
feveral Particulars, concerning which, they 
defired the Perfons would certifie, who 
{hould recommend any Clergymen that 
ofFer'd themfelves for the Miffion : Namely, 
their Age, their Condition of Life, their 
Temper and Prudence, their Learning and 
fober Converfation, their Zeal for the Chri- 
ftian Religion, their Affection to the prefent 
Government, and Conformity to the Dodtrine 
and Difcipline of the Church of England. 
Thefe Particulars would furely compofe 
a very ample and fufEcient Teftimonial; 
yet notwithftanding this, the Society ufed a 
farther cautionary Method of adting, even 
upon fuch a Teftimonial being offered ; 
namely, that no Teftimonials {hould be al- 
lowed, but fuch as were figned by the 
refpedtive Diocefan, of any Miflionary who 
was to be fent abroad; and where that 
was not practicable, by fome other Per- 
fons of Credit and Note, three at leaft, of 
the Communion of the Church of Mng-^ 

land : 



JYHfn the Mijjionaries. 6^ 

land: And laftly, that no Tellimonials 
ihould be allowed, without firft confulting 
thePerfons who were faid to have figned 
them; after which the Perfon recommended, 
is ordered to read Prayers and preach before 
fome of the Members of the Society, and 
upon their Approbation, he is entertained 
as a Miffionary by the Society. 

3. These areas careful Steps a$ could 
havQ been taken, and no Diligence hath 
been wanting in the Society, to provide 
proper Perfons, to difcharge the Work 
of the Miniftry, fo difficult in fome of 
the Plantations. When they have received 
their Miffionaries, they give them fome 
Rules more peculiarly adapted for their 
proper Demeanor in the Colonies, and 
for their general Conduct in performing 
the Duties of their Function in thofe Parts, 
where they might meet with fome difad- 
vantageous Circumftances. The Society 
doth particularly inftruft them 5 That they 
ihould take a fpecial Care to give no Of- 
fence to the Civil Government, by int^r- 
medling in Affairs not relating to their 
own Calling and Function: That they 
ihould alfo endeavour to convince ^nd 
reclaim thofe who diflent from, or op- 

F 3 pole 
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pofe them, with a Spirit of Meekneis and 
Gentlencfs <mly. 

3. This Society advife their Miiiiontries 
fe6t to decline any fsiit Opportunity of 
preaching to any Number of People as niay 
be occafionally met together from remote 
and diflant Parts, dio* it may not be on 
a Sunday or Holy day. That the chief 
Subjefts of their Sertnmis (hould be the 
fundamental Doftrines of Chriflianity, and 
the Duties of a fober, righteous, and godly 
Life, as refulting from fuch DoSrines. 
That they ftiould carefully inftrudl the 
People conoerning the Nature and Ufe 
bf the Sacraments of Baptifm and the 
Lord's Supper, a« being the peculiar Infti- 
tutions of C « R I s T, Pledges of Communion 
with him, and Means inftituted of de- 
riving Grace from him : That they fliould 
duly confider the Qualifications of fuch 
^rown Perfons to whom they fhall ad- 
minifter Baptifm, as alfo of thofe whom 
they admit to the Lord's Supper, accord- 
ing to the DiretStions of the Rubrick in 
our Liturgy : That they take a fpecial 
Care to lay a good Foundation for all 
their other Miniftrations, by Catechizing 
"thofe under their Care, whether Children 

or 



or other ignorant Perfons, and explain the 
Cai^echifm to them in the ino^ familiar 
Manner : That they ihould be diiigemc 
to fliew to Heathens and Infidels, the Ne- 
cefiity of a Revelation, and tbs Tnxth of 
the Cb'iftian, contained in the holy Scri- 
ptures. Lajilyy The Society dircQ: their 
Miffionarios to vifit frequently their Pa- 
rifhioners 5 and if their Pariflies are of a 
large Extent, that they ihould, at .jcon- 
venient Opportunities, officiate in different 
Parts of them, that fo all the Inhabitants, by 
Turns, might more commodioufly partake 
of their Miniftrations. 

4* These are the Inftruftions more pe- 
culiarly relating to their Parochial Care: 
With Regard to the Corporation, theMiffio- 
naries are required to keep a conftant Cor- 
refpondence with the Society by their 
Secretary ; and to fend over every fix 
Months, an Account of the State of 
their refpeftive Pariflies ; that fo the 
Corporation may, from Time to Time, 
fee the Progrefs they make in the good • 
Work ; and if any Difficulties fliould 
arife, confider how they may apply proper 
Remedies. 
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Ena)u 5. After mentioning the more pecu- 

snents given liar Rules the Society give their Miffio- 
^^Miflio. ,jj^j.j^g f^j, guiding their own Condudj 

it will not be unfeafonable to intimate a 
Particular or two, done by the Society, for 
the Encouragement of their MifRonaries, 
upon their engaging to go abroad. They 
advance them half a Year's Salary upon 
their fctting out, and in Cafe of Mortality, 
pay their Executors or Affigns half a 
Year's Salary more. If the Society {hould 
think it neceflary to difmifs any Miflio- 
nary, provided it be not on Account of 
any Mifdemeanor, they allow him a Year's 
Salary after his Difmiflion is agreed on 
at the Board. They allow alio every 
Miffionary at his going abroad, Ten Pounds 
Worth of Books for a Library, if there 
is not fuch a Library already fettled in 
the Place to which he is appointed. They 
alfo write with him, a Letter of Recom- 
mendation to the Governour of the Co- 
lony, and to the People of the Parifh 
where he goes, to intreat the Governor's 
Favour and Protedlion, and to befpeak the 
People's Refpedt and Kindnefs to him ; 
and allow him Five Pounds Worth of 
fmall Trafts, to diftribute among the 
poorer People, as he fhall judge moft 

con- 
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convenient. Lafily, When their Miffio- 
naries have been preffed with very di- 
ftreffing Circumftances, on Occafion of 
any publick Calamity, as War with the 
Indians, or the like } they have prefented 
them virith very confiderable Gratuities, 
beyond their Salaries, for their due Sup- 
port; nay, when fome of their Miffio- 
naries, who have behaved themfclves wor- 
thily, died, and left Wife or Children quite 
unprovided for, the Society have alfo 
made handfome Prefents to the Widows 
or Orphans. 

6. Having thus given a Defcription 
of the Religious State of the Colonies, 
and briefly mentioned fome of the principal 
Rules of the Society, in the Choice of 
their Miffionaries ; it follows in the next 
Place, to lay before the Reader an Account 
of the Labours and Succefs of the Miffio- 
naries in the feveral Colonies where they 
were fent. 

7. But here it muft be obferved to the 
Reader, that the Society, before they pro- 
ceeded to appoint Miffionaries to parti- 
cular Places, refolved to fend a Travelling 
Miffionary or Preacher, who fliould travel 
over, and Preach in the feveral Govern- 
ments 
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jxkents Oft the Contijoeat of the Britifi 
jimerk^'y by which Metns they hoped thqr 
ihould awaken the People into a Senie df 
the Duties of Religion. For this purpofe^ 
they ibit the Revcrerwl Mr. George Keitby 

lendMrSS^^ ^^ foHBcrly rcfided in Penfyhama^ 

icnt traveiiingan itinerant Miffionary thro' the Conti- 

Prcachcr. xxx^v<£ the Britijh North- America^ with mi 

Allowanoe of 200/. a Yean He fet Sail 

from England on the 24^ of jipril in 1702, 

and arrived at Ba/ion in New-Englandy on 

the 11^ K^June following. He performed 

his MifSon in two Years, and returned to 

England^ and publiftied a full Account of 

his Labours there, c£ which I ihall give 

the Reader here a very (hort Summary. 

H E travelled over, andpreach'd in all the 

A Summary Governments and Dominions belonging to 

iLrf ''^ ' the Crown of England, betwixt North-Ca- 
rolina ^SidLPifcatanvay River in New-England 
iaclufively, being ten diftindt Governments ; 
and extending in I^ength above 800 Miles. 
During th^ whole Time of his Miffion, 
he was very ailiduous; he Preached 
commonly twice on Sundays^ befides on 
Week-days, and the Sermons were pro- 
perly adapted to the Hearers, before whom 
^hey were deliveped. He had generally 
good Succcfe where he preached, the Peo- 
ple 
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iple k mftny Pl&oeG, Were well dxfpofed 
Ibr rec^vil^ of cbe Gofpel, and feemed 
to lifiar the Word wkh great Reveretice^ 
HumUky tnd Zeal : Thej joiored widi 
him devoutly ia the liturigy;, and all 
publick Prayers, and the Adminiftratkni 
of the Sacrament, aad earneiUy de&red him 
to prefent their Requefts co the Society, 
to have Mimfiers fent aaxkoqg tJxm. But 
he was ^fpecially fuccefsful in his Preach*- 
ing, and private and pij^lkk Conferoocefi, in 
feveral Places in Peri/yJvania^ the two 
JerJeSy O^fierhay ki LG^n^-lfianiy aiid at 
New-Torky where he la1x)ured «nofl;, and 
continued the longeft Time. In the two 
firft of thefe Places a great Number of 
feparatift fakers or KeitbianSy who had 
feparated from the Body of Quakers in 
the Year^ 1691 and 1692, had ^uite relio- 
quifhed ^aker Principles, and joined 
themfelves to the Church of Et^land 
Members at Philadelphia ; where the Reve- 
rend Mr. -EvanSy who had been fent thither 
by the Biftiop of London^2iA now a Tery nu- 
merous Congregation. Thefe People, when 
they faw Mr. Keithy who had ^been the 
chief Inftrufiient and Occafion of their 
forfaking the ^aher Errors, comii^ again 
among them, and in dw Chard6ker of n 
•Minifter of the Church of England, they 

ex- 
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cxprefled great Joy and SatisfaSion to 
hear him preach what tended to their 
farther Confirmation in the Chriftian 
Faith. Mr. EvanSy the Minifter of Phi- 
ladelpbiay acquainted him, he had bap- 
tized above 500 Men, Women, and Chil- 
dren ^akersy in Penfylvania and JVeJl 
Jerfey. And Mr. Keitby during his Con- 
tinuance in thofe Parts, together with the 
Reverend Mr. ^alboty who accompanied 
him as his Affociate in his Labours, bap- 
tized at leaft 200 in Penfylvania^ and Weji 
znAEafi Jerfey^ New^Yorky and in fome Pla- 
ces on Long-IJlandy efpccially OyJierSay. 

The Reverend Mr. John Talbot hap- 
pened to be Chaplain to the Ship the 
Centuriony in which Mr. Keith went over 
to Americay together with Governour Dud^ 
ley and Colonel Morris 5 and being very 
much afFedled with the good Undertaking 
which Mr, Keith was engaged to carry on, 
he offered to go with him as his Affociate 
in his Travels, and was accepted j feveral 
Perfons of Worth, tranfmitted to the So- 
ciety a fair Character of him, upon which 
he was fupported with a Salary, and Mr. 
Keith acquainted the Society, that he was 
very ufefol to him in his Labours, very 

dili- 
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diligent and. very zealous in difcharging 
all the Minifterial Duties- 

There were now fettled in Penfyhania 
three Church of England Congregations, 
which had convenient Churches, at Pbila-' 
delpbia, Cbejiery and Oxford. The Revc- 
verend Mr. EvanSy Minifter of Philadelphia^ 
preached occafionally at Chefier^ and the 
Reverend Mr. Rudman^ a Swedijh Miffio- 
nary, officiated at Oxford. At Philadelphia^ 
they had publick Prayers not only on Sun^ 
daysy but alfo on Wednefdays and Fridays^ 
and by a mean Computation there was an 
Audience of 500 Perfons from the Town 
and Country near Philadelphiay and more 
on great Feftivals. At the Church at 
Chejier^ there afTembled commonly 200 
Perfons, and at Oxford above 150. Thefe 
Churches are within jo Miles Diflance of 
each other, and were frequented by a con- 
fiderable Number of late Converts to the 
Church from ^akerifm^ and were Perfons 
of good Note for their Chriftian Conver- 
fation. Devotion and ZeaL There did 
ufually aflemble between 2 and 300 
Perfons, at Burlington in Weji Jerfoy 
about 20 Miles diftant from Philadelphiay 
lying on the North Side oi Dciawar Kivtr^ 

Mr- 



7* The Reverend My. Keith 

Mr. Keith and Mr. "ialht kboured much 
among them, and with good Succefs> theCoiH 
gregation which aflembled there, became are- 
iigiousPeople,and well af!e£ted tocheChurch 
of England^ tho* formerly the greater Part 
of them were a loofe Sort of Perfons, re- 
gardlefs of all Religion. Several of thefe 
deiir'd Baptifm, and had atfo their Children 
baptized by Mr. Keith and Mr. Ttalbot^ or 
by Mr. Evans before their Arrival, and had 
lately built a Church, and called it St. AntC%. 

Mr. Kiith laboured alfo much among 
the other Sort of fakers called Foxianst 
went to their Meetings, and offered with all 
manner of good Friendfhip to fpeak there, 
in lo feveral Places ; at three in New^Eng^ 
land^ at one in Rbode-Ifiandy at Flujhing in 
Long-IJlandy at Shrewsbury in Eaji Jerfey^ 
at Burlington in Wejtjerfey^ at Philadelphia^ 
at Oxford in Penfylvaniay and at Herring-^ 
Creek in Maryland ; but he found them ob- 
ftinately attached to their own Notions, and 
inftead of (hewing any Expreflions of Kind- 
nefs, ufed much reviling Language towards 
him. 

« 

I N divers Parts of New-England, he found 
not only many Pec^e well affedled to the 
Church, who had no Church of England 

Mini- 
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Miniftcrs, but alfo fcvcral New-^Bngland 
Miniftcrs defirous of Epifcopal Ordination, 
and ready to embrace the Church- Worftiip* 
Some of whom both hofpitably entertained 
Mr. Kettb and Mr. T'aJiot in their Hpufes, 
and requeued them to preach in their Con- 
gregations, which they did, and receired 
great Thanks both from the Miniilers and 
from the People. 

Mr. Keitby during his Abode in thefc 
Countries, printed alfo feveral Sermons and 
TriMfls, in Anfwer to Books of fakers and 
others, which were generally approved of, 
and Teemed to have been very ufeful co* 
wards renK)ving feme Prejudices againft the 
Church of England. 

M R. Keitby in the Conclufion of his Nar- 
rative, reprefented to the Society, the Want 
of a great Number of Minifters for a Peo- 
ple difperfed over fuch large Countries; and 
aflured them that feveral Congregations in 
many Towns, had engaged him to prefent 
their humble Requdfts to the Society, to 
fend Minifters to them. The Chief of thefe 
were Amboyy Shrewsbury^ Freehold find JS- 
lizabeth-'l'ofwn in Eaji Jerfey^ Maidenhead 
«id Cohanfy in Weji Jerfey ; Narraganfett, 
JSwanfey, Little-Compton, or Seconet in New* 

England i 
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England i RboJe-IJIanJ^ and Shrewsbury by 
Cbejier River in Maryland^ and Newcajfu by 
Delaware River in Penfyhania^ where they 
werebuilding aChurch when he came away. 
And laftly, the People of Princefs Ann's 
County in the South Parts oi Virginia^ which 
is 150 Miles in Length, and ^d not one 
Minifter j tho' there were a great many 
People zealoufly difpofed to the Church of 
England Worihip. 

8. T H I s is the Sum of Mr. Keith's Nar- 
rative i and from this, and the former 
Accounts tranimitted by many other Hands, 
the Society thought they had fufficient 
Light given them where to fend Miffio- 
naries, which they preceded to do, as from 
the following Sedions will appear. 
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CHAP. V. 

MilJumaries fcnt to South-Carolina : The 
T laces to wbicb they were appointed i 
their Labours and Succefs. A War rai^ 
fed by the Yammofees and other Indians^ 
againft the^ngViih. The Tranquillity 
if this Province happify reftored : Thir^ 
teen Churches and Four Chapels of Eafe 
Suilt : Salaries fettled on the Clergy : 
Schools opened. 

TH E Province of Soutb^CaroUna 
fhewed fo earneft a Defire of 
having Minifters of the Church 
of England^ upon the fiift Information 
they received of this Corporation being 
created, that the Society refolved very 
early to fend Miflionaries to this Colony, 
that fo good a Difpofition of the People 
might be affifted as foon as poffible. Ac- 
cordingly in June 1702, the Reverend Mr. rend Mr. 915^- 
Satnuel "Thomas v^as fent thither. The So-?^^ ^^^\^f\ ' 

nonary,lcttled 

ciety defigned he fliould have nrft attempted at Goo/crtek 
the Converiion of the Tammofee Indians^ ^^ ' •^i 

but the Governor Sir Natbanid Johnfon^ ^ 

G and 
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and feveral other Gentlemen there, judg- 
ing it not to be a proper Scafon to enter 
upon this Work, he did not engage in that 
Miffion ; but after fome fmail Continuance 
in the Governor's Family, he was ap- 
pointed by Sir Natbfntef J^bnfony to cht 
Cure of che People fettl<5d on th^ thf ee 
Branches of C(?^^r,Kiv^r , 15 Milce diiiant 
from each other ; but to make Qoojir^ek 
the chief Place of his Rcfidencc. Goof- 
creek w^s one of the largeft and mqft popu- 
lous Country Towns, and fettled by En- 
glifn Families entirely well afFefted to the 
Church of England y and who formerly had 
for fome Time the Reverend Mr. Corlin 
for their Minifter. The Parifli is 20 
Miles in Length, and from 8 to 14 in 
Breadth ; Mr. Thomas difcharged his Mini- 
fterial Office with very good Succefs, he 
acquainted the Society, that tho' his Com- 
municants at firft were but 5, they foon 
increafed to 32 ; that he had taken much 
Pains alfo in inftruding the Negroes^ and 
learned 20 of them to read. But in OSio^ 
her 1706, this worthy Miffionary died, (as 
feveral Gentlemen of the Country wrote 
Word) very much lamented for his found 
Doftrine, exemplary Life, and Induftry; 
after having laid a good Foundation for 

his 
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his Succeffors, to carry on the Work he 
had begun. 

The Society appointed the Reverend n^ dies; Dr. 
Dr. Le Jeau to fucceed him. Upon his ^.5^^^^/^ 

*^ . r % pointed to flic- 

Arrival in the Country in 1706, he ac-cecdhim^ 
quainted them, he had met with an ex« 
traordinary kind Reception from his Ex- 
cellency die Governour and the Chief Ju- 
ftice, and had received many Tokens of 
great Civility and Goodnels from feveral 
worthy Perfons. The People were then 
very bufie in providing all Materials for 
fitting up the Church and Parfonage Houfc, 
which they foon after compleated. He 
tranfmitted to the Society an Account of 
the State of his Parish and other neigh- 
bouring Settlements, wherein he repre- 
fentcd very earneftly, that it was the 
greateft Pity imaginable, to fee how many 
various Opinions had been fprcad thcrc^ 
by a Multitude of Teachers and Ex- 
pounders of all Sorts and Perfwafions ; 
and yet he could find very few, that un- 
derftood Chriftianity, even as to the eflen- 
tial Parts of it ; yet the Parents and Ma- 
ilers were indued with much good Will, 
and a ready Difpofition, to have their 
Children and Servants taught the Chi:i- 
ftian Religion. He was not only very 

Gz dili- .: 
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diligent in his proper Cure at Goo/creek^ 
but alfo affifted in other Places, where a 
-Minifter was wanting ; the Church at 
Cbarles-^owH being fome time after his 
Arrival vacant, he ufed to preach once a 
Montlv4iere, whereat Eajler he had but 
24 Commiunicants, tho' there were above 
500 Perfons of Age in the Place, He 
fometimes vifited the French Settlement 
in Orange Quarter, then entirely deftitute 
dothgrLtSc^ of a Minifter, and adminiftred the Sacra- 

k^cvcraf^Pa- ^^^^^ among them. This Settlement con- 
riihcs. fiAed then of about 32 Families, out of 

which there were 50 Perfons Communi- 
cants. His own Parifti had about 100 
Families, making up 1000 Perfons, much 
the greater Number of which were Mem- 
bers of the Church of England. He per- 
formed all parts of his Minifter ial Duty 
with great Diligence. The firft Year of 
his Miflion, he Baptized 2 1 Children, the 
fecond 19, and the Number of the Com- 
municants increafed to 35. He inftruited 
and baptized many Negroes and Indian 
Slaves J and whereas he found feveral Pa- 
rents had negledted to have their Children 
Baptized, becaufe they paid fome Duties 
to the Minifter, he acquainted them he 
defired nothing, and prevailed upon a con- 
fiderablc Number of them to bring theit 

Chil- 
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Children for Baptifra j and by his private as 
well as publick Difcourfes, peffwaded fcve- 
ral Perfons of a grown Age, to attend him 
to be inftrudted in the effential Doftrines of 
Chriftianity, in order for receiving Baptifm. 
He ufed frequently on Week-days to Ca-. 
techize the younger People at his Houfe, 
as finding nothing conduced more towards 
promoting the Gofpel, than this private 
Inftrudtion of the Youth. The Do<ftor was 
not only very laborious in his Fun<aion, but 
by God's Blefling very fuccefsful, and hap- 
py in gaining the Affefkions of his People. 
Soon after his being fixed among them, they 
made a voluntary Subfcription of 60/. a 
Ytzv Carolina Money for him. The Church- 
^ they fir ft built became too fmall for the 
growing Number of his Pariftiioners, and 
they erefted a beautiful Brick Edifice. A 
Parfonage Houfe was built by fome pub-AnewChurch 
lick Benefaftions, which happening to beSj^BX* 
fome Time after unfortunately deftroyed 
by Fire (all but the Brick-work) the cha- 
ritable Country beftowed a very confi- 
derable Sum for its Repair. Captain 
Schenckingby a worthy Gentleman of the 
Pariib, gave 100 Acres of good Glebe Land 
to th^ Church for ever. The Dodlor, after 
this, acquainted the Society, that his Pa-^^ 
ri(hioners . were much improved, and be-* 

G 3 . come 
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come of a very fober, civil, and edifying 
Behaviour, and that he hafl a full and 
cpnftant.Appearance at Church; the' thfre 
remained fome few Atheiftical Perfons and 
Scoffers at all Revelation. His Congre^ 
gation grew flill more numerous, the Com- 
municants increafed, and in i7i4> they 
jirofe to 70 E^glijhy s^nd 8 Negroes. Iq 

He dies- the Yean 17 17, Dr. Le J eau died -, very 
much lamented by his own Parifhioners^ 
and regretted by every one, who knew how 
ufeful and induftrious he had been in pror 
moting the Gofpel in thofe Parts. In 
the Year 1720, the Society fent the Reve- 
rend Mr. Merry a Miffionary into Caro^ 
lina^ and the Church of Goofcreek being 
then vacant, the Pariftiioners requefted him 
to come and reiide among them, which 
he did for foD(ic time, but flayed not long, 
and returned again 10 England. The So- 
ciety, upon the Requefl of the Inhabitants 
o£ Goofcreek^ foon after appointed another 
The Revc- MifBonary, the Reverend Mr. Ludlam ; 

rend Mr. iW-jje arrived there in the Year 1724, and 

Sam appoint- , / • * 

cd MiffiDnary began his MifTion with great Diligence. 
^^' There were in his Pariih a large Number 

of NegroeSy Natives of the^ Place, who 
underflood Engltjh well, hbV^took good 
Pains to inftru<5t feveral of thefe in the 
Principles of the Chriftian Religion, and 

after- 
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afterwards admitted them to Baptifm;:^ He 
faid if the Mafters of them would • hcaN 
tily concur to forward fo good a Work, 
all thofc who havebeen born in tlic Country, 
might witliout much Difficulty' be in* 
ftru(fied and received into the Church. 
Mr. Ludlam continued his Latsoufs^ among 
the Negroes^ and every Year tatigbt and 
baptized feveral of them 5 in tvut iYear^ 
eleven, befides fome Jlf«/tf//oej. !Xh6EngliJh 
of his Parifh were a very fober and Well* 
bdiaved People, and duly attended Divine 
Worfhip. Some few, who had bc6n <^ 
loofer Principles, and negligent of the Or- 
dlnjances of the Gofpel, were perftiaded 
to a due Conformity to the Church, and 
feveral grown Ferfons' received Baptifmi 
The People continued regulaily to bring 
thchr Children to Baptiftn, artd ^teVoutly 
frequented the Sacrament. Mr. Ludlam per-^ 
fevered in a diligent Difchafge of all the 
Duties of his Funiftion ; but in O&^n 
1728, he died; and in TcftinKmy of hi'sr He behaves 
Regard ^to the Society's goodDefigns, ^ni'l^f^i £ 
his Refpedt to the People <tf his Parifli,q^«*s^"^* 
bequeathed by his^^ laft Will, all his Eftate, School for 
real and perfonal, tp the Society in truft,?^^'^^^'"'- 
f(ir Brewing and Maintaining^ School for 
the h^uaion rf Poor Children fjf that 
Farijh, His whole Eftate is computed ' to 
' G 4 amount 
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amount to about 2006/. Carolina Money^ 
after Payment of his Debts. 

ThcRcvcrend 2. The Society fent the Reverend Mr. 
^;^}^Mauley yMionzry to Carolina in 1707, he 
fionary to St. arrived there the fame Year 5 he was not 
7^ * * " ' appointed to ai^y particular Place, but it 
was left to the Governor and Council to 
fix him, where they ftiould judge he could 
be moft ufefuL Upon his Arrival there, 
he met with a very favourable Reception 
at CiarleS'-^awn^ from the Governor and 
other Gentlemen of the Province. He 
was foon after fixed in St. Jobn's^ Parifh, 
on the Wejiern Branch of Cooper River 5 it 
is a pleafant and healthful part of the 
Country, and the Planters there, were ge- 
nerally good, fober, and teachable, People; 
but fettled at a great Diilance from each 
other, in fcattered Plantations. -He was 
the firftClergyman oftheChurcli of En-^ 
gland^ that refidcd there for any confi*- 
derable Time. Upon his Preaching *t his 
firft coming, to a good Number of Church- 
men, he had feveral Independents and 
Anabaptijis who came to hear him, and 
behaved thcmfelves very devoutly and at- 
tentively, during the whole Time of Di- 
vine Service. He took a great deal of 
Pains in the Difch^rge of hi$ Duty, ajid 

upon 
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Upon Accoiiint of the Diftance between the 
Settlements, vras obliged to fide very 
often, which was exceeding fatiguing (ef- 
pecially during the fultry Seafon in that 
Country) as well as expenfive to him. The 
good People were fenfible of this Diffi- 
culty he underwent in Travelling, and to 
eafe him as much as they could, did, 
without his Knowledge, raife among them- 
felves 25 Pounds Carolina Money ^ and 
bought a Horfe, and other Accoutrements, PjHi^'il^ 
and made him a Prefent of them. Upon ^Mi^iu 
his firft Settling here, the Englijh had no 
Church to perform Divine Worihip in, 
but about 10 French Families had Built 
them a fmall Church, and their Minifter 
Mr. ^uilliard offered Mr. Maule the 
Ufe of his Church, which he accepted, 
and Preached often there; and fuch of 
the French as underflood Englijh^ came to 
hear him. At other times, he Preached up 
and down among the Plantations, as the 
Houfes lay moft convenient for the People 
to meet at. In the Year 1706, an kst 
of Aflembly had pailed there for Building 
8 Churches in 8 Parishes, and 333 Pounds 
Carolina Money was allotted for each : At 
lengthy about the Year 17 10, the Englijh 
began to Build a Church, and this Sum 
was expoided now in Building one in St. 

Jobn'% 
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3^«^)i'& Parifli* All the Outfidt warnot 
finiflied till 171 1. However, Mr. Maule 
refolved to begin to make Ufe of it, tho' 
there was no Conveniency of Seats or 
Pulpit, or other Furniture. Soon after 
A Church is Cohnil Brougbtan^ a worthy Gentleman 
and ferious Chriflian, coming to reiide in 
that Pariih^ he very generoufly adorned the 
Church, made a Comnmnion-Table, rail'd 
in the Chancel, made a Pulpit, Reading Desk, 
and fome Pews ^ all with Cedar. 

This good Man's Labours were at* 
tended with Succefs, the People . regu-^ 
larly came to Divine Service, and many 
frequented the Sacranient ; and the whole 
Body of .them were influenced to lead 
more orderly and Chri^ian Lives. Among 
other Caufes of their religious Improve- 
ment he mentions, that the Books which 
the Society diilributed among the People, 
by their Miilionaries,: had a very good 
EfieS: \ and proved very inftrumental iii 
removing a great many Prejudices out ofthe 
Minds of fonie, and in maldng the whole 
People in geljeral, more inquiiitive about 
their Spiiritual Concernment. Particularly, 
the Cominon-Prayec-^Bdoks . which be had 
difperied among the People, liad influenced 
many to come to Church ; and Dr. Bme-- 
ridge's Sermon of the Excellency and Ufe- 

fulnefs 
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fulnefs of th? Cprnm^n-Pc^yfir, . which 
hft4iftrihviMd witib tiw Conunon-Prayser- 
Books, was of gre»t.$eryiceu 

Thus he continued diligent in all Part$ 
of his Duty, till the fatal Indian War 
broke, out^ in the Year 1715, at which 
Time all his Pa^rifliioners were, driven The People 
from their Plantations. In this Cakmity J^J^^^^^''^ 
he did not forfake them, but retired.- with the /»^w»j. 
them to a Garrifon, whither they fled for 
Safety 3 aad continued for above 4 Months 
to perform all the Offices of his Fui)d:ion \ 
He baptized their Children,vifited their Sick 
and Wounded, and buried their Dead^ 
preached every Lord's-Day, and read 
Prayers twice every Day in the Week, 
The Duty was much above his Strength, 
efpecially as performed in a numerous 
Croud, confined in a fmall ^qqapafs of 
Ground, and in very fultry Wcath^en too. 
However he underwent it wi^ Chear- 
fulnefs, ** Confidering (as he ; exprelTes 
" himfelf ) |hat having hitherto lived 
" among them in their Profperity, I could 
" not, in Confcience, defert thorns in Times 
" of Danger and Diftrefs, that fo I might 
** learn them by Example as well as Do- 
** dtrine, to fubmit with Chearfulwfs to 
^^ the Will of Gop". Thus he perfe- 

vered 
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vcred till the War grew lefs dangerous, 

and the People returned to their Planta- 

Continues ^^^^s. But this Fatigue threw him into 

withthePco- a Bloody Flux, thro* which, after many 

rifon, Ms Relapfes, he died; very niuch lamented 

fick, dies, jjy ^jj ^Yit Country ; and to exprefs his 

hearty Wifties to the Society's Defigns, 
he made them, by his laft Will, refiduary 
Legatees, from which they received above 
600 pound Carolina Money. 

The Reverend Mr. Mofes Cletk was 
appointed by the Society to fucceed Mn 
Maule^ he arrived in Carolina in 1720, 
but a few Months after, died. The 
Church*wardens and Veftry petitioned the 
Society for another Miffionary, and the 
Reverend Mr. Bryan Hunt was fent over, 
but he was not fuccefsful in his Miflion : 
his contentious Behaviour gave great Of- 
fence to many of the Pariftiioners; and 
in the Year 1728, after many Differences 
and Contefts, he left his Pariih, and re- 
turned to England. The Society imme- 
diately after, in the Year 1729, appointed 
the Reverend Mr. Daniel Dwight Miffio- 
nary to this Parifh. 

reiS'^M? Oi- 3- The Society received Requefts from 
horn fcnt to^he Pcoplc of St. Bartholomew's Parifh for 

St. Bartholih % r\ 

mixo\ Parifh. a Mifiionary, and the Reverend Mr. Oj- 

horn 
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^r/afwasfcnt thither. He arrived in 17 13, 
and was the firft Mijjiftcr of the Church 
of England^ that had fettled there. His 
Cure proved very difficult, . for the Parifli 
v^ras above 30 Miles long from North to 
Southy and 40 from Eaji to Weft^^ there 
v^ere about 120 Families in it, at his firft 
coming 5 the People were fpread at great 
Diftances, in fcattered Plantations, over 
all this large Tra<a of Land; which made 
the Fatigue and Labour of ferving his 
Cure very great. He was obliged, for 
the People's Conveniency, to officiate at 
5 different Places, fome of them 20 Miles 
diftant from the Place of his Abode. He 
acquainted the Society, the People were 
very ready to be taught and inftrudted in 
the Chriftian Faith, that foon after his 
being fixed among them, he had baptized 
above 70, many of them grown Perfons; 
at firft they had fome Scruples about Re- 
ceiving the Sacrament, but he began to 
remove them by private Conferences. He 
continued very diligent in his Duty, and 
was mucli refpeded by his Parifhioners. 
But in the Year 17 15, the unhappy In- 
dian War broke out; the Savages de- 
ftroyed all the Plantations in his Par ifh, ravage jOlTis 
and alfothofe oi Si. Helen's in Portf^Royal-'^^''^' 
IJland. The People abandoned the Place 

en- 
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entirely \ their Houfed and Plantations 

were fpoilcd and burnt. The Indians 

made io fudden an Irruption into thefe 

Parts, that they were within lefs than 

three Miles of Mx.Osborn'% Houfe, before 

Heiofes^v^'^t'hey Were difcoveredj he juft had No- 

to^^ Charles- tice to make a difficult efcape to Charles^ 

r^n, dies, q'^^^ abandoning all that he had to the 

Savages j where foon after he died, 
with the general Charafter of an honeft 
and ufcfui Man. This Parifh hath not 
yet recovered from the Ravages of the 
IndianSy many of the People did not re- 
turn to their Settlements; the Society 
therefore have not fixed a Miffionary here 5 
but fome of the Minifters of other Pa- 
rifties, have occafionally officiated among 
thofe who returned to their Plantations. 

The Reve- 4- '^^^ Parifh of St. Heleris in Port- 
rtnd.Mv.Guy,Rojal''IJlandy agreed in the Year 17 12, 
hn's \n Port'to havc a Miniftcr refident among them. 
Royal'JJland. f hey Were acquainted with, and had a 
good Efteem for the Reverend Mr. Guyy 
then Affiftant to the Reverend Mr. John- 
fon^ the Reftor of Charles-^twn j they pro- 
ceeded to ele6t him for their Minifter, 
according to the Laws of this Province ; 
after having firft obtained the Confent of 
the Reverend Mr. ^ohnfon^ the Bifhop of 

hon^ 
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London'^ Commiffary, then at Charles^ 
J^own. Prefently after, they wrote to the 
Bifliop oiLondon^ and to the Society, an 
Account of this Eleftion. They repre- 
fented in their Letters, that they were 
the moft remote Parifti in the Country, 
and not well fettled as yet; that fince 
their firft fixing there, they never had a 
Minifter refident 5 and therefore prayed 
the Society, in Compaffion to their great 
Wants, to allow Mr. Guy a Salary. Mr. 
Guy was then in Deacon's Orders only; 
he returned to England in the Year 17 13, 
and received Prieft*s Orders ; and the So- 
ciety appointed him Miffionary there- 
He arrived in Carolina foon after, and 
acquainted the Society, that he had entred 
upon his Cure. This Parifh was very 
large and extenfive, for the whole Nation 
of the jTj/w/w^^ Indians was included in it. 
Mr. Guy was very diligent in the Difcharge 
of all Parts of his Minifter ial Office ; he 
inftru<a:ed and baptized feveral grown 
Perfons, befides the younger Children. 
Tho* there had been formerly fome Ana- 
baptift and Presbyterian Teachers here, 
yet at his Arrival^ the People had no 
Teacher of any Perfuafion, and lived aU 
without ufing any Kind of publick Di- 
vine Worlhip. Norwithftanding which, 

they 
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they were very well dispofed ; and for 
their greater Conveniency, Mr. Guy per- 
Vciy diligent ^°^"^cd Divine Service in fome of the 
k his Cure. Parifhioners Houfes, fometimes in one 
part of the Parifli, fometimes in another, 
that all the People, at Times, might have 
an Opportunity of coming to Divine 
Worftiip. Mr. Guy wrote to the Society, 
that he met with many Favours from his 
Parifliioners, and that they behaved, both 
publickly and privately, very obligingly and 
kindly to him» But in the Year 17 15, 
both he and all his Pariih, narrowly and 
very providentially efcaped j being cut off 
by the Indians. The Tammofees inhabit- 
ing part of that Parifh, rofe fuddcnly and 
fell on the Englijh j if there had not been 
a Ship lying in the River, on Board of 
which, the Englijh got, and fo efcaped to 
Cbarles-Town j they would have been all ut- 
terly deftroyed by the Savages. Some few 
People jRy to who did not make a timely Efcape on 
Cbaries-Tczvn, g^^^^^ f^jj ^^^^ ^^it Indians Hands, and 

were maflacred. 

SomcAccount ^. Having mentioned before, this In* 

War. dian War, and fince I {hall be obliged to 

take Notice of it again, as a Calamity, 

which not only very much flopped the 

Progrcfs of the Gofpel in thofe Parts, 

but 
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but very greatly threatened the Civil State 
of that Country 5 I ihall give the Reader 
here fome (hort Account of it. In the 
Year 17 15, The Indians adjoining to this 
Colony, all round from the Borders of 
Fort St. Augujiino to Cape Fear^ had formed 
a Confpiracy to extirpate the White Peo- 
ple. This War broke out the Week be- 
fore Eajier. The Parifh of St. Helen's 
had fome Apprehenfions of a rifing among 
the adjoining Indians^ called the Tammth- 
fees. On Wednefday before Eajier^ Cap- 
tain Nairnj Agent among the Indians^ 
went, with fome others, to them, defiring 
to know the Reafon of their Uneafinefs, 
that if any Injiiry had been don^ them, 
they might have ^atisfadion made them. 
The Indians pretended to be well content, 
and not to have any Defigns againft the 
Englijh I Mr. Nairn therefore jtnd the other 
Traders continued ir^ the Pocotaligat-Towny 
one of the Chief of. the Tammofee Nations. 
At Night they went to Sleep in the Round- 
houfe, with the King, and chief War-Cap- 
tains, in feeming perfe£t Friendfhip^ but 
next Morning, at Break of Day, they were 
all killed with a Volley of Shot, except- 
ing one Man and a Boy, who Providen- 
tially efcaped (the Man much wounded) to 
Fort-Koyal^ and gave Notice of the rifing 

H of 
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of the Indians to the Inhabitants of St 
Helen's. Upon this ihort Warning, a Ship 
happening to be in the River, a great 
Number of the Inhabitants, about 300 
Souls, made their Efcape on Board her to 
Cbarles-^own^ and among the reft, Mr. 
Guyy the Society's Mifiionary; having aban* 
doned all their EfFe^s to the Savages; 
fome few Families fell into their Hands, 
who were barbaroufly Tortured and Mur- 
dered. 

The Indians had divided themfelves in- 
to two Parties ; one fell upon Port-Rayal^ 
the other upon St. Bartholomew's Parifh; 
about 100 Chriftians fell into their Hands, 
the reft fied, among which, the Reverend 
Mr. O^ferif, the Society's MifEonary there. 
The Women and Children, with fome of 
the beft of their Efie&s, were convey'd to 
Cbarles-^own y moft of the Houies and 
heavy Goods in the Parifh were burnt or 
fpoil'd. The Tammofees gave the firft Stroke 
in this War, but were prefently joined by 
the Appellacbee Indians. On the North Side 
of the Province, the EngUJb had at firft, 
fome Hopes in the Faithfulnefs of the 
Calabaws and Creek Indians^ but they foon 
. after declared for the Tammofees. 

Upon 
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Upon News <^ this rifuig, the Governor 
(the Honourable Charles Craven,E{(]i) with 
all Expedition, raifed the Forces in Colleton 
County, and with what Afliftance more 
could be got prefently, put himfelf at (Soveraor 
their Head, and maf chcd dire^ly to the FoS and 
Indians, and the Week after Eafter came up J^^.,^ j! 
with them, and attacked them at the Head dians* 
of the River Cambahee ; and after a iharp 
Engagement put them to Flight, and 
ftopped all farther Incurfions on that 



In the mean Time, on the other iVd;-- 
tbern Side, the Savages niade an Inroad 
as far as a Plantation of Mr. John Herne^ 
diftant 30 Miles firom Goofcreek^ and 
treacheroufly killed that Gentleman, af- 
ter he had (upon their pretending Peace) 
prefented them with Provifions. Upon 
News of this Difafter, a Worthy Gentle- 
man, Captain "Thomas Barker^ was fent 
tUther with 90 Men on Horfeback ; but 
by the Treachery of an Indian whom h« 
trufted, fell into anAmbufcade, in fome 
thkk Woods, which they muft neceflarily 
pafs. The Indians fired upon them from 
behind Trees and Buflies. The Englijh 
difmounted, and attacked the Savages, and 

Hz re- 
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rcpulfed them ; but having loft their brave 
commanding Ofloicer Mr. Barker^ and being 
themfelves in fome Difordcr, made their 
Retreat. Upon this Advantage, the Indians 
came farther on towards Goofcreeky at News 
of which, the whole Parifh of Goo/creek 
became deferted, except two fortified Plan- 
tations J and the Reverend Dr. Le Jeau^ 
the Society's Miffionary there, fled to 
Charles-^own. 

These Northern Indians being a Body 
oL near 400 Men, after attacking a fmall 
Fort in vain, made Propofals of Peace, 
which the Garrifon unwarily hearken- 
ing to, admitted feveral of them into 
the Fort, which they furprized and cut 
to Pieces the Garrifon, confifting of 70 
White People and 40 Blacks ; a very few 
efcaped. After this they advanced farther, 
Captain C*iV- but on the 13^ of June, Mr. Chicken, the 
^f ^f^^H*^* Captain of the Goofcreek Company, met 
4mj, and attacked them, and after a long Action, 

defeated them, and fecured the Province 
on that Side from farther Ravages. 

TiTE Society received thefe calamitous 
Relations from Carolina with muchConcern^ 
both on Account of the Diftrefs of the 
Inhabitants and of their Miilionaries. 

They 
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They thought it iocumbent on them to 
do fomething towards the Relief of the 
latter, who were fpnt by them to thofe 
Places, Accordingly a Letter was wrote 
to all the Miflionaries, acquainting them, 
how fcnfible the Society was of the Hard- 
ihips they underwent, and that they had 
agreed to give half i Years Salary to each 
of them as a Gratuity, for their prefent 
Afliftance. That this Bounty might be paid 
them with all Speed, a Letter was wrote by 
the fame Conveyance to Colonel Rbet^ a 
worthy Gentleman in that Country, defiring 
him, on the Account of the Society, to 
pay each of their Miffionaries and School- 
mailers half a Year's Salary 5 and in Cafe 
the other Clergy of the Colony, who were 
not Miflionaries, fliould be in great Streights 
upon Account of this publick Calamity, 
he (hould alfo pay each of them a Sum, The Sodrtv 
not exceeding 30 Pounds Sterling 5 which Jj^^^^ 
the Society prefented them towards their the Q^s:^ 
Support; and that he might draw upon 
their Treafurer for all fuch Sums paid. 
Colontl Rhet was pleafed very kindly, to 
pay all the Miflionaries who apply'd to 
him, the Money the Society had directed ; 
and alfo to the Reverend Mr. Lapierre 
and Mr. Ricbburg^ two French Minifters, 
who were not exnployed by the Society, 

H3 30 



30 Pound «aGh^ they were feotk Juft pre-. 
paring to quit the Country^ on A.ccotoc 
of their great Want, but were prcventtd 
hy {o feafonablc a Relief thro' the SoeWty^s 
Bounty. 

6. Having given ?hc Reader this (hott 
Relation of the Indian War, which brought 
fo much 'Confuiion on the Religious' as 
well as Civil State oi this growing Colony ; 
I fliall now refume the firft Subject, and 
continue on the Account of the Labours 
of the Miifionaries in each Parifh, The 
Inhabitants of the Parifh of St. Helen^ iq 
Port^Royal Ifland, before mentioned, had 
been all drove from their Settlements, by 
the Tammojees ; but upon the fupprefiing 
ef the Indian Ravages, the People re-- 
turned to their Plantations. They were 
encouraged to do fo, the fooner, becaufe 
PorURoyal Ifland had a very capaciqus and 
fafe Harbour, and was likely to become a 
Place of great Trade, as being a commo- 
dious Station for Shipping, and the Cpun- 
try around, affording Plenty of all Pro— 
iriiions. Here are now computed to be: 
above 70 Families. They obtained a con- 
fiderable Sunci of Money from |he Go- 
vernment there, towards Building a Churchy 
;o which> feveral worthic Gentlemen added* 

Con- 



to SotttbhCflroIina. 103 

doACributionSy and in the Year 1724, built 
a finall Church, a neat Brick Building, 
in Length, from the IT^-End to the Chan- 
cel, 40 Feet, and in Breadth 30 ; the Chan- 
cel is 10 Feet fquare : The Communion-- 
Table, Pulpit, Desk, and fome Pews, are 
made of Cedar. There was a preffing Oc- 
caiion for having a Church here, becaufe 
the Inhabitants of this Parifli live at a great 
Diftance from each other, and the neareft 
of them at leaft 40 Miles diftant, from 
any other Parilh-Church. The People 
when they began to build their Church, 
requeiled the Society to fend them a Mif- 
fionary. The Reverend Mr. Lewis Jones 
was appointed hither in the Year 17*^. 
He hath behaved himfelf worthily in the 
Difdiarge of all the Duties of his Miffioni 
and inftru&ed feveral grown Perfofts in the 
Chriftian Faith, and admitted them to 
Baptifm. He continues ftill here. 

7, T H E Reverend Mr. Ha/ell was fent to ^^d Mr. J9«- 
the Parifli of St. Thomas in 1700. He had^' ^* *»«*• 
bcen lormerly employed by the Society, asriih. 
Catechift in Cbarles-T'owm which Office he 
difcharged with Diligence: The firft Church 
Built here, (now ufed for a Chapel of Eafe) 
was called Pomkinbill Church, from a rifii^ 
Hill of that Name, on which it was Built ; 

H 4 1% 
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it is fituate near the River Side, made 
of Cyprefs Wood, 30 Foot fquare, Erec^d 
about the Year 1703, at the Charge of 
the Neighbourhood, and by the particular 
Affiftance of Sir Nathaniel John/on. But 
the Parifh-Church of St. T'komas was Built 
of Brick, fituate on a Neck of Land, on 
the Nortb4VeJi of Wandoe River, and 
SoutbrWeJi of Cooper River ; in Purfuancc 
of an hOi of Affembly made in 1706. 
The Foundation of this Church vsras laid 
in 1707, and the Building finiftied the next 
Year 5 Mr. Hafell was the firft Minifter of 
this Church, eleft^d by Virtue of the above- 
mentioned Adl. There are in this Parifli 
upwards of ^op Acres of Glebe Land, 200 
of which adjoin to the Church 5 and 42Q 
to the Chapel of Eafe. There is as yet 
no Parfonage-Houfe Built in this Parifli, 
^ut the Money allowed by the Affepxbly 
for that Ufe, is laid out at Intereft, till it 
{hall arife to a fufficient Sum to Build one. 
There were, in the Year 17 13, about 120 
Families in this Parifh, including the Settle- 
ments in Or^/afg^^ Quarter s but now the In- 
habitants are computed to amount to ^6^ 
Whites, 950 Negroes, 60 Indian Slaves, and 
20 Free Negroes, in all near 1600 Souls. 
Mr. Hafell had very good Succefs in his 
Miniftry, was refpefted and loved \yj bis 

•-''•' Pa. 
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Pariftiioners, and a great many Perfons of 
tnfcttled Principles were induced to hold 
d firm Faith. A great many young Per- 
fons, defcended of Diffenters of various 
Tenets, conformed to the Church of E»- 
gland, and feveral young Men of French 
Parentage in Orange Quarter, who under- 
ftood Englijhy conftantly attended his 
Church. The Books the Society fent to 
be diftributed by him were of ' great Ufe, 
cfpegiaUy the Common-Prayer-Books, given 
to the younger People of the French^ and 
to Diffenters Children. Mr. Hafell conti- 
nues ftill in this Miffion, with a very ad- 
Vjantageous Chara&er. 

The Diftridt of Orange Quarter is a 
French Settlement, but in the firft Divifion 
of the Country into Parifhes, was Part 
of St, Tthomas's Pf rifti ; few of the People 
attended Service in the Englijh Church for 
Want of the Language. The major Part 
of them ufually met together in a fmall * 
Church of their own, where they generally 
made a pretty full Congregation, when 
they had a French Minifter amongft them ; 
they were poor, and unable to fupport their 
Minifter, and made Application to the 
Affembly of the Province, to be made a 
Parifli, and to have fome publick Allowance 
for a Minifter Epifcopally Ordained, who 

Oiould 
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ihould ufe the Liturgy of the Clmrch of 
England^ and Preach to them in Frenck 
Accordingly, they were incorporated by 
the Name o£ the Pariih of St. Dennis, till 
fuch Time as they fhould underftand Eti^ 
glijh. They have now a pretty good 
Church Built about the Time St. I'bomas's 
was, and never had but one Minifter, Mr. 
Lapiirre. 

itndMr*?^" 8. In the Year 1705, the Reverend Mr. 
fcnt to St Dtm was fent to St. Paufs Pariftx in C^/- 
Faurs? i^(Q^ County* A fmall but convenient 

Brick Church was Ereded, about the Year 
1708, in Length 35, in Breadth 25 Feet, 
iituate on the Head of Stono River, about 
20 Miles diftant from Cbarles-T'own to the 
Soutimard. It is built on a Piece of Land 
given by Mr. Edmund Bellinger, a Gen- 
tleman of that Parifh ; and a narrow Piece 
of Land near the Church, containing about 
71 Acres, was laid out for a Glebe. A 
tittle, but commodious Dwelling-houfe of 
Bricks was Built for the Minifter, with an 
out-Kitchen, and fome necefiary Timber 
Buildings ; but this Houfe, and the other 
out-Buildings, were burnt in the Indian 
War. Mr. Dun wrote Word that he 
found the conunon People very ignorant^ 
and was obliged to ftay fome Time to in- 

ftrua 
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{anA thoa before he could psoperly a^ 
onntOcr ^ Sacfunenta. Ho did noc coa- 
tia«e kmg diere» aivd Wi^Mattltmi fi}«- 
coeded kim, about tin Year i7o8» but 
died not long after. The Reverend Mr, 
WilUam ^redwel Bull was appointed MiP- 
fionary there in 1712. He demeaned 
bimfelf with Prudence and Civility, and 
was fo diligent in all Parts of hit Paftoral 
Care, that the Church confiderably in- 
creai^; and the flourifhii^ Condition of 
It at pre&nt is much owii^ to his Labours. 
Itt the Year 1721, the Veftry laid a Pe- 
tition before the General Affembly, fettii^ 
forth, ** That the Number of the Inhabi- ^j^ ^^, 
" tants and of the Members of the Church ChiwhM en- 
«« of EnglMd was fo much increafed, that ^ 
« their Pwrifti-Church was too little ioac 



" them, and that for Wauit of Koomi, 
** fome wefc forced to ftand without the 
** Door, and others, hang at the Windows > 
** and that having agreed among thon.- 
•* felves i^n the neceflary Enlargement, 
" they found it would coft confiderably 
noorethan 1000 Pound when compleated, 
with fuch Decency as becomes the Houfe 
of God: That they were willing lb 
** contribute to their utmoft, the' many of 
" them had been great Sufferers in the 

^ Indian War, and fearce able to Build 

" their 
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^' their own Houfes deftroyed in that 
" War." The General Affcmbly very g^ 
ncroufly allowed 500/. and the People very 
liberally and chearf^Uy Subfcribed 1000/. 
more, Carolina Moneys withwhich they made 
a very neat and regular additional Building 
to their Church. Mr. Bull continued till the 
Year 1723, very fuccefsful in the Difcharge 
of the Duties of his Fundion, and happy 
in having the Love and Efteem of his 
ParijQhioners. He was obliged to return 
to Englandy on Account of fome Family 
Affairs, and having relolvcd to continue 
here, was, in Confideration of his Services 
to the Church abroad, promoted to a 
Benefice here in England. In the Year 
1724, the Society fent the Reverend Mr. 
David St andijh^ Miffionary to thisPariihj 
he entred upon the Duties of his Function 
with Diligence, and behaved hinifelf fo as 
to gain the Efteem and Love of his Pa- 
rifhioners. His Congregation increafed, 
and feveral grown Perfons defired and 
received Baptifm. He extended his La- 
bours to other Places, where there was no 
Minifter ; particularly in Edijto Ifland^ 
where a large Number of Churchmen and 
Anabaptijis ufed to meet him. The Peo- 
ple of his Parifli made an Additional Build- 
ing to their Church, and were fp pxuch 

fatisfied 
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fatisfied with their Miniller; that in the 
Year 1727, they purchafed a Glebe for 
him^ of 400 Acres of Land, joining to the 
Churchy and very pleafantly fituated on a 
large River, about 20 Miles diftant from 
Cbarles'^own^ with a Houfe upon it, and 
fome other neceffary Buildings ; Mr. Sfan^ 
dijb continued diligent in all Parts of his 
Office, till the Year 1728, in which he 
died. 

. 9. The Inhabitants of Cbrift-^Cburcb 
Pariih had not a Miiiionary fent to them 
until the Year 171 1. However, that the 
People might not be left deftitute of hav- 
ing Divine Worftiip celebrated, the Reve- 
rend the Clergy neighbouring to this Pa- 
riih, Mr. Conuniflary Jobnjion^ Mr. Maule^ 
Mr. Hafell^ Mifiionaries from the Society, 
and the Reverend Mr. Lapierre^ gave 
each a Sermon Monthly at this Church, 
until the Society appointed the Reverend 
Mr. Gilbert Jones their Miffionary there. .Jlux^es 
The Foundation of ChriJi^Cburcb was laid fent Miffiona- 
in 1707, and the publick Allowance ofl^^rcb Pa- 
333/. was expended, but the Building not"*^- 
complicated in 17 12, when Mr. Jones came 
to this Parifti. Upon his being elected 
Reftor of this Church, the Pariihioners 
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petitioned the General Aflembly for % ftif* 
ther Sum toward finifliing their Church ; 
200/. more was given, and the PaHfli 
raifed among thcmfelves about 67 Pounds 
more, with which they finiibed their 
Church, bought 100 Acres of Land for 
a Gltbcy and built a convenient Houfe and 
Kitchin at 4 Miles Diftance froih the 
Church. Mr. Jom% fat about the Duties 
of his Fundion, with great Diligence and 
Earneftnefs; and as the People had been 
long without a refident Minifter, there 
were many grown Children and Perfons 
of Age unbaptized. He perfuaded them to 
bring their Children for Baptifm, and foon 
after his being fettled th^e, received into 
the Church 136 Children befides 7 grown 
Perfons; tho* the Number of Houfekeepers 
then was but 105. He ufed alfo grtet 
Pains to perfuade the Mailers and Mi-> 
ftrefies to affift in having their Slaves in* 
ftru&ed in the Chriftian Faith ; but found 
this good Work lay under Difficulties as 
yet infuperable. He wrote thus concern- 
ing this Matter, ^M lahouring in vain 
he vety difcouragingy yet (hj the Help of 
God) I will not ceafe my Labours^ and if 
I Jhall gain but one Profelyte, pall not 
think much of all my Pains. He was not 
only very laborious in his Cure, but out 

of 
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of ft kind Regard to the Poverty of his 
Pariibioners, occafioned by the Indian War, 
he declined taking any Contributions from 
theoi, left fome unfettled Perfons might 
think their Religion too dear, and there- 
fore forfake it. He contra&ed feveral Fits 
of Sicknefs by his conftant Application^ 
and {o impair'd his Conftitution, that he 
was obliged to ask Leave from the So* 
ciety to come to England*, the Society con- 
fented^ and he returned home in 172 1, 
and continued here in England. 

The Society km the Reverdnd Mr. 
Pownal in his Room, he arrived there in 
November 1722. He acquainted about 
Two Years after, that the Number of his 
Pariihioners was 470 Free-born, and that 
tho^e were but few Diflenters among them $ 
but there Were above 700 Slai?[cs, fome of 
which underftand the Englijb Tongue, but 
very few knew any Thing of G on or 
Religion. The People were very fo- 
ber and induftrious; he had a full Con- 
gregation, and above 30 Communicants, 
and had Baptized ieveral grown Per- 
fons. Not long after, having fome Afiairs 
in Ei^and, which required his Prefence, 
he returned from his Parifli, and continued 
lieroa This Pariih is at prefintt without 

a 
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a Miffionary, but the Society have agreed 
to fend One in a little Time. 

lO, T tt E Church ofSujindrew^s is fituate 
about 13 Miles diftant from Cbarles-Towny 
on the South Side of jijhiey River; the 
Parifh extends about 2 1 Miles in Length, 
and 7 in Breadth, and contains about 
180 Families. The Reverend Mr. IFb^d 
was the firft Minifter they had ; a very 
dcfcrving Man, as Mr. Chief Juftice I'rott 
acquainted the Society : He entred upon this 
Cure in the Year 1707, but died foon after : 
the Parifh vras long vacant. The Reverend 
Mr. T'aylor vras appointed Miffionary there, 
in the Year 171 1 ; but there arofe fome 
contentious Difputes at firft, and after- 
wards an unhappy Diftafte between him 
ajid his Parifhioners, that he was defirous 
to be removed. He accordingly removed 
to North-Carolina with the Society's Per- 
miflion in 17 17. About thb Time, the 
Reverend Mr. G«y, who, after the Defola- 
tion of his Parifh (St. Helen's Port-^Royal) in 
the Indian War, had been fent Miffionary to 
Naraganfett in New^England } returned, 
upon account of his Health, to Carolina^ and 
was foon kfter fettled at St. jlndrew's inibad 
of Mr. Baylor. He made amends by his Pru- 
dence and courteous Demeanor, for the ilif- 
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obliging Conduct of his Predeccflbr. His for- 
mer Behaviour had gained him the general 
Efteem of the People in the Country. The 
Vcftry of this Church therefore, upon his 
Arrival, invited him to fettle with them 1 as 
he had no Parifti, he accepted of their very 
kind Offer -, and the Society allowed of his 
being fixed there, upon the Veftry's Requeft, 
joined to his own. He continued to 
perform his Miniflerial Office with good 
Diligence and Succefs. This Church was 
built of Brick, about 40 Feet long, and 
25 broad, there was a Burying Place con- 
tiguous to it of about 3 Acres. A fmall 
boarded Parfonage-Houfe was Built, about 
a Mile diflant from the Church, and 26 
Acres of Glebe Land bought for the Mi- 
nifler -, but there hath been fince made an 
Addition of 60 Acres of good Land to this 
Glebe^ about the Year 1727. Mr. Guy was 
not only careful in his own Cure, but ex- 
tended his Labours to fome other Places 
remote, where he Preached, Adminiflrcd the 
Sacrament, and Baptized feveral Children, 
and fome grown Perfons. He had fuch 
Audiences generally at the Houfe where 
he Preached, that the People finding it too 
little to hold them, began to raife a Sub- 
fcription for Building a Church. The 
Parifh-Church in the Year 1722, became 

I too 
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too fmall to hold the Congregation : The 
People therefore iagrced to enlarge it, and 
presently Subfcribed 500 Pounds. The Com* 
miffioners appointed by the Veftry, agreed 
with Workmen, and prepared Materials 
for Building ; and the General Aflembly of 
the Province, the more to encourage them 
to go on, ordered the Publick Receiver to 
pay out of the Treafury, the Sum of 
400/. becaufe the Subfcription Money of 
the Parifh vras not fufficient to defray the 
Charges. The Church as now enlarged, is 
St. Jndrm^tin the Form of a Crofs, begun in the 
Ch^chcnlar-Year 1723, and fmce carried on by the 
Contributions of the Parifhioncrs ; it is 
40 Feet long, and 52 Feet broad, with 
a handfome Chancel 12 Feet long, and 24 
Feet wide, Built of good Brick, and the 
Roof of Cyprefs Wood 5 t\\% Roof of the old 
Part was likewife pulled down, and Built of 
Cyprefsy well arched, ceiled and plaiftered, 
as is the new Part : The Church is adorn'd 
and beautified, with neat Cedar Pews, a 
large E^^-End Window, and two others, 
one, on each Side of the Comniunion-Table, 
with more on each Side of the Body of 
the Church, all neatly arched, and well 
glazed. A decent Font is to be placed on 
a Pedeftal 3 Steps high in a Semicircle, at 
!the Entrance of thft Church, and a Galary 

is 
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is d^iigned to be forthwith built at the 
fFe^ End, for thofc People who have no 
Pews. Mn Guy perfuaded leveral Perfons 
who were negle<Sful of the Offices of the 
Church, to a more regular Behaviour, 
and baptized many grown Perfons; and 
as the Number of his Hearers confiderably 
increafed, fo alfo did the Number of the 
conftant Communicants ; he continues now 
ki this Miflion. 

1 1. T H £ Parifli of St.Gearge was formerly St. Gi$fg/^ 
a Part of St.^»^r^*s, and taken out of that ^^"""^ ^'^'' 
by an A& of AiTembly, in the Year lyij. 
It is about 19 Miles long, and 8 broad, 
confifting of 500 Englijh^ in 115 Families, 
befides 1300 Negroe Slaves. The Church 
is iituate about 9 Miles from Gooffreek^ 
1 1 from St. Andrew's^ and 28 from Charles^ 
T^omfn. By the Aft of Affembly ptfled iii 
the Year 17 17, for Building this Churchy 
Alexander Skeene Efq; Captain Walter 
Izard^ Mr. "Thomas Dijion, Samuel Wragg 
Efq; Captain John Canty, Mr. Thomas 
Warring^ and Mr. Jacob Satur^ were 
named Commiflioners. Thefe worthy Gen- 
tlemen Were very zealous to carry on this 
Work. The Allowance made by the 
Aflembly of 333 Pounds bein^ not fufficient 
for ikis Purpofe, ihcy very earneftly pro- 
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11^ Mijjionaries /ent 

moted a Subfcription among the Gentle- 
men of the Country, and 1196/. Carolina 
Money was Subfcribcd 5 yet that proving too 
little, the Publick did four Years after, give 
466 Pounds more, to defray the Charge 
of the Building. A Church was begun 
to be built in the Year 17 19, and in 
the Year following the out- Work was 
compleated; it is a Brick Building 50 
Feet long, and 30 Broad, befides the 
Chancel. There is alfo a very good 
Brick Parfonage-Houfe built, not half a 
Mile diftant from the Church, fituate on 
a very pleafant Spot of Ground near ./^- 
Jey River, with a Glebe of y^ Acres of 
Land. 

The Reverend Mr. Peter I'ujiian was 
appointed Miflionary here, by the Society, 
in the Year 17 19; but upon his Arrival, 
he found the Country fo difordered with 
Party Divifions, that he foon removed to 
Maryland. 

ThcRcve- The Reverend Mr. Farno J fucceeded 

t«ndMr.ijv-hiro^ he arrived there in 1723, and was 

fionary. Very kindly received by his Parifhionprs ; 

they were fo well inclined to the Church of 

England Communion, that they conftantly 

attended Divine Service, and fo few ab« 

fented 
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feated themf^lves, that the Church began 
foon to be too fmall for the Congregation. 
A Year after his Arrival at CbriJimaSy he 
had more Communicants than ever were 
known to meet at that Place, near Fifty 
Perfons, and what was ftill remarkable. 
Seventeen Negroes. He baptizdl feveral 
grown Perlons, befides Children 2iXidNegroeSy 
belonging to jilexander Skeene Efq; Mr. 
Varnod extended his Labours beyond his 
own Parifli, he fometimes ufed to preach at 
a neighbouring French Congregation, much 
to their Edification. His own Parifhioners 
were alfo well fatisfied with him. He conti- 
nues ftill in his Million with good Succefs. 

12. The Parifli of St. James Santee 
confifts chiefly of French Refugees, con- 
forming to the Church of England^ It 
contains upwards of loo French Families, 
and 60 Englijhy befides Free Indians and 
Negroe Slaves. Their Minifter hath only 
the Salary of the Country and fome occa- 
fional Gratuities, the whole making but a 
very fcanty Support. The Reverend Mr. 
Philip de Richbourg^ was their firft Mini- 
fter, and approved himfclf in all Rcfpedls, 
a worthy Man; upon his dying in 17 17, 
the Parifli was a long Time without a 
Minifter. In 1720, the Reverend Mr. P(7«- 

I 3 derous. 
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derous^ % French Clergyman, went over, 
and was fixed there by the Biftiop of Lon^ 
don J but neither he, nor Mr. Richbourg^ had 
any conilant Salary from the Society, tho' 
they have had feveral occafional Gratuities. 
The People are religious and induftrious, 
and very foon, in the Year 1706, petitioned 
the Governor and General Aflcmbly, to 
have their Settlement Eredted into a Pa- 
rifli, and fignified their being extream de- 
firous of being united to the Body of the 
Church of England^ whofe Dodrine and 
Difcipline they did moft highly efteem ; and 
the Governor and Aflcmbly did pafs an 
h&j that Year, ereding their Settlement 
into a Parifli, fixing the Parochial Church 
at James Town, and fetting forth its 
Boundaries, which contained about 18 
Miles in Compafs, but by a lubfequent 
Aft, they have been much enlarged : The 
Reverend Mr. Ponderous continues now 
their Minifter, very induftrious in his 
Funftion. 

Priftce 13- Prince George" % Parifh was ereded 

OeorgisVz' \^ ^^^ Northern Parts of this Province, at 

riih erected. • • « 

a Place called Wtneaw^ in the Year 1725, 
when Francis Nicholfon Efq; was Governor 
of this Colony. There was a confiderable 
Sum of Money givcin, by Aft of Aflem- 

bly, 
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^\fy for Building a Church here; and 
Governor Nicbolfon^ to forward the Work, 
gave looA and the People contributed 
the reft. This is a Frontier Place, fo 
very far diftant from any Church, as the 
Inhabitants have wrote to the Society, 
That they have lived many Years with-^ 
out feeing any Divine Publick Worfhip 
performed, without having their Chil- 
dren baptized, or the Dead buried in any 
Chriftian Order. The Parifh contains at 
prefent, above Five Hundred Chriftian 
SouU, beiides Negroes and Indians, and 
the People were fo zealous to have a Mi- 
nifter of the Church of England, that they 
built a convenient Church in the Year 
1726, and obtained of the Country a 
3alary of lOo/. Proclamation Money, and 
purchafed 200 Acres of Gleie Land for 
their Minifter. Upon the repeated Defires 
of the People here, the Society appoint*^ 

ed the Reverend Mr. Morrit Miflionary 
in 1728. 

14. The Church of St. Philifs in Charles 
ftown, the Capital of the whole Province 
of Carolina, had a Salary of 150/. of that 
Country Money, fettled on the Minifter, by 
Aft of Aflcmbly : The Society were in 
hopes this might be a fufHcient Maintenance, 
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and therefore did not at firft allow arly 
Thing to the Minifter. The Bifliop of 
London (Dr. Compton) w?is very earneft to 
have a Perfon of Prudence and Experience, 
to take the Cure of this, thie Chief Place in 
the Province, one w^ho fhould adl as his 
Commiflary, and have the Infpedlion of 
Church Matters. The Reverend Mr. 
ThtVLtvtrtnA Gideon Johnjlon was recommended to ' the 
jlbnfton fent Bifliop, in the Year 1707, by the Arch- 
Ili^^^J^^/^bifhop of Dublin, by the Bi/liop of Kiltaloo, 
and the Bifliop oiElpbin, hisDiocefan, in the 
fuUeft Manner. " His Grace affured, He 
" had known Mr. Jobnjton from a Child, 
^* and did teftifie, he had maintained a fair 
t^ Reputation, and was the Son of a wor* 
thy Clergyman in Ireland: That he 
dared anfwer for his Sobriety, Diligence, 
and Ability, and doubted not, but he 
would execute his Duty, fo as to merit 
the Approbation of all, with whom he 
" fhould be concerned." Bifliop Compton 
wa$ fully fatisfied with this Charadler 5 fent 
him to Cbarles-T'owny and made him his 
Commiflary. Mr. Johnjion arived in Ca^ 
rolina^ after a long and tedious Voyage, 
and was unfortunately, near loofing his 
JLrife, almoft in Sight of Charles-^own. 
The Bar of S^nd at the Harbour's Mouth, 
kept out the Ship, in which he was Paf- 
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fcnger, till *e next Tide j and Mr. John- 
fton being Sick, was impatient to get a 
Shore, wrcnt into a Sloop with Three 
other Pcrfons ; a fudden Guft of Wind 
rifing, wrecked the Sloop upon a Sand 
Bank ; they lay there Two Days, before 
the Boats and Canoes,, which were fent 
out, could difcover them, almoft periftied 
with Hunger andThirft. 

Mr. Johnfton upon his entring on his 
Cure, found the People at Cbafh-'^o^n 
unhappUy ' difturbed with Feuds and Ani-H^J^!*"* 
mofitics } yet he managed himfelf, with fo 
much Temper and Prudence, as to avoid 
giving any Offence, or incurring the Dif- 
plcafure of either Side. What affli^ed him 
moft, was the ill Habit of Body, which, 
by various Incidents in his Voyage,, and 
fince his Arrival . in the Country, he had 
contracted. However, he ftruggled thro 
every Difficulty, difcharged his Duty with 
great Diligence, and to the general Satis- 
faftion of his Parifbioners, tho' his Cure, 
as beii^ in the moft populous Place, Ws^ 
very laborious. He read Prayers and 
preached twice on Sunday Sy read Prayers 
on Wednefdays and Friday s^ and • frequently 
Catechized the Children. Befidesthe Dif- 
{Charge of all his Minifterial Duties ; he 

be^ 



becaime ufeful and happy in compofing^ In 
fome Degree, d>e Divificms among the 
People, and by a very modeft and peaceable 
applying, perfuaded many, who had Dif- 
ferences, to converfe without PafEon or 
Bitternefs. By thefe, and many other Me* 
thods, he gained the Refpedt and Love of 
the beft Sort of People, of many Parties. 
His Pari(hioners knew his Circumftances 
were ftrait, and that the Country Allow- 
ance was not fufficienc to maintain him 
and his large Family ; the Aiiembly being 
then fitting, they procured a Claufe to be 
made in one of the A£fcs then pafTed, adding 
50/. a Year more to his Church, during 
bis Incumbency. This was a very fpecial 
Mark of their Favour to hinfi, and the 
more fo, becaufe it was done without his 
ufing any publick ^llicitation for it. He 
continued very aiitdu(His in every Branch 
of his Office, until the Year 17 n, at which 
Time, feveral P^ftilential Difieafes raged 
over all the Country, and occafioned a great 
Mortality, efpecially at Cbarlei'-^own ; not- 
withftandiflg thefe Difficulties, he dii^ 
charged all the Duties of his Fun<9:ion, 
with unwearied Diligence. He contrafted 
by his Labours many Infirmities, which 
increafed daily on him ; and he was forced 
to come to England fw the Recovery of his 

Health* 
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Health. After ftaying here about a. Year 
and a half, he returned to his Churdi at 
Carolina^ with an Allowance of 50 A a 
Year Salary from the Society. He entred 
again upon the Duties of his Cure, with 
his former Diligence and Succefs, and con- 
tinued fo till Aprs I J in 1716. The Ho- 
nourable Charles Craven Efq; the Gover- 
nor of the Country, was then returning 
to England. Mr. Jobnjicn^ with 30 more 
Gentlemen, went into a Sloop to take their 
Leave of him, then in the Man of War^ 
and under Sail. They waited on the Go- 
vernor and parted with him, but in their 
Return back, a Storm arofe, the Sloop was 
overfet, and Mr. Jobnjlon being lame of 
the Gout, and in the Hold, was drowned; 
the other Gentlemen who were upon Deck, 
partly by Swinuning, and partly by hold- 
ing on the Sloop, faved themfelves, till 
Help came. The Sloop afterwards drove* 
and that, and Mr. Johnjion'^ Body, were 
found on the fame Bank of Sand, on which l^^^'^^J^] 
he had almoft perifhed, at his firft coming ^* 
to the Country : He was buried at Charles^ 
^own^ very much lamented by his Pa- 
riihioners, and efpecially all the Clergy his 
Brethren. 

15. The 
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15. The MiiUonaries reprefented fre- 
quently to the Society the great Want of 
Schools in this Province^ for the Inftru- 
fiion of the Children in the Principles of 
mnf^f J^l^g^o^j ^^^ teaching convenient Learn- 
Schools, ing. Dr. Le Jeau at Goo/creek, did very 
earneftly prefs the Society to allow a Sa- 
lary for a Schoobnafter in his Parifh, and 
they appointed Mr. Dennis Schoolmafter 
in the Year 17 10 5 he had a good Num- 
ber of Scholars for feveral Years, till the 
Indian War broke out, which difperfed 
the People and all his Scholars. The So- 
ciety appointed alfo the Reverend Mr. Guy 
to be Schoolmafter in Cbarles-^T'owny in 
171 1, and alfo Curate or* Afliftant to the 
Minifter of Charles-l'owny becaufe that 
Cure feemed too laborious for one Perfon. 
There is now a handfome SchoolrHoufe 
built byAa of Aflembly, and the School- 
mafter allowed a Salary of 100/. Procla^ 
mation Money. Upon Mr. Gufs being re- 
moved to the Cure of a Parifti, Mr. Mor- 
rit wjis fixed Schoolmafter here ; but be- 
ing lately chofe Minifter of a Parifti, and 
leaving the School, the Society have ap^ 
pointed the Reverend Mr. Lambert School- 
mafter and Catechift or Afternoon Preacher 
there s and Accounts have been tranf- 
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mitted to the Society, that he difchargcs 
his Duty with Diligence, and hath been 
very ufeful in training up the Youth. 

The People of the whole Country arc 
throughly fenfible of the Neccffity of 
Schools, for the Chriftian Education of 
their Children, and have, in feveral Places, 
taken Mcafures for Founding of Schools. 
An ACi of Affembly was pafled in the ^^ 

Year 1734, for eftablifhmg of a Free- Endeavours 
School in the Town of Dorcbejier^ in the f" ^*^s 
Parifh of St. George. Upon this Occafion ^ °* ' 
fome of the moft confiderable Gentlemen 
of this Colony, wrote to the Society, 'The 
chief Source of Irreligion and Immorality 
here, is the Want of Schools } and we may 
jufily he apprebenfi'oe^ that if our Children 
continue longer to be deprived of Opportuni- 
ties of being infiruBed^ Chrijiianity will of 
Courfe decay infenjibly, and we Jhall have 
41 Generation of our own, as ignorant as the 
Native Indians. This A& hath been 
tranfmitted to Great Britain for the Royal 
Aflgent. The People alfo of St. PauPs 
Parifh have lately raifed a Sum of Money 
by voluntary Subfcriptions, for Founding 
a Free-School ; and Mr. Whitmarjh of this 
Parifh^ Jately deceased, liath left 500/. for 
this Purpofe i they noW; have good hcJpes of 
rai^og a fufficiem Fund for Buildijig and 

En- 
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Endowing one. The Reverend Mn Lud-^ 
lam, lately the Society's Mifiionary at Goo/^ 
creeky bequeathed ail his Eftate, which 
hath been computed to be about 2000 /« 
Carolina Money ^ for Building and Endowing 
a School at Goo/creek. This Society, who 
are the Truftees appointed by his Will, 
hope to fettle this School in a little time. 
The late Richard Beresford Efqj of St* 
l^bomas's Farifh, in this Colony, has been a 
great Promoter of the founding of Schools* 
He died in March 1722, and by his Will 
bequeathed the Annual Profits of his £« 
ftate, which was very confiderable, in 
truft, to be paki to the Veftry of that 
Pariih ; from the Time of his Deceafe, 
until his Son, who was at that Time 
about Eight Years of Age, ihoukl arrive at 
the Age of a i Ye^s : Dire<fting farther 
the Veftry to apply one Third, of the 
yearly Profits of his Eftate, for the Sup- 
port of one, or more Schoolmafters ; who 
fhould teach l^eading. Accounts, Mathe-^ 
maticks, and other liberal Learning; and 
the remaining two Thirds, towards the 
Support and Maintenance of the Children 
<jf the Poor of that Parifli, who ihould 
be fent to this School. The Veftry of thi« 
Pariih have fince received from this Eftate 
6500 Pounds QaroUtki Money ^ and placed out 
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140b Pounds of it, in Purchafo of a Plantt- 
tion, about half a Mile diftant from the 
Church, containing 600 Acres of Land, 
with convenient Buildings upon it, for the 
Ufe of the defigned School; and placed out 
the remaining Money at Intereft upon Land 
Security. 

It is now to be hoped this ncceffiiry 
Work, of the Education of the Youth, 
will be carried on with Succefs j which the 
Society have always ftrovc to the utmoft of 
their Power to promote ; they have not 
only helped towards Maintenance of fome 
Schoolmafters, but have alfo, at Times^ ^^^ ^^_ 
fent large Quantities of good Booki, as bated in C4- 
Biblcff, Common-Prayer-Books, Whole ""'"' 
Duties of Man, CatechiAns, and other De- 
votional Books. The Society have fent to 
this Province, above 2000 Volumes, Mid above 
300/. Worth of fmall Trafts, not Bound. 

16. I have now related the Endeavours 
of the Society, towards fettling Religion 
in this Colony; which, however fmall in 
Comparifon of the great End fought for, 
have, ttotwithftanding, had important Con- 
fequences. The Zeal and Bounty of ^ie 
Society, hath raifed a noble and ^tlly 
Chtiftiaa EmuUUon an the Inhabicftftts of 

this 
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this Province, to carry on fo great and 
neceifary a Work. The Example fet by 
the Society, hath influenced the People to 
contribute very bountifully to their own 
Happinefs, hath induced them, with great 
Chearfulnefs, to build Churches, to affign 
ftated Salaries to the Clergy, by Adts of Af- 
•fembly, to allot Glebes to the Churches, to 
open and to endow Schools for the Educati- 
on of their Children. Soon after the Foun- 
dation of this Society, an Adt of Affembly 
pafled in the Year 1706, for EJiabliJhing 
Religious Worjhip according to the Cburcb 
of England i for dividing the whole Pro- 
vince into ten Parifhes, (to which three 
have been fince added) for allowing a con- 
fiderable Sum for the Building each Church, 
and ordering one to be built in each Pa- 
riflii for Incorporating the Redlors or 
Miniftersj for allowing the Minifters of 
the Country Parifhes 100/. a Year, currant 
Money of that Province, each; and the 
Redor of Cbarles-Town 150/. All which 
Churches were foon after built, have been 
fupplyed with Minifters by this Society, 
and have been faithfully paid their fettled 
Salaries by the Country. And lately in 
the Year 1723, a farther Law was pafled 
for augmenting the , Minifters Salaries, and 
appointing them to be paid in Proclama^ 

tion 
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tion Money. The Clergy were fo fenfiblc 
of this Liberality of the People, that they 
did in the moft grateful Manner repre- 
fent to the Society, that confidering the 
Circumilances of the Colony, it was a very 
generous Settlement. 

Thus thro" the pious Liberality of the 
Country, tho* there was fcarce any Face 
of the Church o£ England in this Province, 
when this Society was firft cftablilhcd, there 
have been 13 Churches, and 4 Chapels of 
Eafe iince built ; a Free-School hadi been 
erefted at Cbarles-'town. The whole Body 
of the People, have had the Advantage of 
the Adminiftration of God's Word and 
Sacraments, and fuch a Light fet up among 
them, as, it is to be hoped, no Age fliaU 
fee extinguiflicd. 
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CHAP. VI. 

MiJJionaries fent to NorthnCaroIina. Tlbe 
Reverend Mr. hhirfintMi/lumary^tttt- 
dergoes great Hardjhipsy returns to Eng- 
land. Other Mijmaries fent tbtber $ 
they meet with many ^fj^ukiesy return 
to England. 2lbe Tufcararo Indians 
form a Confpira£f a^ainfi tie EngjUfli, 
rao^0 the Colony i are at kaffb defeated, 
Mr, Newnam fent M^fonairy^ takes 
great Tains in bif M{jSon^ dies. 
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I. ^ I 1 H E Society had a very early 

Knowledge of the dcftitute 
Condition of this Province : 
The Inhabitants, in the Year 1702, 
amounted to above 600.0 Souls, chiefly 
Englijhy befides Slaves; a great Number 
of the People were defejws of having the 
Church of EnglanJyio^ihvp fettled among 
them ; there were ibme Presbyterians^ and 
fewer fakers here, but many Perfons 
carelefs of all Religioo, and of a profane 

Mind. 
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Mitkl. However, fomc of the principal 
Inhabitants did, iri a very ferious Man- 
ner, and \Vith a ttue Chriflian Spirit, fet 
forth their Wafits of a Miniftry to the 
Society. 

BtjT the Society received the fuileft 
Informatfion from the Reverend Mr. Blair ^ The Reve- 
tvho had been an itinerant Miflionary in '"^^MnB/tf/r 

- ^ t . 1 « -Tk Miflionary. 

that Country, Supported with the Bounty 
of 50/. from the Lord Weymouth. He ar- 
rived in North-Carolina in January 1703, 
and eiitred upon the Duties of his Miffioh 
with great Diligence and Pains. The 
Peopk wete fettled in fuch diftant Plan- 
tations on the feVeftfl Rivers Sides, that 
he was obliged to be cofttindally tfavelling 
fr<ym Place to Placd, Which could not pot 
fibly be done Without a Guide, both oft 
Aec^uht of the Badnefs of the Roads^ 
and Difl&cuky to fiftd theift if ohccloft, as 
alfo by rcafon of the Defarts betwceA 
fevcral Plantatiofts, fome extending 40 
Miles in leAgth, without any Inhabitant. 
B^fides, there was another exceeding \ti^ 
convenience in tfaVeUing this County* 
h Wai Watred With Seven great Rivcf?, 
all wkhout ahy Bridges over them ; Tvfo 
ortly, which coiild be paffed on Horfeback ; 
the oiheFS h^'Fefrbs over them, in fome 
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Places, and the Paffage there was charge- 
able. However, he exerted himfelf for 
fome Time, bought Horfes for himfelf 
and a Guide, travelled over all the Country, 
and preached twice every Lord's Day, 
for above a Year; and fometimes on the 
Week-days, when the People could bring 
their Children for Baptifm. He baptized 
above 100 during his Continuance here. 
He was very ufeful to revive a Senfe of 
Religion among themj and the People, 
in Purfuance of an AGt of Aflembly there, 
began to build Three fmall Churches. 
But he found the Labour of continual 
•Travelling in exceffive Heats in Summer, 
and extream Colds in Winter, beyond his 
Strength of Body and Mind. He would 
have refided on one Precindt of the Coun- 
try, and officiated to all who could come 
to him; but the People were diflatisfied 
with this, telling him, the Lord Weymouth's 
Charity was intended for the Good of the 
whole Country. An K€i of Aflembly had 
been pafled a little before, allowing 30/. 
a Year, of that Country Money ^ making 
about 10/. Sterlings for a Minifter in each 
Divifion ; but that A6t was not then con- 
firmied by the Proprietaries, fo that he 
had no. Allowance from the Inhabitants. 
Thefe Hardfhips rendrcd the Mifliop/o 

diffi- 
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difficult, that fome Time after, he was 
forced to return to England^ quite funk 
with Poverty and Sicknefs. 

2. This unprovided Condition of the 
People, engaged the Society to aflift them. 
In 1707, they fent over the Reverend Mr. 
Adams and Mr. Gordon^ itinerant Miflio- 
naries, with a better Support than Mn 
Blair had. They were both very fenfible 
they ihould meet with many Difcourage- 
ments in their Miffion, however, they en-^ 
tred on their Office with much Refolution. 
Upon their firft Arrival, they entertained 
Hopes of good Succefs in their Labours, 
from the Encouragenient which they re- 
ceived from fome worthy Perfons in the 
Adminiftration of the Government at that 
Time. But foon after their Arrival, many 
ignorant and irreligious Perfons in the Co- 
lony, raifed fuch Fadions and Animofities, 
and above all, made fuch a blafphcmous 
Ridicule of the moll facred Ordinances of 
the Gofpel, in a manner too profane to be 
mentioned, as occafipned long and pub- 
lick Diftradions, and mightily retarded the 
Progrefs of the GofpcL Mr. Adams and 
Mr. Gordon perfevered, notwithftwiing, in 
their Miffions. The whole Province was 
divided into four large Precinds, Chowan^ 

K 3 Pa^ 
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Paquimajty Pafquetanck^ and Carotuck^ be- 
iidcs Bath CjQunty, or Pamlico Divifion. 

The Rcvc- M R. GofdoH had the Care of Chowan 

Z^imoi^^^^ P^9^^^^^' ^^owan if the Wejermoft, 
in cbowan & the largcft and thineft fettled ; the Peo- 
cmar^ '^^ pie had built a Church fomc Tiqie before 
his coming there, but it was fmall, and 
forrily put together, and therefore they 
then had Intentions to build another. 
There were very . few Sluakers or Dif- 
Jinters in this Parifh. The People indeed 
were ignorant, few that could read, and 
fewer write, even of the better Sort ; yet 
the Body of them were very ferious and 
well-inclined, ready to embrace, both in 
publick und in private, all Opportunities 
p{ being inftrudted. Mr. Gordon fpent 
moft of his Labours in this Precindt, it is 
very large, and divided by the great Sound 
2uid feveral Rivers, which niade his Cur6 
very laborious; however, he vifited all 
F^rts of it, and baptized above loo Chil- 
4ren. Mr. Gordon had alfo the next 
Precinfl^ Paquimany under his Care. 
There was a little compadt Church built 
here, with more Care and Expence, and 
better iMafarived than that in Chowan. 
The ^diers here were very numerous. 
This Prccinft is not fo Ijirfe as the other, 

; ' but 
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but the Roids are worfc. The PcopU 
were very ignorant, and loofe in their 
Lives, unconcerned as to Religion, thro' 
their Want of Minifters and good Books. 

Mr. Gordon was in hopes the Feuds 
and Animoiities, among the People, would 
have ^ated in a little Time, bilt on the 
contrary, they grew higher, and the pub- 
lick Diftradtions increafed. He found him^ 
fclf therefore neceflitated to return to En^ 
gland y which he did^ bringing with him 
Letters to the Lord Bifliop of London^ Returns to 
and to the Society, from the two Precinfts *^^ ^^ " 
which he attended i certifying that he had 
difcharged his Million with great Fidelity 
among them, and indefatigably employed 
his Time in promoting the Intercft of Re- 
ligion in thofe Parts, 

M R. Adams had the Care of P a/cot anck 
and Carotuck Precinfts. Pafcotanck Precinft _, ^ 
then had no Church built in it. The Roads rend Mr. ^- 
here are the worft, but the Country is clofer ^^^^Jj^^"; 
fettled, and better peopled than the other and Ciir^/«rrf. 
Precinfts. In their Way of living, thefe Peo- 
ple have much the Advantage of the reft, be- 
ing more induftrious and careful. But they 
were above all, to be commended for their 
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Order, Serioufhefs, and Decency in at- 
tending Divine Worfhip. 

Carotuck is the Eajierntojl Precind, in- 
cluding the Sand Banks, and part of the 
South Part of the Sound ; a very incom- 
modious Place for damp Colds in Win- 
ter, and Mufchatoes in Sununer j they 
had no Church built here. Mr. Adams 
behaved himfelf with unwearied Appli- 
cation, the Extent of his Miflion was in 
fome Places above 70 Miles. There were 
839 Souls in the Precindt of Carotuck $ 
he preached often, baptized here Num- 
bers of Children, and adminiftred the Sa- 
crament. But the principal Branch of 
his Cure was the Precin(St of Pafcotanck^ 
where he chiefly refided. It contained 
above 1300 Souls, 900 of which, profefTed 
themfelves Members of the Church of 
England. He baptized in the Parifhes of 
Pafcotank and Carotucky above 214 Chil- 
dren, befides grown Perfons, preached con- 
ftantly, and adminiftred the Sacrament in 
Pafcotank and in Carotuck. 

When Mr. Gordon returned to En^ 
glandy Mr. Adams was much deje^d, but 
Tffplved to make a farther Effort. He 

con- 
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continued very diligent in the Difcharge 
of his Duty. However, the pubtick Di- 
ftraftions cpuld hot be compofed thro' 
the Perverfenefs of fome fakers. Du- 
ring all thefe Broils, Mr. Adams behaved 
himfelf with fo much Moderation and 
Diligence, as gained the Favour and E- 
ileem of the iiioft fober People, and pre- 
ferved his Character unblemiftied, even by 
his Enemies. The. Parties here grew of 
more imbittered Spirits, and Mr. Adams 
was quite wearied out with the Hardfhips Labours and 
he met with ; he intended to return to ^^*^*^^»^^- 
England in 171 o, upon which, the Veftry 
of Carotucky and Colonel Glover wrote 
thus to the Society ; " Mr. Adams^ during 
his Abode among us, hath behaved him- 
felf in all Refpeds, worthy the Cha- 
** rafter of a Minifter, exemplary in his 
'^ Life, and blamelefs in his Converfation • 
- * ^nd now being bound for England^ we 
** with forrowful Hearts, and true Love 
" and AfFe£tion, take our Leave of him : 
•* We fliajil ever blefs that Providence that 
^' placed him among us, . and (hould be 
•* very unjuft to his Charafter, if we did 
^' not give him theTeftimony of a pious 
** and painful Paftor, whofe Sweetnefs of 
*' Temper, Diligence in his Calling, and 
!^ Soundnefs oi Doftrine, hath fo much 

" con-* 
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•* conduced to promote the great End 
«* of his Mifiion, that we hope the good 
^^ Seed God hath enabled him to fow^ 
" will bear Fruit upwards." The Veftry 
p£ Psfcatank write to the fame Eflfed; 
and Colonel Ghvety Prefidcnt of the Coun- 
cil there, tranfmitted thefe Letters to the 
Society, and wrote thus with them : " The 
inclofed Papers being put into my 
Hand, I held my felf bound to prefent 
them to your Board, and to join. with 
the Subfcribers in the Charader they 
juftly give of the Reverend Mr. James 
^^ AdamSy and to which I am fure all 

** Pcrfons, who have any Refpeft to Rc- 
•* ligion, do heartily concur. As for the 
** Difficulties he met with, he hath waded 
"** thro* them, under the vigilant Eyes of 
" the nulicious Enemy, without coiiimit- 
•' ting any Thing unbecoming a Minifter 
^* of Christ." But before Mr. Adams 
embarqued for England^ he fell fick, and 
m Cart^lina. 
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3. The Society refolved again to afSft 
this People ; and appointed the Reverend 
Mr. Vrmjione and Mr. Rainsferd Miffio- 
naries there, about the Year 171 1. Mr. 
Vrmjione took Care of the North Shore, 
at the lovrer End of Chowan^ with all 

Paf^ 
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Paf£9tani ; and Mr. Rasmfardj of the WTiJl 
BhoTt. But ihej had not been long in 
the Country, before tha Civil Feuds am^on^ 
that unhappy People were followed with 
an Indian War, which thrcatned the total 
Ruin of the Colony ; and had it not been 
for a very timely and powerful Afliftance, 
from their Neighbours, the Soutb-^aro- 
liniansy it might have been effected. The 
C9ree$ ^ndl*usiararo Indians near Cape P^^f^J^^^^^!^^^ 
made a terrible Infurre&ion, fell upon the Colony, 
the Inhabitants of Rm^que^ killed 137 of * 
them I moft of the Palatines^ with a Swfs 
Baron, peri(h/ed in the Maflacre. The In^ 
dians carried their Plot on with great 
Cunning and Secrefie, and put it thus in 
Execution, in a few Hours, in many Pla- 
ces* The Indians did not meet in one 
Body 5 but in fmall Parties, of live or fix 
Men, waited as Friends, on thofc whom they 
purpofed to deftroy ; and killed them with 
fuch Weapons as they found in their 
Houfes^ OP near hand. The Soutb-Caro-' 
liniam in this Diftrefs of theirs, advanced 
4000/. and ient Colonel Barnwell with 
600 Whites, and 600 Indians to their 
Afiiftance \ after a difficult March he met 
the Indians^ killed above 300, took 100 
Prifoners, furrounded the reft, being about 
600 in a Fort, and forced them to fue for 

Peace } which he granted, as not having 

Pro- 
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Provifioris for his own Men> if the Indians 
ihould have held out ; the other ftragling 
Parties of the Indians retreated into the 
Territories oi Fort AuguJiinOy and lay there 
fecure, under the Spaniards Proteftion. 

M R« Urmjione^ no doubt, could not avoid 

bearing a Share in this general Calamity^ 

however, he continued fome Years an 

itinerant Miiiionary . He travelled as foon 

as the Heat of the Summer was over, 

through the whole Government loo Miles 

Southward^ beyond Neuze River, 60 Miles 

Wejiward towards Virginiay and as far 

Nortb^EdJt. He baptized in one half 
Year 279, 12 whereof were grown Perfons; 

and had it not bepn for the Negledk of 

the Parents, and Want of convenient Paf- 

fage both by Land and Water, a great 

, many more might have been baptized. 

Mr. Rainsford alfo continued fome Time 

preaching on the JFeJi Shore, and by his 

Labours kept alive, among a wild and 

fcattered People, fome Senfe of Religion ; 

but at length was quite fatigued with the 

Hardfhips of the Mii!ion, and quitted it. 

Mr. Urmfione continued longer, but was in 

Returns to fome Years wore out with the many Dif- 

^ ^^ ' iiculties and Diilrefies he met with, and 

returned to £«rg[/<i»^. 
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Colonel Eden^ then Governor of the 
Country, wrote a very prefling Letter to 
the Society in behalf of the People : Some 
Time after, the Society appointed the 
Reverend Mr. Newnam Miflionary ; he 
arrived in North-Carolina in 1722, and Ur.Neanam 
tranfmitted to the Society an Account of j^S^'^^* 
his Labours and Succefs in his Miffion. 
The Summary of which is as follows: 
** After a long and fatiguing Voyage of 
*• above four Months, from December the 
" ijiy to April th& lotb, my felf and little 
" Family arrived at Carolina. The laic 
" Governor Eden being dead, I waited 
" upon the Prefident, a worthy Gentle- 
^* man, delivered him my Credentials, 
" with which he declared himfelf fatis- 
" fied, and received me with great Kind* 
** nefs and Refpedt. I hope I fhall do a 
** great deal of Good : The Veftry have 
" laid out my Journies where I am to 
" officiate. The firft Sunday I gp by 
** Water, and fome few Miles by Land, 
'* and preach at Efquire Duckingfeild*% 
^* Houfe, (which is large enough to hold 
<* a good Congregation) till fiich Time as 
" they build a Church, which is hereafter 
** to be called Society Church j and in 
•* order to it, they arc now making a Col- 

" Icftion 
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*' lc<aion thro* the whole Parifli. The 
fecoild Sunday I take a Journey up to 
a Place called Maharim^ about 40 Miles 
" off, where there are abundance of In- 
•• habitants, who arc alfo making aCol- 
" leftion to build a Church forthwith- 
" 'the third Sunday I perform Divine 
'* Service at Efquire Ducking feilis. The 
fourth Sunday I go up to a Place Called 
Wicacon^ about 30 Miles Journey. The 
** fifth Sunday I crofs the Sound to go to 
** Eden Town, where the Veftry have alfo 
^* propofed to build a Church very foon. 
The fixth Sunday I go up to a Chapel 
on the South Shore, about 12 Miles by 
Water ; and the feventh Sunday begin 
the fatme Courfe again. But once every 
Quarter I go up to a Place called Re^ 
noque^ 80 Miles Journey j and the five 
laft Sundays of the Year, the Veftry 
allow 1 may go rtiy Rounds, and vifit 
the remote Parts of the Country, where 
'* fome Inhabitants live, i£o Miles off; 
People who will fcarce ever have the 
Opportunity of hearing me, of of hav- 
" ing thcttr Children baptized, tinlefs f 
go among them. The Country i^ in ge- 
neral very well pleafed with my coljiing 
^ among them, but the People are for 
^' the moft part poOf and vcfy ignorant. 

« I 
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•* I have baptized 120 Boys and 91 Girls^ 
" five Perfons above 20 Years of Age, and 
" tMTo married Women, this laft Year. 

Upon bare reading of this Letter, the 
Reader will immediately reflet, that he 
muft take indefatigable Pains in perform- 
ing fo much difficult Ehity. However, he 
perfevered with great Refolution: Some 
Time afterwards other Accounts came to 
the Society, that fince his kft Letter, he 
had preached conftantly, had baptized 
269 Children, one W9man, and three Men, 
who gave a very good Account of their 
Faith ; and two Negroes^ who could fay the 
Creed, Lord's Prayer, and Ten Conmiand- 
ments, and had good Sureties for their farther 
Information ; and that he deiigned fhortly 
10 go to Bath County, where he was greatly 
wanted, being inforff>ed there were at leall 
300 Children, whofe Parents defired hiscom-* 
ing among them, to have them baptized. 

BiTT having contracted frequent and 
fevere lUnefTes by conftant travelling, he 
died in the Year 1723, very much tb the 
Lofe of all this People, 

5^. In tlie Year 1725, Sir Richard E'otrett^ 
going then over Governor, the Reverend 

Mr. 
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Mn Blacknal applied to be fent Miilio* 
naryj and was employed by the Society, 
but they have had no Accounts of his Pro- 
grefs, and it is believed he hath left that 
Country ; fo that this whole People, being 
now above loooo Souls, are without any 
Min ifter. What G overnor Eden remarked to 
the Society in Favour of this Colony, deferves 
to be taken Notice of here : *' Tho' the State 
of this Government hath been for many 
Years very unfettled, chiefly fo by reafon 
of inteftine Feuds i yet the People have 
* * declared themfelves fincere Members of 
the Church of England^ by the Ad: of Af- 
fcmbly pafledin 17 15, for eftablifhing the 
Church, and appointing feleft Veftries ; 
" the Preamble to which is as follows/! T*bis 
Province ^North-Carolina, 6eing a Mem- 
ber of the Kingdom of Great Britain ; and 
the Church of England being appointed by 
the Charter from the Crown^ to be the only 
EJiabliJhed Churchy to have publick En-- 
couragement in it : We therefore to exprefs 
our Gratitude to the Right Honourable the 
Society for Promoting the Chrijiian Religion 
in Foreign PartSy and. our Zeal for pro^ 
moting our holy Religion^ by making fucb 
Provifion for Building Churches and Chapels^ 
and maintaining of the Clergy^ as the Cir- 
cumfances of this Government ivill admits 

&c. 
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&c. And by this Ad, they divide the 
whole Country into 9 Pariflies, name Ve- 
ftries, and fettle Salaries for the Minifters 
of each Parifli, not exceeding 50/. and 
provided, the whole Parifli Charges do not 
exceed five Shillings per pole, on all taxable 
Pcrfons. 

This fpeaks at leaft the good Difpo- 
fition of the People, tho' the jo/. fettled 
by the Aift, would amount to a very fmall 
Sum in Sterlmg Money. There are not 
above one or two Churches yet built in 
this Governments however, the Society 
have at feveral Times by their Miffiona- 
ries difperfed here above 300 Volumes of 
bound Books, befides about 100/. Worth of 
fmall Trafts of Devotion and Inftrudion. 
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CHAP. VI. 

Penfylvania fettled at firfi hy Swedes and 
Dutch i a <oery cmfiderahk Number of 
Quakers go o^er from England tbitber^ 
Tbe Reverend Mr. Evans fent to Phila- 
delphia, hy^ijhop Compton. A ^ety 
large Congregation at Philadelphia. Se-^ 
^eral Mijfionaries fent to Penfylvania* 
T^eir Labours and Succefs. Fifteen 
Churches built in this Colony by n)oluntarj 
Contributions. No Salaries fettled on 
the Minlflersy but the people contribute 
liber oily toward their Support. 

I. 'yff^Enfylvaniay with the three lower 
Counties, extends in length near 
300 Miles, and in breadth above 
200, water'd with that noble Stream the 
Delaware^ navigable 300 Miles at leaft, 
in fmall Veffels. It was fettled by People 
of feveral European Nations, by Swedes and 
fome Dutch firft, afterwards by the Englip 
grfroK? a^d French. The firft Englifi Settlers here 
/^^hither. yfj^x^ Quaker Sy above 2000 of which, went 

over from England at once, with Mr 
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Pen the Proprietary ; but fince that time, 
great Numbers of Perfons of other Prin- 
ciples in Religion, have fettled themfelves 
there ; not to avoid any Violence at home, 
but to improve their Fortunes in thofe 
Parts. The Englijh were much the moft 
numerous Inhabitants, and ^akerifm the 
prevailing Opinion. Mr. George Keitb^ 
who reiided here, fays, according to the 
beft Computation he could make, above 
1500 Men and Women fakers ^ uled to 
come to their yearly Meetings, at PbiladeU 
phia^ from the adjoining Country, and from 
Eajl and Wejl Jerfies^ in the Year 1689. 

But foon after, in the Year 1691, there 
arofe a Breach between a Party of ^tf- 
kers who joined with Mr. Keitb^ in oppp- 
fing fome of their Errors, (efpecially their 
Notion of the Sufficiency of the Light 
within every Man to Salvation, without 
any thing elfe,) and another Party that 
joined with Mr. Thomas Lkyd^ then De- 
puty Governor of the Country, and a 
^rcat Preacher among the Quakers. Upoa 
this Breach, all the Meetings in thefe Pro^ "* 
vince? were broken, and each Party fat up 
feparate Meetings,, upon Account of fuch 
dMFerent Principles in Religion, and efpe- 
^iaUy with regard to that Notion, of the 

L 2 Suf- 
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Sufficiency of the Light within every 
Man. One Party, called the Keithian fa- 
kers, judged this a tacit Rejedion of the 
written Word of God, and of the Sacra- 
ments, and tending, at leaft, to fet up 
Deifm. They divided therefore from the 
Foxian fakers, and in the Year 1694, 
ADivifion a-there were 15 Meetings of thefe feparatift 
The V^"^^^^"'*'^ in Penfyhania and the Jerfes. 

The Swedes and Dutch fettled in this 
Province, had fome Minifters among them, 
but the Englijh had none, till the Year 
1700 } when the Reverend Mr, Evan% was 
%^J^\x fcn^ over to Philadelphia by Bifliop Com- 
tbiladelpbu. pton. But after the Church of England 
Service began to be performed, a very nu- 
merous Congregation attended the Publicfc 
Worfliip, confifting chiefly of great N\im- 
bers of Perfons, who a few Years before, 
had feparated from the Foxian ^akers^ 
and now joined entirely with the Church 
of England Members. They increafed fo 
faft, that in two Year's Time, there were 
above 500 Perfons who frequented the 
Church. They petitioned His late Majefty 
King WILLIAM^ for fome Stipend 
for their Minifter 5 and His Majefty was 

plealcd to allow 50/. Sterling, to their Mi- 
tiifter^ and 30A to a Schoolmafter at Phi^ 

la- 
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ladelplna. The People have feveral Times 
made Application for fome Salary to their 
Minifter from this Society ; but never had 
any : becaufe there were many poorer Set- 
tlements in this Country, which claimed 
the Society's Help. 

2. T H £ Reverend Mr. Evans being thus 
fupported by the Royal Bounty, and the 
liberal Contributions of his Hearers ; was 
very diligent in the Difcharge of his Duty, 
and thro' God's Blefling very fuccefsfuL 
A great Number of Perfons of various Opi- 
nions, not only in Pbiladelpbia^ the Metropolis 
of this Country, but of the adjacent Parts, 
began to fee their Errors, and embraced the 
Church of England Worfhip. The frequent 
Rcfort of People of the better Condition, 
from all the remote Parts of the Country, to 
that Capital Town, gave them an Oppor- 
tunity of hearing Mr. Evans and being in- 
formed in the Doctrines of the Church of £«- 
gland. A hearty Love and Zeal for Religion 
fpread fo wide, that there arofe foon^ feveral 
Congregations, in other Parts of the Coun* 
try i Mr. Evans was forced to divide his 
Labours among them, as often as he qoq- 
veniently could, till they might be fqrpied 
into proper Diflri£ts, and have Minifters 
fent over to them* 

L 3 H« 
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H E went frequently to Chichejler^ Chejier^ 
znd Concord^ to Montgomery znd Radnor ^ezch 
about 20 Miles diA^ntfromP biladelphia-, and 
toMaidenbead infVeft-Jerfey^ 40 Miles diftant. 
Several Con- rj^j^-g travelling was both fatiguing and expen- 
ded in diversfive, yet he frequently vifited thefe Places, 
Towns. heing determined by all means, to lofe none 
of thofe he had gained. But Montgomery 
and Radnor^ next to Pbiladelpbiay had the 
moft conliderable Share in his Labours. 

Mr. Evans ufed to preach two Evening 
Leftures at Pbiladelpbiay one Preparatory 
to the holy Sacrament, on the laft Sun- 
day of the Month 5 the other to a Society 
of young Men, who met together every 
Lord's Day, after Evening Prayer, to read 
the Scripture, and fing Pfalms > Mr. Evans 
was always prefent at thefe Meetings, 
unlefs hindred by fome publick Service, 
and ufed to read fome fcle<a Prayers out of 
the Church Liturgy, and preached upon 
Subjefts fuitable to an Audience of young 
Men. There arofe an unforefeen Advan- 
tage from thefe Lectures, for not only the 
young Men who defignedly nMt, were im- 
proved ; but a great many young Perfons, 
who dared not appear in the Day time, 
at the publick Service of the Churdi, for 

Fear 
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Fcarof difobligmg their Parents or Mafters, 
would ftand under the Church Windows at 
Night and hearken : At length, many of them 
took up a Refolution to leave the Seds they 
had followed, defired Baptifm, and became 
ftedfaft in the Communion of the Church. 
Several Accounts from Mr. Keith and Mr* 
I'albot acquaint that Mr. Evam baptized 
in Pbiladelphiay and the adjoining Parts, 
above 800 Perfons. The Weljh People 
of Radnor and Montgomery ftirred up by 
his preaching, addreffed the Bifliop of Lon* 
don for a Minifter, who underftood their 
Languages reprefenting, that a very con^ 
fiderable Number of Weljb People in thofc 
Towns, and neighbouring Parts, who had 
been bred up Members of the Church of 
Englandy were here unhappily fallen into 
Sluakerifmy for Want of a Minifter ; as being 
difpofed to follow that, rather than to have 
no Form of Religion, and who were ready 
to return back to the Church of England. 

In the Year 1707, Mx. Evans came to 
England upon private Concerns ; during his 
Abfence, the Reverend Mr. Rudman^ a 
worthy Swedijh Clergyman, who had of* 
ficiated among his Countrynten in thofe 
Parts for feveral Years, took Care of his 
Cure at Philadelphia. Mr. Evans^ remmed 
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to Pbiladelphiay and continued as before 
very diligent in his Duty. He ufed to 
preach fometimes at Hopewell in Weji- 
Jerfey^ forty Miles diftant from Pbila" 
delpbiay where the People were exceedmg 
defirous of having the Church of England 
Worlhip fettled 5 and only upon Hopes 
of obtaining a Miffionary from the So- 
ciety, had with confiderable Expence, built 
a Church. He vifited alfo Apoqiiinomy% 
65 Miles diftant from Philadelphia \ and 
a new Settlement called Parkeomen^ fitu- 
ate on the River Schoolkill ; he baptized 
many Perfons here, particularly a whole 
Family of fakers ^ to the Number of 15. 
He afterwards returned to England upon 
Account of fome Family Concerns. 

Mr.Ertf»irc- '^ ^^^ ^^^ 17^6, Mr. Evans refolved 
turns again to to go oncc morc abroad^ and the Cure of 

dS: ^^^'^' Oxford and Radnor^ Weljh Settlements, be- 
ing then vacant, the Society appointed him 
Miffionary there. He undertook that Cure 
for two Years, and difcharged it with 
Diligence, to the great Advantage of the 
People, and much to his own Credit. He 
was afterwards invited to Mary land, to a 
Parifh there, but foon after died 5 with 
this general CharaSer, that he had be- 
haved himfelf as a faithful Miffionary, and 

had 
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had proved a great Inftrument towards 
fettling Religion and the Church of £/2« 
gland in thofe wild Countries. . 

3. T H E People of CbeJkerConnty (hewed 
a very early Zeal to have the Church of Sj^J^Su 
England Worfliip fettled among them.^««*^ 
This County is fo called^ becaufe moft of 
the firft Inhabitants of it came from Chejhire 
in England. Chejiery the Chief Town of the 
County, is finely fituate on the River De^ 
lawarCy at that Place, three Miles over 5 
the Road for (hipping here is very com- 
modious and fafe, and fo large, that a 
Royal Navy might ride there. The Peo- 
pie here were ftirred up by. Mr. Evans's 
Preaching, to engage in building a Church. 
They eredted a very good Brick Fabrick, 
one of the neateft on the Continent, and 
compleated it in July 1702, at the folc 
Expence of private Subicriptions of the 
Church Members; it was opened on St. 
PauPs Day, and therefore called St. PauPs^ 
and Mr. George Keith preached the firft 
Sermon in it. The Society appointed the 
Reverend Mr. iV/Vi&^//r Miffionary in 1703, 
he acquainted the Society in J 704, that 
he found the People very well inclined to 
the Church of England^ and recommended 
them earneftly to the Society's Care^ on 

Ac- 
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Account of their good Difpoiition, thp' they 
had not any fixed Minifter, till now. The 
People ^ made a Subfcription of 60/. a 
Year towards Mr. NicboIIs*s Support, and 
became very regular and conftant at Di- 
vme Worftiip. Mr. Nicbolls faid, he did 
not want a confiderable Congregation at 
his firft Arrival, notwithftanding his being 
feated in the midft of ^akersy and afcribes 
this Advantage to the induftrious preach- 
ing, of the Society's itinerant Miffionaries, 
the Reverend Mr. Keitb and Mr. l^alboty 
who had prepared the People very much, 
by their Labours. 

Mr- JaJ^erTeates and Mr. James San- 
delandsy two worthy Gentlemen of this 
Place, deferve particular mention here; 
they were the principal Promoters of the 
building this Church ; Mr. Thomas Powell 
gave alfo a valuable Piece of Ground for 
the Minifter's Garden, the Pariihioncrs 
contributed the reft 3 and as foon as the 
Outfide was complcated, the Infide was 
beautified, rKK^ly at the Expence of thofe 
who frequented it ; and adorned with decent 
Furniture, a handfome Pulpit and Pews. 
Mr. Nicbolls continued here with good 
Succefs in his Labours, till about 1708, at 
which Time, he removed to Maryland. 

The 
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The Rarerend Mn Rofs came from Niw-^ 
cajili^ and officiated here upon the People's 
Defire. He was very induftrious in his 
Miniftry, and acceptable to the People. 
He moved the Society to lend fome good 
Books here> to prevent the Peoples con- 
tinuing in unfettled Notions of Religion ; 
and faidy he was much concerned^ to ob- 
ferve in his Travels up and down the 
County, that there were Variety of Books 
lent and placed in almofl: every Quaker Fa** 
mily, efpecially Barclay*s Apology, to for- 
tifie the People in their Errors, and fumifh 
them with Arguments againft the Faith; 
whereas in the Houfes of the Church Peo- 
ple, few or no Books were to be feen. 
Upon which the Society have iince fent 
Quantities of Bibles, Conunon-Prayers, sad 
Devotional Trads, to be difper&d among 
the People. However, the Society did not 
continue Mr. Rofs at Cbefiety tho' he be- 
haved himfelf entirely to their SatisfiuCtiony 
but direded him to remove to NewcafiU, 
where he was firft appointed ; and fent to 
Cbefier^ the Reverend Mr. Humphreys their Ti^gngyg^^ 
Miffionary. He ufed gi^at Diligence in Mr. Hum- 
the lerving all Parts of his Cure, and gain'd^^oJ|^\^ 
the Love and Efleem of his Parifliioners. ^^c/^^''- 
There -were at that Time but very few 
Miffionaries in that Province, and feeing 

obliged 
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obliged to divide themfdves among i i or 
12 Congregations^ they had more than 
Employ fufiicient. The Church at Cbe^ 
fier continued in a flourifhing Condition 
during Mr. Humpbreys^s Refidence. He 
ufed to preach once a Month at Cbichejier^ 
a Town of Note, where the People had 
built a convenient Chapel, upon his Per- 
fuafion and Promife to attend them once 
a Month* It is diflant four Miles from 
Cbefter^ and there is a Legacy left by Mr. 
Jeremiab CoUett to theMinifter oi Chejier^ 
to preach four Times a Year there. This 
Chapel is very convenient for Aged People, 
Youth, and Servants, (who cannot go fo far as 
to Cbefiery) to come to hear Divine Service. 
Mr. Humpbreys had a Congregation, ge^ 
nerally, of about 150 People. He ufed 
alfo once a Month to vifit the fmali neigh- 
bouring Town, Concordj where he had a 
good Number of People for his Hearers ; 
who have fince, for the more decent per- 
forming Divine Worfliip, built a little^ 
Church. Mr. Humphreys continued very 
diligent in the Care of thefe three Places ; 
but by reafon of the Fatigue of vifiting 
feveral Congregations, contradled many In- 
difpoiitions and fevere SicknefTes, which 
engaged him in heavier Expenc^s, than 
the Society's Salary and the Peoples Con- 
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tributions would fupport j He was invited 
to Maryland by Tome Friends, where he 
could have a better Provifion, which hc^^^^,,,^^^ 
accepted j not only with the Society's lAtrfUmi. 
Leave, but alf o with an Allowance of a 
Gratuity of 30/. beyond his Salary ; on 
Account of the Hardlhips he ftrffered in 
his Miflion, and of his good Behaviour 
during his being employed. Thefe three 
Churches are now without a Minifter, but 
the Society have agreed to fend them a 
Miflionary as foon as conveniently may 

be. 

4. Oxford zxARadmr^ two ^e^ Settle- 
ments, were firft vifited by Mr. Evam (romj^^jj^ 
Pbiladelpbiay and the People having been**-***- >>«fl<* 
Members of the Church of England, when "" ** 
they were tranfplanted from PTaies hither, 
were defirous of having that Form of Wor- 
fliip fixed among them again. By his oc- 
cafional Sermons, and the Vifits of other 
Clergymen, theJPeople of Oxford were 
encouraged to build a neat and convenient 
Church. The Congregation confifled 
chiefly of the younger People, and the 
whole Town compofed about 2 o Families ; 
they not only built a Church, but fub- 
fcribed alfo 20/. a Year to their Minifter, 
in Money and Country Produce. The 

Peo- 
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ThcRcverend^^fP^ ^^ ^'''^'^^'' ^^^^ petitioned for a 
Mr. ciu^ fent Miniftcr : and the Society appointed the 
£So^rR<^v^^^^d Mr. Clui Miffionary to Oxford 
and Radnor^ two Towns, being about 20 
Miles diftant from each other. He arrived 
there in 17 14. The Inhabitants of both 
Towns received him with great Kindnefs, 
as being well known to them before ; du- 
ring his being Schoolmafter at Philadelphia : 
The People at Radnor y efpecially, were very 
thankful to the Society for having been 
pleafed to confider their Wants, and re- 
newed their Promife of giving him thcif 
befi Affiftance, and prefently after his Ar- 
rival/ heartily engaged to build a handfome 
Stone Church, which they have fince per- 
fornied. Mr. Club was very earneft in all 
Parts of his Minifterial Office, and very 
fuccefsful in his Labours, and happy in 
engaging the Love and Efteem of all 
his People. But the Cure of thefe two 
Churches engaged him in great Fatigue, 

Is very dili- ^^^ ^"^^^ ^^ ^^^^^^^ ^^ ^^ ''^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

gnt in his the Places, but becaufe of the Extremity 
of the Weather, whether hot or cold* 
Mr. Club contrafted fo many Indifpoiitions 
by his Labours, as put an End to his Life, 
in 1715. The People were fo fenfible of 
the Difficulties he underwent, that after 
his Death, the Church-Wardens of the 
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Parifh wrote thus to the Society : " Mr. 

" Clui our late Minifter was the firft that 

" undertook the Cure of Oxford and RaJ^ 
nory and he payed dear for it j for the 
great Fatigue of riding between the two 
Churches, in fuch difmal Ways and 
Weather as we generally have for four 
Months in the Winter, foon put a Pe- 

** riod to his Life. 

Both Towns wrote again to the So- 
ciety, requefting another Miflionary, the 
Society wrote a Letter, exhorting them to 
confider on fome proper means among 
themfelves for making fufficient Allowance 
for a Minifter to refide conftantly among 
them. In Anfwer to this they ailured the 
Society, " They were , heartily d ifpofed to 
" do their beft \ but at prefent their Cir- 
" cumftances would not do great Things. 
They were at prefent but poor Settlers, 
who had newly ieuled Land backwards 
in the Wildernefs, and had not yet fo 
^^ much as their own Habitations free 
" from Debts ; that indeed they had built 
'^ Churches, in Hopes of havii^ Minifters 
*• from the Society; and had thereby fo 
^* much incumbrc^ themfelves, that it 
" would be fonxe Years, in all Probability, 
^ before they could clear that Debt. 

The 
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TheRevercnd T H E Society wcre dcfirous/ this good 
^tJq^r^^^^^ of the People fliould not be 

vA Radnor, difappointcdj and in 171 8, appointed ^^the 

Reverend Mr. Wayman their Miflionary at 
Oxford and Radnor. Heentred upon his 
Miniftry among them with Diligence, and 
the People continued their Zeal for the 
Church Service. The Inhabitants of Oat- 
ford purchafed a Houfe, Orchard, and 63 
Acres of Land, for the Ufe and Habitation 
of the Minifter ; and the People of Rad^ 
nor have obliged themfelves to contribute 
40/. Proclamation Money ^ of that Country, 
yearly, tovrards the Support of a Minifter 
to preach to them in Welp^ their native 
Language 5 becaufe many of them do not 
underftand Englijh. Several Accounts have 
been fent the Society, That Mr. fFayman 
is very careful in all Parts of his Duty j 
and that he extends his Labours to feveral 
other Places, on the Week-days, when he 
can be fpared from his own immediate 
' Charge ; particularly that he hath often 
travelled to Conefiego, about 40 Miles be- 
yond Radnor^ and baptized there and dfC'- 
v»hcre above 70 Children in one Year. 
Mr. Wayman hath acquainted the Society, 
that the Members of the Church increafc 
continually; that there is a Congregation 
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at Whitemarjh^ about lo Miles diftant 

from Oxfordy who are very defirous of 

a Minifter, and have for the decent per-j^ diligent in 

formance of Divine Worftiip, eredted a^^JsDuty, the 

goodly Stone Building. Mr. Way man con-creafes. "^ 

tinues in this Miflion, vsrith good Succefs. 

5. T H E Inhabitants of Apoquiminy v^ereThc People 
to zealous as to build a convenient Church °^'^^''^?^'^'' 

^ny build 4 

about the Year 1705, long before they had Church, 
any fettled Minifter. They ufed to be 
fometimes vifited by the Reverend Mr. 
Sewell from Maryland^ and by Mr. Craw^ 
ford the Society's Miffionary in Dover 
Hundred. They applied to the Society 
for a Miffionary, and the Reverend Mr. TheReverend 
Jenkins was appointed to that Place ; uppn ^^- 7^»^^w 
his Arrival, he found the People much ^^^ 
fcattered in their Settlements, and New^ 
cajile Town, which was then vacant, be- 
ing fettled clofer and more commodious, 
he officiated there for fome Time at firft ; 
but foon after, by Diredions from the So- 
ciety, returned to his own Cure of ^^- 
quiminy. However, during his Stay ai; 
Newcajiky he was not negleftful of his 
Duty. At his Return to Jpoqui?mnyy in 
1708. he foon drew together a large Con- 
gregation of about 200 Perfons, who were, 

M for 
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for the moft Part, very conflant Hearers. 
He had 1 3 Communicants the firft Time 
he adminiftred the Lord's-Supper. He 
wrote to the Society, " That the People 
** grew fo earneft in Religion, that above 
*' 20 Perfons had difcourfed with him, in 
" order for their due Inftrudion, and were 
" preparing themfelves againft the next Ad- 
« miniftration of the Lord's-Supper; and 
*• alfo, that a great many grown Perfons 
*' were preparing to receive holy Baptifm, 
** and that he hoped foon to be able to fend 
" over a joyful Account of his farther 
** Succefs in his Labours." But five Months 

after, he died; and was exceedingly re- 
Hedies foon ^^^^^^^ ^^ ^^^^ ^^^ ^gj-g acquainted with 

his Merit, and efpecially by his Parifhio- 
ners. The Veftry of his Parifti wrote thus 
concerning him to the Society, " He 
** died to our unfpeakable Grief and Lofs; 
« and we muft do that Juftice to his Me- 
** mory, as to aflure the Honourable So- 
*' ciety, that he behaved himfelf in all 
« Refpe£ts,both as to his Dodrine and. Life, 
« as became the facred Charafter he bore j 
*« and G o D did fo blefs his Labours here, 
*« that before he died, he faw our Church 
" in a flouriftiing Condition." They con- 
clude their Letter, praying the Society to 
fend them an other Miflionary. 
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The Society did not fend a Miffionary 
thither for a confiderable Time, on Account 
of being engaged to fupport other Miffions, 
to the Extent of their Fund : However, 
the People were not quite deftitute, they 
were occafionally vifited by the Reverend 
Mr. Byork^ a Swedijh Minifter, who came 
from Cbrijiina Creek on Delaware River, 
to perform Divine Service once a Month, i ^ ^ 
Thwcy were vifited alfo by the Reverend 
Mr. Cluby but oftner by Mr. Rofs from 
Newcajlle^ and by fome other Miffionaries. 
But the Clergy there, in the Year 17 15, with 
much Earneftnefs reprefented to the So- The acrgr 
ciety, that the State of feveral Places w^it of Mif- 
in that Province was deplorable. Many ^^^'^^^'^ 
Churches, which were once filled with 
confiderable Numbers of Communicants, 
whofe early Zeal had led them, tho' poor, 
to ereft thofe decent Structures for the 
Service of God, and at fome of them to 
build commodious Houfes for the Recep- 
tion of their Minifters ; were, thro' a long 
Vacancy, by the Death or Removal of the 
Miflionaries, quite defolate; and great 
Opportunities were given, for the fincere 
Members of the Church, to be feduced to 
Errors 5 efpecially the People of Apoqui^ 
miny^ and of all Bucks^ Kent, and Sujfex 
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Counties. They affured they had done 
the utmoft they could, in their Cir- 
cumftances, to keep thofe Congregations 
together; by dividing the Care of them 
among themfelves, and vifiting them fomc- 
times on Week-days, and baptizing their 
Children, and inftrufting their Youth > but 
the great Diftance from their fixed Cures, 
rendered the Service out of meafure difficult. 

The Society, moved with this Repre- 
fentation, fent the Reverend Mr. Merry 
Miffionary to Apoquiminy j but upon Ac- 
count of fome Difficulties in the Miffion, 
he did not fettle there, but after a ftiort 
Stay in thofe Parts, returned to England, 
The Reverend Mr. Campbell was after- 
wards fent Miffionary, but he is gone 
from this Miffion to Broekbaven.^ And the 
Society have, this laft Year, appointed the 
Reverend Mr. Hacket Miffionary hither, and 
conceive good Hopes, from the veiy ample 
S'^I^'^Teftimonials he brought them of his good 
^m!^?l Behaviour, that he will anfwer the Intent 
^''"^^' of his Miffion. 

6. Ne-wcaftle, the Capital of the County 
of that Name, is finely feated, ftandmg 
high, upon the D^/tfWtfre } this County w 

the uppcrmoft of the three lower, New^ 
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caftle^ Kent^ and Sujfex^ which run 120 
Miles along the Coaft, and are about 30 
Miles deep towards Maryland. Thefe 
Counties comprehend all the Marfbes on 
the great Bay of the Delaware^ as com- 
modious and fertile as any in the World. 
The Town was firft built and inhabited 
by the Dutch'^ and called Amfiel^ from that 
River which gives a Name to Amfierdam 
jip Holland. It is a large Place, contain- jp 
ing above 2500 Souls. The Reverend 
Mr. George Rofs was appointed Miifionary 7^*^!??4 
hither by the Society, m the Year 1705 j HeMiffionaiy t» 
was received with great Kindnefs by the It^J^^^^* 
habitants, and had a very regular Congre- 
gation ; not only the People of the Towni 
but a coniiderable Number of the Country 
Peoples tho' they lived a good Way off 
the Town, fome above 12 Miles, yet they 
feldom miffed coming to Church, when 
there was no Sermon in the Country. The 
Congregation hath continued ftill incrca^ 
ling through Mr. Rofs's arduous Care j 
he extended his Labours farther, to the 
Churches at Apoquiminy^ and at WbiUclay 
Creek ; the latter, indeed, is reckoned as a 
Chapel of Eafe to his own Church, the 
other a diilinA Cure. When Apoquiminy 
had no Miffionary, he ufed to preach on 
two Sundays at Newcqftle^ once a Month at 
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jipoquiminy^ and pncc at fFbitecIay 'Creek. 
This truly was very painful Service, but 
he performed it with a willing Mind and 
good Succefs. Sometimes, however, he did 
reprefent to the Society, that the People 
at Newcajiley feemed to lay Claim to all 
his Service, and to take it fomewhat amifs 
Is very dUi- when he was employed abroad on Sun- 
gcnt in his ^j^yg . ^^^^ adds, I would not willingly dif^ 

oblige theniy nor yet fee^ if I could help if, 
the Church at Apoquiminy, 'ji^hich is as 
frequent as that at Newcaftle, quite de^ 
Jiitute and forfaken. Indeed, the People at 
Neivcajile have, from the Beginning, {hew- 
ed a due Regard to their worthy Minifter, 
and fubfcribed voluntarily to him, about 
48 Pounds per Annum y and fome other Be- 
nefadions have been made to the Church. 
Particularly, Mr. Richard Halliwelty a 
Gentleman of Piety and Honour, made a 
Bequeft as follows : Item, I give and be^ 
gueath unto Emanuel Churchy Jianding upon 
the Greeny in the Town of Newcaftle, the 
Sum of 60 Poundsy it being due to mey over 
and above my Subfcriptiony towards build- 
ing thereof Item, / alfo give and bequeath 
all my Marjh and Plantationy ftuate near 
the broad Dyke of the Town of Burlington, 
containing and laid out for 67 uteres of 
Land and Marjh^ together with all the 
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Hcufes and Orcbardsy and other Improve^ 
mentSy to the proper Ufe and Behoof of tbe^ 
Miniftery that from "Time to I'ime Jhall 
ferve the faid Emanuel Church for ever. 
This fo fignal a Bcncfadion, by a Gentle- 
man who had in his Life Time, fo genc- 
roufly contributed towards building this 
Church, deferves a grateful Record in thefe 
Papers. St. James % Church at Whiteclay 
Creek, is the other Branch of Mr. JR^*s 

Cure. The Frame of this Church "^^^J^^^tu- 
izifcd in Decemi^r 1716, fituate about ior/«j Creek. 
or 1 1 Miles from the Town of Newcaftle. 
It is made of Wood, in length 32 Feet, in 
breadth 22, and ftands upon a rifing Ground 
not far from that Creek, whence the Hun^ 
dred where the Church ftands, borrows its 
Name : It is as fair an Oratory as any 
not built of Brick, in that Government; 
but the Rife of this Church may more pe-» 
culiarly be afcribed to a worthy Gentle- 
man, Mr. James RobinfoHy who lived there, 
and took great Pains to promote the Build* 
ing, contributed himfelf very handfomely, 
and afterwards endowed it with ten Acres 
of Glebe Land for ever. Mr. Rofs hath 
continued in this Miilion until the prefenc 
Time, irreprovable in his Condu<^, and very 
diligent in his Labours ; 'which he hath not 
only employed in his own Parifh, but in 

M 4 feveral 
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fevcral other Places eccafionally, and very 
much to the Satisfadtion of the People where 
he officiated. He hath been particularly 
Serviceable in viliting the Congregations in 
the two lower Counties of Kent and SuJfeXy 
when they had no refident Minifters. A 
little lower I fliall give fome Account of 
his Labours in thofe Places. 



N 



7. The two lower Counties of PenJyU 
vania^ Kent and SufeXy had very early 

TheRevcrcnd^^^^ taken of them by the Society. The 
Mr. Craw/or J Country is very fruitful, but not fo well 
I^^'Sr planted as others. The Families are not 
fettled together in Towns, but live in fcat- 
tered Plantations. There are in thefe 
Counties many Tradts of excellent Land, 
which tempt the Inhabitants to fix in fuch 
feparate Dwellings. Dover is the Capital 
of Kent County ; but very thin of Houles, 
containing not above 40 Families. The 
People fbewed a very earneA Defire of 
having the Church of England Worfhip 
fet up among them, and the Society ap- 
pointed the Reverend Mr. Crawford to be 
Miffionary at Dover, in the Year 1704 j he 
cntred upon his Miniftry with good Suc- 
cefs, and gained from Perfons of Repute, 
the Charaflier of an ingenious and accep- 
table Man, The People began foon to be 

zea- 
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zealous to build a Church for Divine Wor- The inhaii- 
(hip, and in about three Years raifed a very buM a 
decent Fabrick. Soon after Mr. Craw^ Chmh. 
ford's coming among them> not only the 
Mafters of Families brought their Chil- 
dren to be baptized, but many grovirn 
Perfons, who once had Prejudices to the 
Church, defired and received Baptifms in 
about tvro Years time Mr. Crawford bap- 
tized above 230, young and old, in his ov^rn 
appointed Cure, befides many others in 
Places which were not within his Charge. 
He was very conilant in his Labours, ahd 
did not confine them to Dover Town, and 
the adjacent Parts, but preached up and 
down the County, which is above 50 
Miles long, at f everal Places. His ge- 
neral Audience was from 50 to near 
200 Perfons, and he ordinarily had between 
30 and 40 Communicants. The People 
at his firft coming among them were very 
ignorant; infomuch that he informs, not 
one Man in the County underftood how 
the Common-Prayer-Book was to be read ; 
and he was forced to inflru£t them privately 
at home, in ^ the Method of reading the 
Liturgy : for the more general Inftru<5tion 
of the People, he ufed to preach one Sun- 
day at the upper End of the County, an- 
pther at Dover Churchy and a third at the 

lower 
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lower End of the County. He \x{ed to 
Catcchifc the Children all the Summer 
long, before Sermon, but not in the Win- 
ter. The People improved much, became 
ferious and grave in their Behaviour at 
Church, and brought their Children very 
regularly for Baptifm j tho' a great many 
of them were fakers Children, or had 
been S^uakers themfelves. He was alfo m- 
vited by the People of 5»^« County, to 
come and preach among them, which he 
did, at Captain HiW% Houfe in Lewis 
Ur. Crmo/erjTQVfn, and at other Places^ The People 
Sfc^'o^. this County alfo, were of a religious 
Difpofition. They foon after wrote a Let- 
ter to the Bifliop of London^ defiring a 
Minifter, and promifed to allow him all 
their prefent Circumftances would permit ; 
and farther, to fhew their hearty Zeal, 
they began to build a Church, which they 
have fince finifhed, and have, by many 
other Inilances, approved themfelves a 
worthy People. Mr. Crawford acquainted 
the Society, that Bibles, Common-Prayer- 
Books, and Books of Inftru^tion and De- 
votion, were much wanted; for therfe were 
abouc 200 Perfons who attended the Pub- 
lick Worfhip, v((ho had none, and made 
Application to him for fome i beeaufe there 
were but few to be purchafed there, and 

thofe 
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iho(k <v7iiieh covld be got, were too dear 
for them to purehaft;. The Society ient 
a Quantity qF Bibles and Common-Prayers „ 
to be diftributed, but Mr. Crawford czmt England. 
to England (oon after, upon fome Family 
Affairs, and continued b^re. 

Upon this Account the People of thefe 
two large Counties continued fome Years 
without a refident Minifter. However, in 
the mean Time, they had the Advantage 
of fome Vifits from the Society's Miffio- TheRcvercnd 
naries, efpecially from the Reverend Mr. ches in Jc^^ 
jR^, as I obferved above. In yiugufi lyiy ^s^ixComtf. 

Colonel William Keitb^ the Governor, re* 
folving to vifit the lower Counties, the 
Reverend Mr. Rofs^ Miffionary at Newcafiie, 
was invited by the Governor, to accom- 
pany him. Mr. Rafs very readily embraced 
this kind Invitation ; hoping, by this Op* 
portunity, to make himfelf acquainted with 
the State of the Church there, and in fome 
Meafure, fupply its prefent Wants by his 
Miniftry. He embarqued with the Go- 
vernor and feveral other Gentlemen at 
NewcaJlUy and fct Sail for Le^is Town in 
Sufex County, which ^lies upon one of 
the Capes of the River Delawarey and in 
two Days arrived there. On the 7^ of 
Augufi he preached before the Governor 

and 
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and Juftices of the County, in the Court* 
Houfe of the County, and had a very nu- 
merous Audience of the People, who ap- 
peared very ferious, and defirous of the 
Sacraments of the Church, and he bap- 
tized that Day 30 Children which were 
brought to him. On the 9^ Day of the 
fame Month, Mr. JR^ preached again be- 
fore the Governor and other Gentlemen, 
had a large Audience of the People, and 
baptized 21 Children. On the 10^, the 
Governor left this Place, in order to go 
to Kent County. Mr. Rofs fat out before 
him to a Place of Worftiip about 16 Miles 
from Lewis Town 5 it is a fmall Building, 
ere£ked by a few well-difpofed Perfons, 
in order to meet together there to worihip 
God. Mr. J^^ preached once here, and 
baptized 25 Children, and feveral grown 
Perfons. On the Sunday following, Au- 
guft the II*, he preached to a very large 
Congregation in the upper Parts of this 
Country, where the People had erected a 
Fabrick for a Churchy which was not 
quite finifhed. Here he baptized 26 Chil- 
dren 5 fo that the whole Number of the 
Baptized in one Weeks Stay among this 
People, amounted to 102. Mr. Rofs ob- 
ferves thus to the Society: " By ^his 
** Behaviour of the People, it appears 

[[ plainlyj 
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** plainly, they are truly ' zealoue for the 
•* Church of England^ tho* they have had 
^* but few Inftrudions from fome Cler- 
X* gymen paffing thro' thcfe Parts, and 
** fome Vifits from the Reverend Mr. ^- 
** Jams in Maryland.'* As the Governor 
returned home thro' Kent County, Mr. 
JRcfs attended him, and preached before 
him and the Magiftrates, on the 14* of 
Auguji ; he had a very full Congregation, 
and baptized 13 Children, and one grown 
Perfon. In April following, Mr. Rofs re- 
folved to make a fecond Vifit by himfelf, 
to the People of Sujfex County ; he was 
fo much pleafed with his former Succefs 
among them, that he was defirous to im* 
prove farther the good Difpofition of the 
People. He went to Sujfex County i con- 
tinued there fix Days, preached on every 
one of them at different Places, and bap- 
tized above 100 Perfons, feven of whom 
were of an advanced Age. Laftly, he 
opened there a new Church which the 
poor People had built, notwithftanding foi^t^'^^jj, 
great a Difcour&gement as their having no County. 
Minifter. 

Mr. Rofs fent this Account of his La- 
bours in thefe two Counties, to the So- 
ciety, in Form of a Journal, and the Mif- 

fionaries 
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fiofnarfes of this Colciny, made t fttll Rtprc- 
fentfttion of the State of the Ch«rcli in thofe 
Parts. The Governor was firthef pleafed to 
write a Letter to the 8oei€;ty,ahd to tranfmit 
fevcral Applications niade to him by the 
e4X Go-Clergy, relating to the Church Affairs, and a 

fetetilcWant ^^Py ^^ ^^^ abovenartiedjournalof Mr. J?£/h 
of Mifliona- His Letter runs thus: " According to my 
"^' " Duty, I prefumc to lay before you, the 

" Applications of your Miflionarics, the 
" Clergy of this Province, and Neigh- 
** bourhood, to me, relating to the Church 
** here j as alfo a Copy of the Reverend 
** Mr. Oeorge Rofs's Journal of his Ser- 
" vices done in the Counties of Kent and 
Sujfex. It is great Satisfaction to me> 
that I can affure this Venerable Board, 
of the great Pains and diligent Care, 
" which the Reverend Gentlemen within 
" named, take, in all the Parts of their 
" Minifterial Fundlion ; and herein I can- 
not, but in Jijftice, particularly re- 
commend Mt Rofs's Capacity, pious 
and exemplary Life, and great Induftfy, 
to your favourable Notice and Regard. 
But I mufli obferve, that the Duty here 
daily increafes at fuch a Rate, and the 
Labourers are fo feW, that without your 
pious and immediate Care, to relieve 
and fupply this languifhing, but valu- 

" able 
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" able Branch of the Church, all out En- 
" dcavours will be to no purpofe. 

The Society were very much affefted 
with thefe Reprefentatipns of the Clergy, 
and efpecially with the Governor's Letter 5 
and refolved that a Miffionary fliould be 
fent to Sujfex County ; and foon after ap- 
pointed the Reverend Mr. Becket Miffio- 
nary at Lenvis Town. 

8. LewiSy the Capital of Sujfe>c County, 
Is a handfomc large Town, ftanding on TheRevereni 

the lovely Bank of a River, between thi^^S/fSSi! 
Town and the Sea, which makes the Har- 
bour ; about 140 Miles diftant from Pbi^ 
ladelphia. Mr. Beckett arrived here in 
172 1, and entred upon the Duties of his 
Miffion with great Diligence 5 he was 
obliged to divide his Labou^ between thre* 
Places. He refided at LewiSy but officiated 
alternately at one Place, 8 Mil^s diftant^ 
and at another, 25 Miles diftant from 
Lewis. He had a confiderable Number 
of Inhabitants attending Divine Service at 
both Places ; and in half a Yeaf after his 
Arrival, he baptized 5^5 Perfxms, nine of 
which were of a grown Age. His private 
Admonitions and Preaching had fbon a 
good Effect on many irreguW Perfons, 

and 
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and there appeared a manifeft Change in 
the Manners of the People; fome alfo 
who were addi(3:ed to feveral fenfual Vices, 
were reclaimed to a more orderly Way of 
Life. This Reforniation was f o confider- 
able, that the Gentlemen of the County 
took Notice of it, and Mr. Becket received 
upon this Account, the Thanks of the 
Magiftrates and Gentlemen in that County, 
for his great Pains and Labours. Upon 
Mr. Becket's firft coming, there was no 
Church built at Lewis j but the People pre- 
Ifcisvctydi-fently made a Subfcription, and began to 
^„J" ^^ build one with all Expedition. In the 
mean Time, Mr. Becket preached in the 
moft convenient Houfes he could have; his 
neceffary Labours were very great, for he 
was obliged to travel 70 or 80 Miles 
every Week, to difcharge the Duties of his 
Funftion, in feveral Places ; that large 
County, 50 Miles in length, and 20 ia 
breadth, being all reckoned his Parifli. 

I N the fecond Year after his Arrival, 
he continued to have the fanae good Suc- 
cefs^ and in fix Months baptized 48 Chil- 
dren, five Perfons of advanced Years, two 
Mothers of feveral Children, one White 
Servant, and two Negroe Slaves, and in 
two of the Churches he had 20 Commu- 
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nicants each Time. There were above 
140 Perfons, Mailers of Families, zealous 
Members of the Church of England^ be- 
fides many fingle Perfons, Servants^ and 
Negroes^ that conftantly attended Divine 
Service. But the Number of the native 
Indians did not exceed 120, vrho had a 
fmall Settlement on the utmoft Border of 
the Parifh, where it adjoins to Maryland i 
they were cxtreamly barbarous, and obfli* 
nately ignorant. 

The Inhabitants of Lewis raifed the 
Frame of a Church on a high Bank in the 
Center of the Town in OSlober 1720, and 
diligently carried on the Building ; in the 
mean time, the People in the Country, af- 
fifted with lome Money gathered in Town, 
began to finiih and fit up the two Churches^ 
which had been raifed at diiiant Places in 
the County. Mr. Beckett ufed much Di* 
ligence in all Parts of his Miniilerial Of« 
fice, and in the following Year i3aptized 
82, 12 of which were grown Perfons. As^ Church 
he travelled this Year, thro* Kent County^ built in Kent 
to go to a Meeting of the Society's Miffio- ^^^^' 
naries at Chichejiery he preached in that 
County to a good Body ;ef People^ who 
had built them a large Churchi but had 
noMmiuer, and on one Day baptized ai^ 

N fix ^ 
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fix of which were grown Perfons. He i^e- 
prefented to the Society, that he had a 
very numerous Congregation, aftd that there 
was great Want of a Miffionary In the 
Country i there being a confiderable Body 
of People here, who joined heartily with 
the Church of England -y and fome 
others, who had been of many religiotrs^ 
Perfuafions, and now feemed to be of none 
at alU fend therefore hid ftill more need 
of an Inftrudlor, 

Three ^ ^ ^^^ ^^^^ following, the Church at 

Churches Ijewts Was finiflicd, and Divine Service 

buOt in this - * . . it /-»i i 

County. was performed m it 5 and the two Churches 
in the Country were compleated. Mr. 
Beckett writes thus concerning the Peoples 
Zeal for Religion : " We have now three 
•* Churches in this County, yet none of 
^* them will contain the Hearers that would 
«« conftafttly attend Divine Service : The 
•* People, at a good Time of the Year, make 
•* no Account of riding 20 Miles to Church ; 
•* a Thing very common in this Part of jime^ 
" ricai which is fufficient to (hew, that our 
" People have a great Value for tne Favout 
" of the Society, and thit our Labour is hot 
«« loft, in this diftant Part of the World. 
Mr. Beckett ftUl continues in this Miffion 

with great Succefs. 
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CHAP. VIII. 

MiJJmaries fent to New- Jerfey. Several 
Congregations are gathered, l%e Mif 
fionaries Labours* TCbeTeopk become 
very zealous. Seven convenient Churches 
built, by voliatary Contributions, 

Nmjerfe,, '• ^^T-Ew-J^r/*^ was formerly rcc- 

^N^ o7k i^N ^°'^®*^ ^^^ °^ ^^"^ Belgidy or 
Govcnunent. NeW'Tork Government j but 

the Duke of Torky to whom the whole 

Country was granted by King CHARLES 

the Second, gave this Part in the Year 

1664$ to John Lord Berkeley y and Sir 

George Carteret j the Province was by 

them divided into two Countries, and 

named Eaji and JVeJi Jerjiesy and governed 

by different Governors : But in the Year 

1702, the Proprietaries furrendred their 

Rights to her late Majefty Qiieen ANNE, 

and both Countries had one Name, New 

Jerfey. The firft European Inhabitants 

jj^ere the Swedes, the Dutch from New- 

Tork 



to New-Jerfey. i8i 

Tork encroached on them, but the Englijb 
having difpoflcffcd the Dutch at iVew- 
Torky made themfelves Mafters of this 
Country alfo. This Province extends it 
felf in length on the Sea Coafts, and on 
Hudfofi^s Bay, about 120 Miles, and in the 
broadeft Part is near of the fame Extent. 

The firft Englijb Inhabitants of this 
Country, were fakers and yinabaptijis, 
and the firft Governor of Eaji New-Jer^^i'^l^l 
fey^ vras Mr. Barclay the ^aker^ famous ^^^ ft'^^^^ 
for his Writings, but not the Author of 
the Apology : For this Reafon the People 
here, ufed to repair to Pbiladelphiay the 
.principal Town of the ^akers^ at their 
Yearly Meetings. The Diviiion among 
the ^akerSy which arole at Pbil(i(lelpbia, 
concerning tbe Sufficiency of tbe Light 
within every Man to Salvation without 
any I'hing elje^ fpread alfo among this Peo* 
pie 5 and a confidcrable Number of Perfons, 
of a more fpber Underftanding, began to 
think, the written Word of G o d, and the 
inftituted means of Grace, ought to be more 
carefully attended to. In the Year 1702, 
the Reverend Mr. Keith and Mr. Talbot 
were travelling Preachers from this So- 
ciety in thofe Countries ; and as the fober 
fakers of New-^Jerfey agreed with many 

N 3 of 
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of their Brethren at Pbiladelpbia^ in op- 
poling the Enthujiaftick Foxian fakers, 
they were induced, by hearing fome Ser- 
mons from Mr. Keitb and Mr. Talbot^ to 
enquire what was the Doftrine and Dif- 
cipline of the Church of England. In a 
little Time, a confiderable Congregation 
' gathered themfelves together at Burlington^ 
refolving to receive the Church of £^- 
gland Worfliip. , 

Burlington is fituate on the River Dela^ 
ware^ is the Capital Town of that Divifion, 
called Weft-Jerfey^ containing above 200 
Families; the Place was honoured with 
the Courts being kept here, the Houfes 
were neatly built of Brick, and the Mar- 
ket well fupplied with Provifions. As 
the People had agreed to conform with 
ThePcopieofAe Church of England, their next Care 
Buriington^t' y^z^ ^q g^^^ ^ Miniftcr. They had heard 

%^En^u^'d Mr. Keith and Mr. "falbot often preach, 
Minifter. ^^^ ^|^^ j^^^^j. ^^g particularly acceptable 

to many of them. Mr. "Talbot alfo was 
defirous to employ his Labours in ihis 
Country, rather than in any other Place. 
They invited him to ftay with them, and 
fent over a Requeft to the Biftiop of Lon- 
don, and to the Society, defiring he might 
be fettkd amorlg them, which was granted. 

There 
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Thtfp were feveral Gentlemen of conii:* 

derable Intereft in this Country, who had 

been educated in the Church of England ; 

particularly Colonel Cox^ then one of Her 

Majefty's Council there, Colonel ^arry^ 

Colonel Morrisy and Mr. Jeremiah Bafs ; 

they all encouraged this Difpofition of the 

People, ?tnd Numbers fell oiF from ^ar- 
kertfm daily, 

■ 

The People began loon to fet about a Church 
building a Church. The Church of St. built here. 
Mary had its Foundation Stpne laid in the 
Year 1703, on the 25* oi March y and was 
therefore named St. Marfs. The Build- 
ing w^s carried on with that Zeal and 
Vigour, that on Whitfunday in 1704, Di- 
vine Service was performed^ and the Sa- 
crament adminiftred in it to a large Con- 
gregation. A burying Place of three Acres 
was purchafed foon after, and well fenced 
in: And the Lord Cornburyy then Go- 
vernor of this Province and New^Tork^ 
upon Application made to him by the 
Members of the Church, made them a 
Body incorporate, with all Powers and 
Privileges requifite. In the Year 1708, 
Qjjeen AN NE fent this Church, and Se- 
veral others in this Province, Commu- 
nioa-Table Cloths, Silver Chalices and 

N 4 Sal- 
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Salvers, and Pulpit Cloths. The Members 
of the Church increafed, and they began 
to think of purchafing a Glebe for their 
Minifter. Dr. Frampton^ then Bifhop pf 
Gloucefier^ dying about this Time, and 
leaving 100/. towards Propagating the 
Gofpel in America^ at the fole Direction 
of Dr. Comptony then Bifhop of London^ it 
was at the Inftance of Dame Katberine 
Bovey^ of Hackly in GlouceJierJJotre^ who 
had been a Benefaflrefs before to this 
Church, laid out in the Purchafe of a 
Bcncfaaions Convenient Houfe, and fix Acres of Land^ 
Church. adjoining to the Church at Burlington > 
and about the Year 17 10, Mr. Thomas 
Leicefter gave, by his laft Will, 250 Acres 
of Land to this Church for ever. 

Mr. 7'aliot continued in his Miffion, 
very diligent, and with much Succefs ; 
and as there were many Cong regajions of 
People in that Country, which had no Mi- 
nifters refident among them, he fpared no 
Pains in going, and performing all the 
Minifterial Offices among them. He was 
a very zealous and induftrious Man. He 
came over to England^ about the Year 
1719, and returned afterwards to New- 
Jerfey. But the Society received Advices, 
that he had fallen into an open DifafFedion 

to 
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to the prcfcnt happy Eftablifhment, and 
had neglefted to ufe the Prayers in the 
Liturgy for the King and Royal Family ; 
upon which he was immediately difcharg'd 
the Society's Miflion: He died there in 
the Year 1727- The Reverend Mr. Hor- 
wood hath been fent lately to this City ; 
and Accounts have been fent, that he makes 
a Progrefs in his Miffion. 

New-^Briftol lies oppofite to Burlington. A Churcli 
on the otht. Side the Delaware; the Fto-pj. 
pie forfook ^akerijm much about the 
fame Time as the Inhabitants of Burling^ 
ton did. A Church was foon erefted here 
thro* the Zeal of the People, efpecially 
thro' the Means of "two worthy Gentle- 
men of this Place, Mr. John Rowland^ 
and Mr. Anthony Burton^ who were chiefly 
inftrumental m this Work. They had no 
Miflionary fent to refide among them con- 
ftantly, but ufed to be vifited by the Mi- 
nifter of Burlington. The Reverend Mr. 
Talboty who was fixed at Burlington^ ufed 
frequently to crofs the Water to them, 
and preach and perform all other Mini- 
fterial Offices. Mr. I'borowgood Moor ufed 
alfo to vifit them when he was at Bur- 
lington, in Mr. ^alht's Abfence. The 
People were fenfible the Society were not 

able 
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nble CQ eftablifli Miffioqaries in every Place* 
md were therefore content to be ^0ifted 
by die Minifter of Burlington $ and the 
Society have always givea Direftions, that 
the Minifter of that Place, {hould take 
J3rf/ioI into his Care. The Church here 
is named St. jfames, as being opened near 
that Day. 

Hopewell and Maidenhead are two neieh- 
i3j0iw//bttild bowing Towns, containing a confiAerable 
aCh\udi. Number of Families. The People oi Hope- 
well fhewcd a very early Defire of having 
the Church of England Worfliip fettled 
. among them i and m the Year 1704, built 
a Church, with voluntary Contributions, 
tho' they had no Profped: dien of having 
a Minifter. The Reverend Mr, May was 
there fome fhort Time, but Mr. Talbot 
from Burlington often vifited them 5 they 
fcnt feveral Letters to the Society, defiring 
a MifOonary, but the Society could not 
then undertake a new Charge. This 
Church was for ten Years vacant j which 
wa$ a great Difappointment to the Peo- 
ple J yet they continued *11 that Time in 
tbe fi&me Mind, ^nd whenever any Mil- 
fionary, oc<;:afion*Uy going that Way, gave 
them a Sermon, they coiiftantly came to 
the Church Service^ ifowever^ m 1720, 

the 



tile Revemnd Mr* Hurrifin was appointed 
Miffionary tbere^ wkh the Care of i(^^;- 
ienbead^ Puringr Hifi^^i Cootiwance there, 
he wa« 4ili^nt in aU Parts of hi? Puty, 
and the People were well fatisfied with 
his Labours ; but he foon wrote the So- 
ciety Word, that he was not able to un- 
dergo the Fatigue, of conftantly riding be- 
tween two Places ; and in 17239 he remo* 
ved to a Church in S fatten IJland^ in New^ 
Tori Government, which the Governor of 
that Province appointed for him. 

The Inhabitants of Salem wrote a very ^ Miflionary 
earneft Letter to the Society, deHring they ^^^^ ^ *^^^- 
might have a Miffionary fettled among 
them. The Reverend Mr. Holbrook was 
fent there in the Year 1722. As foon as 
he came among them, the People, tho' 
generally poor, contributed very freely to- 
wards raifmg a neat Brick Church j they b^yaf tcr? 
made Application to the Church People 
at Pbiladelpbiay for their Afliftance, and 
received confiderable Contributions from 
them. Mr. Holbrooke foon after, acquainted 
the Society, that many of the Inhabitants 
lead a more Chriftian Life, 8 grown Per- 
fons. Men and Women, had defired and 
received Baptifm, and a confiderable Number 
of Children had been baptized. That in 

the 
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the Diicharge of all Parts of his Mini- 
Aerial Office» he had the SatisfaAion of 
finding the People ferioufly difpofed^ and 
the Numbers of the Church Members 
daily increaling. He continues now there 
with good Succefs. 

A Miffionaiy Elizabitb Town» is a very confiderable 
^b TovraT Place, exceeds any other in the Province of 
E^ft'J^fiy% both for the Largenefs of its 
Buildings, and the Number of Inhabitants, 
confifting of 300 Families. It lies 3 Miles 
within a Creek, oppofite to the /iT^-End of 
Statten-l^znA. Here the Englijh fettled firft, 
and this Place thrived the moft-The Govern- 
ment of the Province is managed here, the 
. AiTemblies are held, and the greateft Part 
of the Trade of the whole Colony car- 
ried on here. The Reverend Mr. Brook 
was fcnt Miflionary in the Year 1704; and 
by the Lord Cornhurf% Direction, then Go- 
vernor of this Province, he officiated at 
Terth Amboy fometimes. The Number of 
People in both Places, was very confider- 
able, and their Ways of Worftiip various- 
they were chiefly Independents^ but many 
not profeffing any Religion. However, by 
diligent Application, he perfuaded the better 
difpofed of all Sorts, to confider and at- 
tend more, to their f{!^iritual Concernment. 
He preached to Numbers of Independents 

und 



to New-Jetfey. 185^ 

and others ; they began foon to approve of 
the Church of England Service. The 
virifer People refolved to fettle their Re* 
ligious Affairs, in a more orderly manner. 
When Mr. Brook came firft among them, 
they had no Place fet apart for celebrating 
Divine Worlhip. Hoveever, he had Leave 
at firft, to preach in Colonel I'cwnlfs 
Houfe; that became too fmall for his 
growing Congregation, in half a Year's 
Time ; the beft Place that could be got 
was a Barn, and that they were forced to 
relinquifh in Winter. The Members of 
our Communion, were now a large Body 
of People, they refolved to build a Church; 
and accordingly on St. John the Baptift's 
Day, in the Year 1706, the Foundation of 
a Ch\j^ch was laid, whofe Name it there- A Church 
fore bears. The Church was foon after 
compleated ; it is a ftrong and well com* 
pleated Brick Building, 50 Feet long, 30 
broad, and 20 in height, very handfomely 
finifhed. 

MK.JBrook ufed exceeding Diligence in 
his Cure, and was pleafed to find the beft 
of all Sorts of People, coming over to the 
Church of England. He exerted himfelf, 
and at Times ufed to perform Divine Ser^ 
vice at feven Places, 50 Miles in extent ; 

namely* 



namely, at Elizabeth Town, Ruwmay^ 

Labours in fc- Rocky-Htlly and in a Congregation at Page*$. 
This Duty was very difficult and laborious. 
Befides preaching, he ufed to Catechife 
and expound 14 Times in . a Month, this 
obliged him to be on Horfeback, almoft 
every Day, which was expenfive, as well 
as very toilfame to him. However, this 
Diligence raifed a very zealous Spirit in 
many of the People. The Inhabitants of 
, Perth Amboy prefently fat about getting 
Materials, for building a Stone Church. 
The Inhabitants of Pifcataway repaired 
an old diffenting Meeting-houfe for pre- 
fent Ufe, and coUefted among themfelves 
tool, towards building a Stone Church 
While thefe Things were going on, Mr. 

fie dies. Brooks dies, in the Year 1707, very much 
lamented by the People then, and remem- 
bred, with much Honour, feveral Years 
after his Death, in a Letter wrote by the 
Church Members there, to the Society, 
thanking them for f<pnding another Miflio- 
nary to fucceed our worthy y and never to be 
forgotten Pajlor^ Mr. Brooks, whofe Labours 
afforded univerfal SatisfaSiion to us. 

ThcReverend The Reverend Mr. Vaugban was ap- 

fuccccdllumr pointed Miffionary there j he hath very 

luc- 
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fucccfsfuUy carried on the Work of the 
Miniftry. At firft he met with many Dif- 
ficulties and Difcouragements, which by 
his well-regulated Condud, and difcreet 
Zeal, he peaceably overcame. The main 
Body of his Congregation were but juft 
brought over from various Ways, thefe 
he kept together without much Trouble. 
He vifited the remaining Diffenters of all 
Kinds, at their Houfes, and without ufing 
any angry Difputings, engaged many to a 
Conformity. In the Year I711, he ac- 
quainted the Sfociety with the Progrefs he 

made. That he had a large Congregation ^u/iSS! 
at Elizabeth Town conftantly, And had 
30 Communicants monthly; he had bap- 
tized 80 Children, and I2 grown Perfohs, 
in the Space of two Years 5 that he kept 
conftantly a monthly Lefture at Rawway^ 
where he preached to a fmall Congrega- 
tion, and Catechifed theif Children j that 
feveral Families of the neighbouring Town 
Woodbridge^ had heteupon requefted him 
to make them a Vifit, which he gladly 
and prefcntly complied With, taking this 
to be a plain Denlonftratiofi of their good 
Difpofition to receive the Church Do- 
ftf ihes, inftead of . Various Opinions of 
^akmfm and Anabdptifm. 

Wood- 
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Pco fe of Woodbridge is a good Town, fituate oh 

Wo^^rtdge a Creek in the Soundy formed by Statten- 
C^urdu Ifland and the Jerfey^ it contained iso 
Families^ The fmall Congregation which 
embraced the Church of England Wor- 
{hip, and came to hear Mr. Vaughan^ 
made a Subfcription of loo/. and raifed a 
Timber Frame, Clapboarded. Mr. Vaughan 
ufed to officiate here once a Fortnight in 
the Afternoon. He reprefented to the 
Society the Want of large Bibles and Com- 
mon-Prayer-Books for the Churches; and 
of Bibles and Common-Prayers, Expo- 
iitions on the Catechifm, and other de-* 
votional and practical Tracks for the Peo- 
ple ; that it would be a great Charity to 
Numbers of the Inhabitants, not only on 
Account of their Ignorance of the Do- 
ctrines of Chriftianity, but alfo of their 
Poverty, and the Difficulty of getting 
Books. The Society by the firft Convey- 
ance, fent him large Bibles and Common- 
Prayer-Books for the Churches, loo Bibles 
and Common-Prayers, and five Pounds 
Worth of fmall Trafts, to be diftributed 
among the poorer People. The Society 
have been fince informed, thefe Books 
proved very ufeful in leading many mto 
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a due Knowledge of the Duties of a Chri- 
ilian Life. 

Mr. Vaughan extended alfo his Labours Mr. Vaughmt 
at Times to Ptjcataivay^ about 10 Miles ^^*^^/ 
diftant from Elizabeth Town, commo* 
dioufly fituate about 6 Miles up the River 
Raritan^ and confiding of 80 Families. 
Much the greater Number of the People 
here were very wdl difpofed, ajid attend- 
ed the Publick Worlhip at ftated Times, 
with a great deal of Devotion. But feve^ 
ral of the Inhabitants were infefted with 
the Errors of the Anabaptifts and Sabba^ 
tartans, the latter of which, did in a Sort 
Judaize in their manner of peeping Sa- 
turday, and refufed (hewing ; any Regard 
to the Lord's D^y^ by abftaining from any 
of their ordinary Callings. However, ; at 
length feveral came to hear the Prayers of 
the Church, and many young People, who 
had no inveterate Prejudices, wpre pretty 
conflant in their Attendance. As yet there 
was no Church built; but Mr. John Bur^ 
roughs, a ferious Chriftian, gave the Peo* 
pletheUfe of his Houfe, which they fre- 
quented feveral Years, to atfend Divine 
Worfhip. 

* 
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M R. Vaughan continued to difcharge th* 
Duties- of his Miffion with good Succcfs. 
The Members of the Church of" England 
wrote a Letter to the Society, in the Year 
1717, returning Thanks for the fettling 
of Mr. Vaughan among chem, expreffirig 
thcmfelves farthef thu8 : " We eftcem 
The People " our felves happy under his Paftoral 

W]l^e^Toi " ^^^^> ^^ ^*^^ * thorough Pferfuafmn 
Mr. Vaughan. " of Mind, that the Church of Christ 

is now planted anaong us in its Purity. 
Mr. Vaughan hath^ to the great Com- 
" fort atod Edification of Our Families, iii 
^^ thele dark and diftanc Regions of the 
** Wofld, prbfecuted the Duties of his 
*^ holy Calling, with the utmoft Appli- 
cation and Diligence % adorned his Cha<- 
rai^er, with an exemplary Life and Con- 
^* verfation j and fo behaved himfelf, with 
all due Prudence and Fidelity 5 (hewing 
Uncorruptnefs, Gravity, Sincerity, and 
found Speech 5 that they who are of the 
contrary Part, hate no evil Thiftg td 
fay of him." The Society received fe*- 
veral other Accoi^nts, to the famie Pt>r- 
|)ort. Mr. Vaughan contin-ues now ih thi^ 
Miffion, with the fame advantageous Cha- 
rafter. 

Perth 
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Perth Amhoy^ hath from the firft been un- 
der the Society's Care. It is faid to be a very 
{>learant^ healthy, ai^ commodious Places 
iituate at the Mouth of the River Raritan^ 
which falls into SanJybo&k Bay, able to 
contain a great Fleet of Ships, and never 
frozen. So commodious for Trade, that 
Ships in one Tide, can come up to the 
Merchant's Door. It is but a fmall Place, 
tho' honoured with the Name of a City, 
and is much exceeded by Elizabeth Towh« 
Upon the Englijh Conqueft of this Coun- 
try, the religious Affairs, Were for a long 
Time very unfettled 5' the new Comers 
being employed in ordering xhek Plan- 
tations and Trade. For faqae time no 
Congregations met for celebrating Pub- 
lick Divine Worihip, either in the Freibf^ 
terian Way, or according to the Church 
of England. However, fome Clergymen, 
occalionally pafiing through this Place, per- 
formed Divine Service, and adminiilred the _ 
Sacraments ; by this means, the fober Peo- 
ple kept fome Ren^embrance of the Church 
of England Service. At laft, fevcral of 
the Proprietaries of the Eafiem Divifion^ 
requefted Bifliop Compton to fend them a The Reve- 
Minifter. The Reverend Mr. Edward' f^,^'-^'"' 

thuck lent to 

Perthuck was fent> upon his Arrival zxAmhy. 

O 2 Perth 
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Perth Amhtrj^ the Council of the Proprie- 
taries fet apart one of the Houles, (which 
had been formerly built at the Charge oi 
the general Proprietaries) for the peculiar 
Service and Worjhip of Gody according to 
the Laws ^England. This Houfe, by a 
Number of good People, was foon pewed 
and fitted up> for the intended religious 
Ufe. Mr, Perthuck performed Divine 
Service here, and fometimes, when he at- 
tended the Governor to Burlington^ had 
the publick Town-houfe allowed him to 
preach in ; this was before the Eftablifh- 
ment of this Society. 

ThcRevercnd The firft Miffionary employed here 
Mr. ^rfliii of- by the Society, was Mr. Brooks^ mentioned 
FerttAmbvj. above. He frequently vifited this City, by 
the Lord Comburf% Direction, then Go- 
vernor of New-'Tork. In the Year 1705, 
the People grew zealous to have the 
Church Worfhip eftablifhed among them, 
and began to prepare Materials for build- 
ing a Church ; but Mr. Brooks Death hap- 
pening foon, it occafioned a Delay. The 
Society direded Mr. Vaughan to take what 
Care he could of this City, and he fre- 
quently vifited them, and was very ufeful 
and acceptable to the People. The Re-> 
verend Mr. Haliday did refide here fome 

Time, 
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Time, but he did not continue long. Mr. 
Vaugban acquainted the Society, in the 
Year 172 1, that the People of this City^ Church 
had now erected a Church, a well com-^^' l^cre- 
parted Building of Stone and Brick, on a 
Lot of Ground given for that purpofe, 
by Thomas Gordon, George Willocks^ 
and John Barclay, Efquires, who have 
transferred and conveyed their Tide to 
the Church- Wardens and Veftry of the faid 
Church i the remaining Part of this Lot, 
being two Acres of Land, is for a Parfonage^ 
houfe, for a publick School, and for a 
Houfe for the Schoolmafter, when they 
fliall be provided with a Pcrfon of fuitable 
Abilities, for that purpofe. Befides this, 
Mr. George Willocks, and Major John 
Harrifon, have given 12 Acres of Land, 
contiguous to the City, for a Glebe for an 
Epifcopal Minifter for ever. • There hath 
been alfo given to the Church, by the 
Will of a pious and charitable Gentle- 
woman, Mrs. Margaret Willocks deceased. 
Wife of Mr. John Willocks j % Houfe in 
which fhe lived, and two Acres of Land 
thereto belonging, for the Ufe of the 
Minifter there, being of the Church 
of England, for ever. This laft Gift, 

is reckoned to be worth 400/. Sterlmg 
Money. 

C>3 The 
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The Society obfervcd, with much Sa* 
TheRevcrend^^s^^^^^^> this Zcal of the People, and re- 
Mr. skinner {o\ycd now to fend a refident Miffio- 

fcnt to Perib - , ^- — ,- _^ , ** 

jffi^oy. nary to this Place. The Reverend Mr. 
Skinner was fent in the Year 172 1. He 
was received by the People with much 
Kindnefs and Civility, Accounts were 
tranfmitted to the Society, of the Favour 
the Inhabitants (hewed him, and that the 
Congregation at Amhoy increafed conii-* 
derably, and the other at Pifcataway was 
daily growing, and would in a little Time, 
in all Probability, be as numerous as any 
in thofe Parts. Soon after Mr. Skinner^s 
Arrival, the People of Pifcataway built 
themfelves a handfome Wooden Chapel. 
Both Congregations increafed every Year. 
Mr. Skinner continues now in this Million, 
with good Succefs. 

The Society have fupported alfo one 
Schoolmafter at Burlington^ from the Year 
17 12, to teach the poorer Children to read, 
write. Cypher, and the Church- Catechifm. 
Accounts and Certificates have been tranf- 
mitted to the Society, from time to time, 
of his teaching School with Diligence. The 
Sc][xoolmafter's Nanfie is Rowland Ellis. 

^ Thb 
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The People of this Country, tho' they 
havff no Law which might oblige them tosevm Chur- 
build Churches, have, neverthelefs, out o{'^ '>»'" 
their own Cbriftian Difpofition, built feven 
convenient Churches, and have, according 
to their Abilities, contributed freely to- 
wards the Support of their Miniilors t and 
the Members of the Church Communion 
increafe continually. 
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CHAR IX. 

^Jln Mpaffed in the Tear 1693^ f^ Settling 
and Maintaining a Miniftry in New- 
York Government. Churches directed to 
le built in 1698. J Church built in the 
City (f New-York. Mifftonaries fent to 
this Colony y to Weft-Chefter County^ to 
Albany, to Statten-Ifland, to Long- 
Ifland, their Labours. Schooknufiers 
y fupported here. Ten Churches built i 
Several 7)onations made to them. 

The Duteb I. T^^ "TEw-Tofk Government upon the 
ifente^o^tSi X^^ Continent, without computing 
Counoy. New-Jerjeyy and the Iflands be- 

longing to it, viz. that Tradl of Land be- 
tween New-England and New-Jerfey^ is not 
above 20 Miles broad, but extends near 
200 Miles along Hudjhn River into the 
main Land. The Dutch made the firft 
Settlements here j but in 1664, the Englijh 
reduced this Country, and moft of the 
Inhabitants fubmitted to the Crown of 
Englandy and continue^-^ in their Settle- 
ments J in a little Time great Nunabers of 

Englijb 
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Englijh came to this Country. It was foon 
found to be the moft healthy of all North 
Americay and exceeding commodious for 
Trade. The Dutch had fome Teachers, 
before the Englijh came j but the Englijh 
were taken up at firft, in fettling their 
new Plantations s and fo much divided in 
their Sentiments in Religion, that there 
was no Face of the Church of England 
here, till about the Year 1693. Colonel - 

Fletcher being then Governor of this ufed for fct- 
Province, an Ad of Aflcmbly was pafledS^J''^^ 
for Settling and Maintaining a Miniftry. fi»^^-»w<^Wor-. 

A condderable Number of the Inha- ^* 
bitants of New-Tork City, the Capi- 
tal of the whole Province, and as it is 
faid, the pleafanteft City in all America i 
were very defirous of having the Church 
of England Worfhip fettled among them. 
However, it was near four Years after 
the paffing of this Ad, before any Thing 
was done in Purfuance of it. The Choice 
of a Minifter for each Church, was, by 
the Adt, lodged in the Veftry, and the 
Choice of a Veftry in the People. . It was 
fome Time before there was a Veftry 
compofed of Men of fuch ^ Principles, as 
would choofe a Church of England Mi- T^e inhabi- 
nifter. About the Year 1607, there was fuch ^*^?^?^^^: 

' TVriCity build 

ja Veftry j their firft Endeavour was, to get a Church, 
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% Churclrbuilt : This was compaflcd fooner 
than they could hope, much lefs cxpeft. 
The Zeal of the People was fuch, they 
made fo large Contributions, that a fuf- 
ficicnt Sum was raifed, to build and finifh, 
what was then faid ta be, the fineft Church 
in Nortb'America. They now proccdcd 
to conlider of a Minifter. Mr, Vefey was 
then in the Place, but not in holy Orders i 
a Gentleman highly approved of, and be- 
loved by every one. The Governor, Co- 
lonel Fletcbery and Colonel Heatheote^ pro- 
pofed him to the Veftry, as a proper Per- 
fon to be chofen, as foon as he (hould 
be Ordained. The Veftry received this 
Mr. fv/^ Mi- Motion with uncommon Satisfaction, and 
ChSch. ^unanimoufly chofe him to that Church, 
provided he went to England to receive 
Holy Orders. He came over here, and 
was Ordained, and upon his Return to 
New-Tor k^ was indudted into this Church. 
This was the firft fetting up the Church 
Service in this Government. Some Years 
afterwards, when the Lord Cornbury was 
Governor, Orders were iffued out to the 
Magiftrates of feveral Towns, to build 
Churches, by- Virtue of an Aft paffcd in 
1698, enabling feveral Towns to build 
pub lick Houfes for the Worjhip of Gov- 

Nothing had been done in Purfuance of this 

Aft, 
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Ad, till the Lord Cornburfs Order gave 
Life to this Defign. Churches were foon 
after built in the refpeftive Towns, and 
the Expences levied on the Inhabitants by 
a publick Tax. 

Thb Members of the Church of En- 
gland began to increaie now in many 
Tovras, biit efpecially at Ntto^Thrk City. 
This was in a great meafure owing to the 
Reverend Mr. Fefey^ who, by his whole 
Condud, had gained the Efteem of People, 
of many Sorts of Perfuafions. He was 
not a Miffionary from this Society, fo that 
but few, and imperfedt Accounts of his 
Labours, have been fent hither. How- 
ever, I cannot in Juftice to him, conclude 
this Paragraph, without giving the Rea- 
der a few Lines, wrote to the Society con- 
cerning him, by a Gentleman, who him- 
felf deferved all Commendation, Cale& 
Heatbcote Efq; who, by his prudent Zeal, 
and wife Conduft, was a chief Inftrument 
in fettling the Church of Englandy in New^ 
Tork Government, in Ctmnedicut Colony, 
and in New-Jerfey: His Letter to the 
Society in 17 14, runs thus: ** Mr. Fejey ^"^"^^^ ,^ 
being fettled in our Church, hath ever charaftcr of 
fince continued with great Faithfulnefs^''^"^^^' 
" in the Difcharge of his Duty. His Life" 

« and 
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^^ and Converfation hath likewife. been 
" very regular^ and without the Icaft Stain 
^^ or Blemi(b^ as to his Morals. He is not 
only a very excellent Preacher^ but was 
always very careful never to mix in his 
Sermons, any Thing improper to be de- 
*• livered out of the Pulpit. It is the good 
" Providence of God, he is continued fo 
^^ long among us, for the thorough Settle* 
" ment of the Church in this Place. The 
** Account I have given you of Mr. Vejey^ 
is not grounded on Reports, having faid 
nothing but what I very well .know, and 
have obferved from 16 or 17 Years Ac- 
quaintance with, and Knowledge of him/* 
Mr. Vefey is now living, and Redor of that 
Church, the Chief in New^Tork. 

2. WeJi^CheJier County lies on the Sea- 
Coaft, to xh^WeJi of Hud/on Kiycr. The 
People here, were more gtntvdWy Englijb^ 
than in any County of the Governnient ; 
it contains a very great Traft of Land, and 
generally the beft of any in thofe Parts* 
There were computed to be in it, not above 
2)s?oo Souls in the Year 1702 5 but the 
Goodnefs of the Soil feemed to promife, it 
would in Time be a very populous Place. 
The whole County is 16 Miles in Length, 
containing fix fmall Towns^ fTeJi-CbeJier^ 
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EaJi-CbeJieryNeW'^Rocbely Rye^ Marmarcneck^ 
and Bedford^ befides two fmall Places, 
called lower Tankers and Philipsburg. This 
was the State of the Place in 1702. The The People of 
Inhabitants of Wefi^CheJitr, the Chief^^'f ^A'" 
Town, were the firft who defircd a Mif- Church. 
fionary in this Country. They built a 
Church in Purfuance of the Adt for build- 
ing five Churches, and 50/. a Year was 
fettled on the Minifter. The Society ap- 
pointed the Reverend Mr. Bart(yw Mif* 
fionary here, in the Year 1702. The Lord 
Cornburyy then Governor of the Province, 
fixed Mr. Bartow'^ chief Refidence at TheRevcrcnd 
Weft^Chefter j however, as there were fe- fe^t Miffioiu^ 
veral other Places which wanted his Af- T ^^^^• 
fiftance, he divided his Labours among 
them, according to the Society's Direftions. 
He often vifited Eaji-Chejiery New-Rocbel^ 
and Tankers. He had good Succefs in hi^s 
Miflion, and wrote to the Society in 1704. 
" I have been now two Years in adual Ser- 
vice of my Miflion, in this Parifh, and 
by the Blefling of G o n, have been in- 
" ftrumental in bringing many into the 
** Communion of our Church, who are 
" very conftant and devout at their At- 
" tendance on Divine Worfhip. Thofe 
** who were Enemies at my firft coming, 
" are now zealous Profeflbrs of the Or- 
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dmances of the Gofpel. The Inhabi-' 
tahts of my Parifh live fcattercd and 
much difperfed, iit^faich occaiions my 
Duty to be more difficult." Mr. Bar^ 
t^w continued very induftrious in his Mif- 
fion> and well rcfpefted by the People. 
His Cure was very large ; che Number of 
Inhabitants at Weft-Chefiery was about 
550, at Eaji-Ghejier above 400, and at 
Tankers 430. He ufed to preach at Etf^- 
Chefter^ (which was now made a diftind 
Parilh, and had built a Church) once a 
Month, where he had a large Congregation. 
The People here, were generally of the 
Preshterinn Perfuafion, till Mr. Bartow 
came among them; but in the Year 1703, 
they embraced the Church of England 
Worfhip, and received him for their Mi- 
nifter. There is no Parfonage-houfe here^ 
but there are 23^ Acres of Glebe Land, 
given for the Ufe of a Church oi England 
Minifter for ever. As often as he could, 
he vifited Tonkers ) a large Congregation, 
chiefly of Dutch People, came to hear 
him. There was no Church built here, 
fo they aflembled for Divine Wodhip, at 
a Houfc of Mr. Jofeph BebitSy and fome- 
He is diligent times in a Barn, when empty. Mr. Bar^ 
inhisMflion.^^^ Continued very diligent in the Dif- 

charge of all the Duties of his Miniftcrial 

Office, 
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Office, he gained over a great Number to 
the Church Communicm, he perfeaded 
many grown Perfcms, who were negligent 
of all Religion, of the Advantage of Bap- 
tifm, gave them Baptifm, and they became 
Very fober Members of the Church. He 
inftru^^ed iwid baptised feveral Negroes^ 
he gained the genehil Love and Efteem of 
his JPeople, and after 25 Years of laborious 
Service in the Church, died ih ijzj. The 
Society have fent the Reverend Mr. Stan^^^^ ^'"'"^ 
dar4 to fucoeed h4^, Who is lately fettled 
tbere. 

5. N^eiv-Rochell was fettled by French 
Proteftants, it is in Jf^tji^Chefiir Patifli, 
The Reverend Mr. BMdet, a French Ckr- 
gyfTMtn, officiated there, and W^s fbr fevetal 
Years Supported only by voluntary Con- 
trifeutiowB of the People, and a fmall AU 
loWiH^ce of 30/. from New-^nrk Govern- 
ment. At §aA he d4d «fot yfe the Englijh 
Liturgy, bat t^ Pr^ntb Prayers, which 
wer% ufed in the Pro^ant Chtirches in 
FN^^e. Btft ^bout the Year ijro^, the 
Pbtople generally conformed tothedbufrch 
of EngUmd^ and applyed to the Society for 
tot AMowahce for their Minifter. Mr. 
BondiH wa« recommended by fome Gentle- 
men of that Country, to be thcil: Minifter, 

had 
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had the Charader of a good, fober Man ; 
and more efpecially ufeful there, becaufe 
Th R verend ^^ could preach in Englijh as well as ia 
l&x.Bwdetr^ French ; which he did every third Sunday, 
^^^t^"^^ by that Means brought the young 
People to underftand Englijh. The Society 
appointed Mr, Bondet a Salary as a Miffio- 
nary, but directed him to ufe only the 
Church of England Liturgy. He did fo, 
and the People generally conformed, as 
they fignified they would. Upon his De- 
fire, the Society fent him a large Number 
of Englijh Common-Prayer-Books, which 
were diftributed among the younger Peo- 
ple, who, by that means, began to under- 
ftand Englijh^ and came to hear the En- 
glijh Sermon. Mr. Bondet had a large Con- 
gregation, and commonly about 50 Com- 
municants. The Church they ufed, was 
now become ruinous, and the Inhabitants 
of ^m^\t o^ ^e Place, and Members of the Church 
Cih^ ^h ^^ * increafed. They began to gather volun- 
tary Contributions to build a new Church, 
and about the Year 171 1, got a fufficient 
Sum, and eredted a fmall Church* Some 
Time after, a worthy Gentleman, Mr. 
John Pellbamy Lord of the Mannor of 
Pellham^ (of which New-Rocbell is a part) 
gave 100 Acres of Land within the faid 
Mannor, for the Ufe of the Church. The 

Town 
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Town of RocheJl gave a Houfe, and 3 Acres 
of Land adjoining to the Church, to the 
Minifter for ever. Mr. Bondet perfevercd 
witli his former Care in all Parts of his 
Office, till the Year 1722 ;in which he died, 
muchv lamented by his Parifti. He was a 
plain, fober Man, and had been Minifter of 
that Parifti above 20 Years. He bequeathedMr. Bondet 
to the Town, for the Ufe of the Minifter, ^^^• 
his Library, amounting to 400 Volumes 
of Books. 

• 
The People of Neiv-Rocbell wrote ibon TheRevercnd 
after his Death, to the Society for a Mif-Jff;^^^^^^^?'-^ 
fionary. The Reverend Mr- Stoupe was then 
fent in 1723 : He was very kindly re- 
ceived by the People, and proved the 
more acceptable to themj becaufe he 
could preach in French^ and many of them 
underftood only that Language. Accounts 
have been fent, that his Congregation in* 
creafes j that belidcs his other Care, he 
extends his Labours to the Negroes^ and 
hath inftruded feveral, and baptized 17 
NegrofSy in the three laft Years. He con- 
tinues now there, with Succefs. 

4. Rye is a confiderable Town in JVeJl^ ' 

Chejler County, very populous, but the 
People were of various Perfualions. There 

P were 
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were computed to be in this Parifli, near 800 
White People in 1703. It is fituate near the 

vercnd^^^*^^^^' ^^^ borders on New-England. 
Mr. MutrfonTh^ Reverend Mr. Muirfon was fettled 

i^lo^if ""'"here ^^ ^7^4- ^^^ ^^^P^^ ^^ *^ Church 
of England here, had not ufed to meet 

as a Congregation ; however, by his Dili- 
gence in preaching, he foon gathered a 
great Number 5 and many Perfons who 
had lived in a total Negledl of all Reli- 
gion, were fpeedily reclaimed 5 a confider^ 
able Number of grown Perfons, Men and 
Women, were baptized, and admitted to 
the Communion. He wrote thus to the 
Society in 1706 : " I have baptized about 
*' 200 young and old, but moft grown 
" Perfons ; and am in hopes of initiating 
" many more, when I have inftruded 
*• them. This is a large Parifh, the Towns 
** are far diftant; the People were fome 
S^uakers, fome Anabaptijis^ others Inde- 
pendents \ tho* once they were violently 
« fet againft the Church, they now con- 
•* form heartily. I have now above 40 
« Communicants, tho' I had only fix 
«' when I firft adminiftred the holy Sa- 
« crament. I find that Catechifing on 
" Week-days in remote Towns, and fre- 
^' quent Vifitiiig, is of great Service. Every 

« fourth Sunday I preach at Bedford. I 

« did 
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m 

** did it long with fmall Succefs, there 
" are in that Town above 120 Perfons 
" unbaptized ; and notwithftanding all the 
" Means I ufed, I could but lately per- 
*^ fuade them, of the Neceffity of that 
" holy Ordinance." The Society received r^^hX^^^ 

K r 1 X -i JL . luccefsful m 

Accounts from leveral other Gentlemen, WsMiffion. 
of the extraordinary Succefs of Mr. Muir-^ 
fon. The Inhabitants of Rye^ were indeed 
very forward in every thing, which might 
promote the fettling the Church of £«- 
gland there. They foon raifed, at their 
own Expence, without the Help of the 
reft of the Parifh, a Stone Church, a, 
handfome Building, 50 Feet long, 35 wide, 
and 20 high, with a Steeple. But while 
they were in this Warmth of A<aion, Mr. 
Muirfon dies; a very worthy Man, who 
had taken great Pains, and was attended with ^^ ^^^^* 
equal Succefs. A very honourable Cha- 
rafter of him was fent to the Society, by 
Perfons of the beft Rank and Note in that 
Government. There will be Occafion to 
give a farther Account of his Labours in 
New-England, hereafter. 

His Death put a Stop to the finifliing 
oC the Church at Rye. The Outfide was 
compleated, but not the Infide. The So- 
ciety would by no means negleft fo large 

Pa a 
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Jt^BruT^^ Body of well difpofed People. The 
fuccecds him. Reverend Mr. Bridge was very foon fet- 
tled there. He found the Church un- 
finifhed within Side; however, he made 
A Church is Ufe of it, and performed Divine Service 
buHthcrc. ^Yievc, tho* it was not yet floor'd.. This 
moved the Inhabitants to compleat the 
Infide. A Subfcription was put about, 
and by the Liberality and Encouragement 
of the Governor {Robert Hunter Efq;) a 
fufficient Sum was rais'd to finifh it. A 
handfome Altar-piece was made of Caro-- 
Una Cedar y rail'd in, and a decent Pulpit 
and Reading Desk, and other Neceffaries 
were made. Mr. Bridge behaved himfelf 
in all Refpedls worthily, and the Members 
of the Church increafed at Rye \ he had 
MuBrUte ^^^ feveral Years but an indifferent State 
*M. of Health, and died in lyig^ much re- 

gretted by all who knew him. Upon an 
Account fent of his Death, the Society 
wrote to the neighbouring Clergy of New^ 
Torky to vifit by Turns Rye^ as they could 
Th R rend conveniently. The Reverend Mr. Jenney 
Mr. yeftn^y was appointed Miffionary there in 1722, 

and his Congregation now amounted ge- 
nerally to about 300 Perfons ; he vifited 
at Times feveral other Townfliips, and. 
diftinift Liberties, which were at tdo great a 

Di- 
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Diftance ifrom the Church, for the People 
to attend Divine Service with any Conveni- ; 
ency- In about three Years time, he baptized 
12 grovyrn Perfons, 50 Children, and per- 
fuaded feveral to come to the Communion. 
In 1727, he removed from this Miffion to 
Hempjied\ and the Reverend Mr. Wet^ 
more^ who was then Catechift at New^ / 

Torkj requefted the Society that he might 
be fixed here. The Society appointed him 
there in 1727 ; and he hath fince wrote, 
that his Congregation are of a very Chri- 
ftian Behaviour, that he hath baptized 
40 Children 5 and feveral grown Perfons 
apply to him for Baptifm, two of which 
are Negroes ^ after due Inftrudlion, he in- 
tends to baptize them; and that upon 
hisRequeft, the Town have chofcn Tru- 
ftees, who are empowered to raife a Tax 
upon the Inhabitants, for the Repair of 
their Church. He continues there now, 
with Succefs. 

3. Albany^ fo called from the Duke of 
Tork's Scotch Title, as New-Tork was-'^^f/^S?"^* 

derable Pjace» 

from his Engli/hy is fituate ~dtr^udfonihc Reverend 
River ; It was inhabited moftly by Dutcb.^;;^^^^'^^ 
It is confidcrable, as being the chief Place ^^^^^• 
of Trade with the Indians^ and a Fron- 
tier both againft the Indians and the French^ 

P 3 who. 
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who, in Conjundlion, have fcveral Times 
invaded this Province on that Side. It is 
a very populous Place, faid to contain, 
in 17 12, near 4000 Souls, of which 450 
only were Negroes^ or Indian Slaves. For 
the Security of the Province, both againft 
the Indians and French^ it had a Garrifon 
of 200 Soldiers, and a ftrong Fort. The 
Reverend Mr. Barclay was Chaplain to 
this Fort in the Year 1709. The Inha- 
bitants being almoft all Dutcb^ had a Mi- 
nifter, Mr. Dellius j but he about this 
Time returned to Europe y and the So- 
ciety appointed the Reverend Mr. Bar^ 
clay to be Miffionary and Catechift there ; 
becaufe the Society were delirous that he 
fhould inftrud: fome of the great Num- 
ber of Slaves there, and Indians who oc- 
cafionally reforted to that Town. They 
come here to trade with the Englijh^ and 
it was hoped he might meet with many 
fair Opportunities of inviting them to be- 
come Chriftians. Mr. Barclay was very 
induftrious in his Miflion, and acceptable 
to the People. Upon the Dutch Minifter, 
Mr. DelliuSj being abfent, he perfuaded 
many People of the beft Note and Cha- 
rader there, to come to hear him. They 
{attended him in their Church, where the 
EngliJhJ^itm^y w?s read in Dutch y and he 
• preached 
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preached to them in Dutch i fcveral of 
the principal Inhabitants conformed tn^ « 
tirely to the Church oi England y and Num-i^ 
bers of the common People followed their 
Example. Mr. Barclay was very intent 
in teaching the younger People the Church* 
Catechifm in Englijhy efpecially the poorer 
Children ; he Catechifed publickly in the Mr. Barclay 
Church on Sundays in the Afternoon, and^^^^^' 
read an Explanation of fome Part of it j 
he taught them alfo twice a Week, on 
Week-days: his Scholars were generally 
70 Children, moft oi Dutch Extraction ; 
and in lefs than three Years time he taught 
160 the Catechifm, and otherwife in(lru« 
£ted them in the Principles of the Chri- 
ftian Religion. 

Mr. Barclay alfo vifited a fmall Village, 
named Scbene^ady^ about 20 Miles above 
Albany J towards the Mohock's Caftle ; this 
was the remoteft Settlement of the Englijh. 
The Indians came frequently to this Town 
to get Provifions, and to traffick ; he often 
preached to the People of this Place, and 
ufed to invite fuch of the Indians as un^ 
derftood any Enjrlijh^ to come to hear him ; EndeavouM to 
feveral came, at times, to Divme Service, ifevw/. 
fuch as undcrftood any thing of Englijh ; 
arid he tried all Methods^ be could diiik 

P 4 of. 
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of, to engage them to be inftruded in our 
Language and Religion, but with very 
fmall Succefs ; fevtral indeed would feem 
for a time, to be converted ; but foon after 
/ they would return again, to their firft Sa- 

vage Life. He had more Succefs with 
the NegroeSj many of which he inftruaed 
in the Chriftian Faith, and Baptized. 

Thus for near feven Years he preached 
upon Suflferance, in a fmaU Chapel be- 
longing to the Dutcb Congregation. This 
Chapel being much decayed, he concerted 
with fome Members of the Church Com- 
munion, to try to get Subscriptions for 
building a Church. He found the People 
very zealous to carry on this Defign. The 
Governor of thc'ProvmcCyRobert HunterEfq; 
contributed very generoufly, and encouraged 
others to do fo; befides his Subfcription- 
Contributions Money, he gave all the Stone and Lime 
fuMnga*"' for building the Church. The Town of 
StontChuTch. jlllfany gave prefcntly 200/. and every 
Inhabitant in the poor Village of Scbe- 
neBady^ gave fomething, excepting only 
^ne very poor Man, which, in the whole, 
timounted to 50/. New-Tor k Money; King\ 
County, Long-IJland^ and many other 
Places, contributed largely. Nay, the Sol- 
,^iers pf theGarrifoD ?x Albany were very 

zealous^ 



zealous, and contributed almoft beyond Be* 
lief. The two Independent Companies of 
Colonel Richard Ingoldsby^ and Colonel 
Peter Matthew s^ gave loo/. every private % 
Centinel gave fomething, fome ten Shil- 
lings, and others twenty; and their Offi- 
cers generoufly. Above 600/. was foon 
Subfcribed, and in about a Year and an 
half, a very handfome Stone Building was 
raifed, 58 Feet in length, and 42 in breadth j 
it was opened in November 17 16, andDi^ 
vine Service performed in its Mr. Bar-- 
clay continued diligent in all the Duties of 
his Miffion. Some time afterwards, it was 
reprefented to the Society, that fince Mr. 
Barclay had a Salary as Chaplain to the 
Garrifon ajt Albany y that, with the voluntary 
Contributions of the People, who came to 
the New Church, would be a Sufficient Main- ^^j^^^^n^ 
tenance 5 the Society therefore withdrew his Church is 
Salary. But finding afterward, that for fome 
Years, that Church hath not been Sup- 
plied y they have lately app<iinted the Re- 
verend Mr. Miln to be Miffionary there. 

6. Btatten-Ijland is a fmall Ifland about TheReverend 
10 Miles long, and c or 6 over, fituate^y^-^'Jfiif*^'' 
on the Wejt End of Long-^JJlandy a Place ry to ^iatun- 
well peopled j the Reverend Mr. Mac- ^^^'' 
kenzie was fcnt Miffionary here in the 

Year 






Year 1704, and met with a very kind Re- 
ception from the People, tho* not above 
one third were Englijhy the reft Dutch 
and French. This French had a Minifter 
of their own, and had built a Church. 
The Englijh had no Church, nor any 
Place convenient for Divine Worfhip. 
The French allowed Mr. Mackenzie to 
preach in their Church. The Englijh were 
chiefly fakers and JAabaptiJls^ the others. 
Church of England People. The Dutch 
were at firft fomewhat averfe to, and la- 
boured under Prejudices againft our Li- 
turgy. But it appeared foon, that this 
was occafioned by their not being ac- 
quainted with it ; for upon the Society's 
fending a good Number of our Common- 
Prayer-Books in Dutch, to be diftributed 
among the People, they found no Fault 
with it, and began to have a juft Efteem 
for our Form of Worftiip. It was repre- 
^^ fented by Mr. Mackenzie^ that the grcateft 
Difadvantage to Religion, arofe from the 
Want of Englijh Schools in that Ifland. 
The Children had no Education but the 
little- they received from their Parents, 
and that bound them up to their Parents 
Language and.Principles. Befides, there was 
fuch a Di verfity of Tongues, as Englijh, 
French^ and Dutchy which made it necef- 

fary 
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fary to fettle a School there, more than in 
any other Place, in order to unite the 
growing Generation in their Language, as 
well as in their religious Principles. 

« 

The Society were fenfible nothing could ^J^^t'^*' ^ 
be more convenient than the opening of Schooima^ 
Schools in this Place. The whole Ifland"* 
was divided into three Precindls, they ap- 
pointed a Schoolmafter for each, Mr. 
Brown taught School in the South Pre- 
cindt, Mr. Dupuy in the Norths and Mr. 
'Williamfon in the Weji. Mr. Dupuy did ^ 
not keep School long ; Mr. Pott$ fucceeded 
him. Afterwards in the Year 17 15, Mr. 
Baylor was appointed, and continues ftill 
teaching School ; and feveral Accounts have 
been fent to the Society, that he teache§ 
above 40 Scholars, without any Confide- 
ration but the Society's Bounty; that he 
inftrufts them in the Church-Catechifm, 
with the Explanation, teaches them to 
join in Publick Worfliip, and keeps alfo 
a Night School for the Inftrudtion of the 
NegroeSy and fuch as cannot be fpared 
from their Work in the Day time. 

Mr. Mackenzie was very fuccefsful m Mr. Maeken- 
his Miniftry, united the People in ^^^irfjf-^^y^^Mtf- 
Sentiments, and exceedingly improved aon. 

them 
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them in their Manners. He was alfo 
happy in the Love and Efteem of his 
People. The Juftices of Richmond County, 
in that Ifland, where his. Abode was, wrote 
thus to the Society in the Year 1712 : 
We, Her Majefty's Juftices of the Peace, 
High Sheriff, Clerk, and Commander in 
Chief, of Her Majefty's Militia, in the 
County of Richmond^ as well for our 
** felves, as in the Name, and at the De- 
" fire of the other Inhabitants of the faid 
County, Members of the Church of 
England^ return our Thanks, for fup- 
porting our worthy Paftor Mr. Mackenzie 
among us ; whofe unblameable Life af- 
fords no Occafion of Difparagcment to 
" his Fundion, nor Difcredit to his Do- 
ftrine. Upon his firft Induction to this 
Place, there were not above four or 
five in the whole County, who ever 
knew any Thing of our excellent Li- 
turgy and Form of Worftiip, and many 
** knew little more of any Religion, than 
" the common Notion of a Deity : And 
as their Ignorance was ^reat, io was 
their Practice irregular and barbarous. 
^* But now, by the Blefling of God at- 
" tending his Labours, our Church in- 
*^ creafes, a confiderable Reformation is 
•* wrought, and fomething of the Face 
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^^ of Cbriftiianity is to be fecn among us. 
" You have added to the former, a freih 

and late Inftance of your Bounty, in 

allowing a Support to a Schoolmafter, 
** for the Inftrudion of our Youth 5 the 

deplorable Want of which hath been 

a great Affliftion to us. 
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Soon after, the People began to think 
of building a Church. Mr. Mackenzie had 
for feven Years, ever fince his firft Ar- 
rival, ofRciated in the French Church upon 
Sufferance. The People of the Ifland^ 
and the neighbouring Counties of the Pro- 
vince, made liberal Contributions. iWw- 
yerfey and Penfyhania alfo gave gene- 
roufly ; 700 /. was collected, and a hand- 
fome Stone Church was ereftcd, a Par- A lumdfomc 
fonage-houfe built, and 60 Acres of G/^^^buflthcre. 
Land purchafed. The Lime, Stone, and 
Timber, were given gratis y for the Church 
and Houfe, befides the Money mentioned. 
About this Time, fome Gentlemen of 
New-'Tbrk, Adolphus Phillips Councellor, 
Captain Lancajier Symes^ Officer in Fort • 

Anne^ Mr. Ebenezer Wilfony and Mr. Peter 
Faukoner Merchants, made a Deed of Gift, 
of 150 Acres of Land, for the Ufe of 
the Church. The Land lay at an incon- 
venient DiftancQ from the Church, fo 

that 
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that the Truftees agreed to fell it, and buy 
a Piece of Ground nearer. Mr. Mackenzie 
went on with Diligence in all the Duties 
of his Office, and wrote Word in 171 8, 
that he had received feveral new Members 
into the Communion of the Church; that 
he had a large Congregation, who not only 
conftantly attended the Church Service, 
but were moft of them very regular in 
their Lives and Converfations ; that he had 
baptized in the preceeding Year, 18 Chil- 
dren, one of which was a Negroe^ and alfo 
an Indian Man, 22 Years of Age, who 
coming accidentally into that liland, was 
induced to learn to read Englijhy then grew 
defirous of being inftrufted in the Chri- 
ftian Faith, and afterwards defired Bap- 
tifm. In the Year 1722, Mr. Mackenzie 
Ur. Jiacken- died,much regretted by his Parifhioners. The 

zf^ aies,mucn ' ^ . /• 1 1 • 

lamented. Reverend Mr. JEwrr//&« fucceeded him by the 
Appointment of theGovernor,i^i7/w/wJBttr/?^/ 
Efq; no Accounts have been received from 
him, asnot being the Society's Miffionary. 

7. Long-IJland lies SoutihEafi from Nenh' 
Torky and is a very confiderable Part of 
that Government ; it is divided from the 
Continent by a fmall Arm of the Sea ; i$ 
100 Miles long, and about 12 broad: A 
very fruitful and pleafant Country, the 
Air is (liarp and ferene^ not fubjedt to any 

thick 
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thick Foggs. It hath, near Hempjiedy an 

even cblightfome Plain, i6 Miles long, 

richly furniflied with Cattle and Fowl of 

all Sorts. The Reverend Mr. Thomas was TheRcverend 

fent MifSonary to Hempjied in the Year Mr. nmas 

1704. This is one of the chief Towns ry"\o&^^ 
in the Ifland ; the People were generally vsihrng-ijiand^ 
Independents^ fome Presbyterians^ but more 
negligent of all Religion. However, Mr. 
I'bomaSy upon his Arrival, was received 
with much Kindnefs, and he found the 
chief Difficulty was to remove the Preju- 
dices of Education. Mr. TCbomas had the 
Care of Oyfterhay too, 13 Miles diftant from 
Hempjied ; this made his Million laborious. 
However, in a little time he perfuaded many 
in both Places to conform to the Church of 
England. The Society fent him a large 
Number of Common-Prayer-Books and Ca- 
techifms, which he diftributed among the 
People; and they began generally to improve 
in their Manners, and to think better of the 
Church Worfhip. He writes in 1709, tho' 
that Place had been fettled above 60 Years 
before his coming, and the People had ^ 
fome Sort of diffenting Miniflers ; yet for 
above ^^ Years, the Sacrament had never 
been adminiftred there ; the oldeft there 
could not remember to have feen or heard 

Qf its being Celebrated. ^ The People 

(fays 
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(fays he) " having lived fo long in a Dif* 

ufe of it, I had great Difficulties to 

bring them to a Senfe of the Neceflity 

and Obligation of it : but with G o d's 

Bleffing upon my Endeavours, I have 

brought 33 of them into full Commu- 

" nion with the Church, and who now 

live very regularly, tho* at the firfl Time 

of adminiflring it, I could perluade but 

three to receive.'* He wrote, that there 

was a great Want of Schools j the younger 

People and Children were growing up in 

He is very di- a miferaUe Ignorance, for Want of being 

ll^on!^ ^ taught to read ; and he could not perform 

one Part of his Pafloral Office, Catechifing, 

V for Want of a Schoolmafler to teach the 

Children to read. The Society appointed 

Mr. Gilderjlieve Schbolmafler there, in 

the Year 17 13, and allowed him a Salary 

to teach, the poorer Children Reading 

Writing, and the Rudiments of Arith- 

metick. The Veflry of this Parifh wrote 

the Society a Letter on this Occafion, 

wherein they fay : " Without your Bounty 

and Charity, our poor Children would 

undoubtedly want all Education; our 

People are poor^ and fettled difbntly 

" from one another, dnd unable to board 

" out their Children/* The Society fent 

Quantities of Paper for the Ufe of the 

School^ 
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School, Catechifms, and large Numbers of 
Common-Prayer-Books, which proved of 
great Benefit to the younger People. The 
Youth was inftruded, made their Re- 
fponfes regularly at Church, and Divine 
Worfhip was performed with more Know- 
ledge and Decency. 

Mr. nomas perfcvered with Diligence 
in his Duty, and by eafie Means of Per- 
fuafion in converfing, drew many People 
to a Conformity. The Books he diftri- 
buted, had a very good Influence on the 
more fober and thinking Part of the In- 
habitants. About the Year 1720, he ac- 
quainted the Society, that his Congrega- 
tion increafed ; that within 1 8 Months 
paft, he had baptized above 1 60, many of 
which were grown Perfons ; that he en- 
deavoured, as much as in him lay, to in- 
culcate into the People a Senfe of the 
Benefit and Privilege of the Sacraments, 
and finds them in the main convinced of 
the Neceffity of thofe Ordinances. Mr. 
T'bomas died in the Year 1724, after M^- nomas 
having been very ufeful in fettling this 
Church. In the Year 1725, the Society 
removed the Reverend Mr. Jenney, upon 
his Requeft, from Rye to this Place. Ac- 
counts have been fent from him^ that his 

Q_ Con- 
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Congregation increafes; that two grown 
Perfbns had defired and received Baptifm, 
TheRcvcrend^^^ he had fevcral new Communicants, 
Mr. jenney all of them Perfons of known Honefty and 
. pjg^y . particularly one, a Negroe Slave, 
who had all along preferved his Cha- 
rafter unblemifhed, or rather made it re- 
markable for Honefty and Piety. Mr. 
Jenney continues now there. 

The Reverend 8. Jamaica is a confiderable Town in 
^tmtor^-Long-ipnd. The Reverend Mr. P^/nV>fc 
ry ^oJamaicaQ^^^Q^ ^^s fent thither in 1702, but he 

^ "^ "^ died foon after his Arrival. Colonel Af«?r- 
ris wrote of him to the Society, that his 
Abilities, Sobriety and Prudence had gained 
him the good Opinion of every Body ac- 
quainted with him, both of the Church 
and Diflenters, and he gave great Hopes, 
that a good Progrefs would be made in 
this Miflion; but he died foon, and was 
buried in a Meeting-houfe in Jamaica. 
The Reverend Mr. Urquhart was after- 
wards fixed in this Place. It was inhabited 
chiefly by Independents^ who came from 

He dies; thc^^'^^^g^^^^ '* ^^ ^^^ ^^^ diligent in 
Reverend Mr. j^ig Miffiou, and Well rcfpcdted by all 
Po^r uccee s ^^^ Members of the Church, but died 

in about two Years. The Reverend Mr. 
Payer was fent there in 1709. He had 

a long 
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a long and dangerous Voyage from En-- 
glandy and at laft was Shipwrecked with He is fliip- 
his Family, on the Coaft of Americay^Qo^^a^^me- 
above loo Miles diflant from his Parilh. '^'^''• 
He got there, and was by the Governor's 
Order, inducted into that Church. But 
the Independents had got Poffeffion of the 
Parfonage-houfe, and would not furrender 
it. This occafioned long Feuds and Di- 
vifions in the Parifh, between the Church 
Party and them. At laft, after a long Broil, 
and tedious Cour£e of Law, for above 
feven Years ; Mr. Poyer was put in Poffeffi- 
on of the Houfe. This Perverlenefs of the 
Independents very much hindred the Succefs 
of his Miffion. However,' Mr. Poyer was 
very diligent in his Duty j he had a large 
Cure, three Towns, Jamaica^ Ninvtewny 
and Flujhingy and he fpared no Charge 
nor Labour in ferving them. The Mem- 
bers of the Church of England wrote very 
refpedlfuUy of him to the Society, in thcfe 
Words. " Notwithftanding the perverfe 

* Behaviour of our Enemies, we can with 

* Joy fay, our Church here hath increafed 

* confiderably, both in the Number of 

* Hearers and of Communicants, by the 

* lingular Care, Pains and Induftry of our 
' prefent laborious Minifter Mr. Poyer^ 

" who, notwithftanding the many Diifi- 

Q^ '* culties 
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** culties he hath ftnigglcd with, hath never 
been in the leaft wanting in the due 
Execution of his Minifterial Fundtion; 
" but rather, on the contrary, drained 
" himfelf beyond his Strength, in travel- 
I, vtry dili- " ^^^Z ^l^ro' the Parifh, and often to the 
^S-oJT ^"' " Prejudice of his Health, which is noto- 
•* rious to all the Inhabitants." Mr. 
Foyer continues now there, and Accounts 
have been fent, that his Congregation is in- 
crcafed : The Communicants are between 
80 and 90, and 9 grown Perfons have been 
baptized within three Years Space. 

The Society 9. The Society have from their firft 
Sc^w)hnafters ^^^ paid Salaries to feveral 

here. Schoolmafters in this Government, Mr. 

Gilderjlieve at Hempjied in Long-IJland^ and 
Mr. Taylor in Stattm^IJland^ have been 
mentioned already. L.Mr. Huddlejlone was 
appointed Schoolmafter in New^Tork City, 
in the Year 17095 he taught 40 poor Chil- 
dren for the Society's Allowance only ; he 
publickly Catechized in the Steeple of 
I'rinity Church on Sunday in the After- 
noon, not only his own Scholars, but alfo 
the Children, Servants and Slaves of the 
Inhabitants, and above 100 Perfons ufually 
attended him ; Certificates attefted by the 
Mayor of New^Tork, were Annually fent 

to 
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to the Society, certifying his doing fuch 
Service. ^jle died in the Year 1726 ; and 
his Son being defirous and capable of the 
Office, is appointed now in his Room. 
Mr. Glcfver was appointed Schoolmafler 
at Weft-'CbeJier in the Year 17 14, and 
afterwards Mr. Forjler 5 he teaches between 
30 and 40 Children, Catechifes on Sa- 
turday and Sunday, which is certifyed by 
the Minifter and chief Inhabitants of that 
Town. Mr. Cleator was fettled School- ^ 
matter at Rye^ in the Year 1704; he 
teaches about 50 Children to Read and 
Write, and inftrufts them in the Cate- 
chifni. And Mr. Denton Iiath been lately 
appointed Schoolmafter at Oyjierbay in 
Long^IJland. 

The Society have paid Salaries to fix 
School mafters, befides a Catechift, for the Books fcnt ta 
Slaves at New-Tork in this Government ; ^t.^'''''"'' 
and have fent Bibles, Common-Prayers, 
and other Books of Devotion or Inftru- 
ftion, to the Number of 2220 Volumes, 
beiides Catechifms, and fmall Tracts M 
which have been difperfed among the 
People by the Miffionaries, or among 
the Children by the Schoolmafters. And 
tho* there was not above one Church, that 
at New-Tork City, opened before the 

0^3 So- 
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Society's Foundation, there have been 

ten fince built, many Donations made 

Ten Church- ^^ thcm, the Pcople fupplied with Mif- 

M built in this fionaries for them, and alt the Conere- 

Govemment. . . . , . «, 

gations now contmue increafing, m Num- 
ber of Perfons, and Regularity of Manners. 
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CHAP. X. 

T^e SociePf very earn^ to promote the In- 
ftruiiion of the Negroes, 'the Negroes 
an exceeding great Number cf Terfons. 
lUfe Society direB all their Mijftonaries 
to give their hefi J0ance. The Society 
fettle a School at New-York City for in- 
finding the Negroes. Mr. Neau Co* 
tecbift there^ very indt^rious, infiruSfs 
many, I'be Negroes confpire to defirty 
the Engliih. l^he Tlot proves m/uecefs- 
fuli mai^ tfthe Negroes taken and exe- 
cuted, ^he School is again encouraged 
for converting the Negroes. Mr. Neau 
dies. I'be Reverend Mr. Colgan ap' 
pointed Catechift* 

AFTER the foregoing Account of 
the fettling the Church in New- 
Tork Government among the En- 
glijh Inhabitants i it fcems proper next, to 
give a Narrative of the Society's Endea- 
vours towards converting the Negroe Slaves, 

Qjt- and 
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and native Indians ; becaufe their chief At- 
tempts towards this End, have been 
among the Negroe Slaves in this Govern- 
ment j and the Iroquois^ the fix Indian 
Nations bordering on this Country. The 
following Account therefore may not im- 
properly be confidered as a Part of the 
Hiftory of this Country. 

The iV^^r^?^ Slaves even in thofe Colonies, 

The Ne roes ^^^^^ ^^^ Society fend Miflionaries, amount 

in the Colo-to many Thoufands of Perfons, of both 

ceeding^great^^^^s, and all Agcs, and nioft of them 

Number of are Very capable of receiving Inftruftion. 

Even the grown Perfons brought from 

Guinea^ quickly learn Englijh enough to 

be underftood in ordinary Matters; but 

the Children born of Negroe Parents in 

the Colonies, are bred up entirely in the ^ 

Englijh Language. 

c 

The Society 2. The Society looked upon the Inftru- 
ufe their befi dion and Converfion of the Negroes^ as a 
towa^Tthdr Principal Branch of their Care j efteem- 
CoRvcrfion. j^g jt a great Reproach to the Chriftian 
' Name, that fo many Thoufands of Per- 
fons fhould continue in the fame State of 
Pagan Darknefs, under a Chriilian Govern- 
ment, and living in Chriftian Families ; as 
fhey lay before under, in their own Heathen 

Coun- 
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Countries. The Society, immediately from 
their firft Inftitution, ftrove to projnote 
their Converlion; and inafmuch as their 
Income, would not enable them to fend 
Numbers of Catechifts, fuf&cient to inftrud 
the Negroes ; yet they refolved to do their 
utmoft, and at leaft, to give this Work 
the Mark of their higheft Approbation. 

They wrote therefore to all their Mif- .-^ 
fionaries, that they fhould ufe their beft 
Endeavours, at proper Times, to inftruft: 
the Negroes r and (hould efpecially take Oc- ^ 
cafion, to recommend it zealoufly to the 
Matters, to order their Slaves, at conve- 
nient Times, to come to them, that they 
might be inftruded. Thefe Diredlions had a 
good EfFedl, and fome Hundreds of Negroes Theydiwa 
have been inftrudted, received Baptifm, andfionar^ to 
been admitted to the Communion, and?*^"*^^*^ 
lived very orderly Lives. The Reader may 
remember, there is frequently Mention 
made above, in the Account of the La^ 
hours of the MiiTionaries, of many iW- 
groes at different Times intruded and 
baptized; to relate the Particulars here^ 
would be too circumfbmfial, and altogether 
ufelefs. 



It 
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It is Matter of Commendation to the 
Clergy, that they have done thus much in 
fo great and difficult a Work. But alas ! 
what is the Inftruftion of a few Hundreds, 
in feveral Years, with refpedt to the many 
Thoufands uninftruftcd, unconverted, liv- 
ing, dying, utter Pagans. It muft be con- 
fefled, what hath been done is as nothing, 
with Regard to what a true Chriftian 
would hope to fee cfFedled. But the Dif- 
ficulties the Clergy meet with in this good 
Work arc exceeding great. The firft is, 
the Negroes want Time to receive Inftru- 
QXon. Several Mafters allow their Negroes 
JfeTobfoua Sundays only, for Reft ; and then the Mini- 
the Conver- ^^^ ^f ^ parifl^ js fuUy employed in other 

fionofthe . t , 

Negrm. Duties, and cannot attend them: Many 
Planters, in order to free themfelves from 
the Trouble and Charge of Feeding and 
Cloathing their Slaves, allow them one 
Day in a Week, to clear Ground and plant 
it, to fubiift themfelves and Families. 
Some allow all Saturday^ fome half Satur- 
day and Sunday ; others allow, only Sunday. 
How can the Negroe attend for Inilru<flion, 
who on half Saturday and Sunday is to 
provide Food and Rayment for himielf 
and Family for the Week following ? The 
Negroe will urge in his own Excufe, that 

the 



the Support of himfelf, and all that is dear 
to him, doth abfolutely depend upon this, 
his neceffary Labour, on Saturday and Sun- 
day. If this be not ftriftly juftifiable, yet 
it is furc, the miferable Man's Plea, wUl 
engage the Reader's Compaffion. 

This is the Cafe in fome Colonies, in 
others it differs : In fome Places, the Slaves 
do the whole Labour of the Country, in 
the Field j in others, they arc ufed only as 
Houfc Servants. Another DifRculty arifes 
from the HabUations and Settlements of 
the Matters, being at great Diftances from 
each other in moft Places in the Colonies . 
for v?hich reafon, neither can aMinlfter go to 
many FamUies, if the Negroes were allowed 
Time to attend lumi nor can a proper Num- 
ber of them affemble together at one Place, 
without confideraWe Lofs of Time to their 
Matters. But the greateft ObftruOion is, 
the Matters themfclves do not confider /^^^ 
enough, the Obligation which lies upon J^ ^^^^^^^ 

them, to have their Slaves inftru<aedt^ n^S'- 
Some have been fo weak as to argue, •tlaey^fi^,„. 
Negroes had no Souls j others, that they 
grew worfe by being taught, and made 
Chriftians : I would not mention thefe, it 
they were not popular Arguments now. 
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becaufe tbey have no Foundation in Reafon 
or^rutb. 

3. A F T E R the Society had given the ge- 

^ neral Order mentioned before^ to all their 

Miflionaries, for the Inftrufiion of the 

Slaves^ they agreed to ufe another Method^ 

which they believed would more fuccefsfuUy 

promote this Work. They opened a Cate* 

chiiing School for the Slaves at New-Torky 

The Society in the Year 1704, in which City there were 

m^iVrt»Wi computed to be about 1500 Negroe and 

^e^^ ^e^^^^^^ Slaves, and many of their Mafters 

Negroes. Well difpofed to have them made Chri- 

ftians. The Society hoped this Example 

fet, might kindle a Zeal in fome other 

good People, to carry on this Work, which 

they were unable to efTeft} and to eredt 

Schools for the Inftruaioa of the iV>^r^^x, 

and employ Catechifts to teach them at 

appointed Times ; and that the Legiflature 

in the Colonies, would, by a Law, oblige 

all Slaves to attend for their Inftrudtion, 

The Society found foon, it was not eafie 

to procure a Perfon proper to be a Ca- 

techift. Mr. Elias Neau a Layman, then 

living in New-Tork City, as a Trader, was 

reprefented to be the propereft Perfon for 

that Office. He was by Nation ^ French^ 

man, had made a Confcffion of the Pro- 

tejiant 
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U^ant Religion in France^ for which he 
had been confined feveral Years in Prifon, 
and feven Years in the Gallies. When he 
got releafed, he went to New-Tork^ and 
traded there, and had the Charader, from 
People of all Perfuafions, of a Man of 
Piety, of fober Deportment, and ferious 
Life. 

He accepted of the Offer of htiag C^^Mr. BtiasNeau 
techiftj and his former Sufferings on thecate^^to 
Account of his Religion, did, with great ^^^ ^^ ^^* 
Advantage, recommend him to be a Teacher 
of the Chriflian Faith ; and his Humility 
enabled him to bear with the many Inconvc- 
niencies in teaching thofe poor People. He 
entred upon his Office, in the Year 1704, 
with great Diligence. At firfl he was obliged 
to go from Houfe to Houfe, to inflru<St 
the Negroes^ this was out of Meafure la- 
borious ; afterwards he got Leave, that 
they ihould come to his Houfe -, this was 
a confiderable Relief. There were two 
Obflruftions flill j the Time was much 
too fhort, and the Place was inconvenient, 
for teaching the great Number of Negroes. 
A little Time in the Dusk of the Evening, 
after hard Labour all Day, was the whole 
Time allowed them for Learning, and for 
Relaxation, and to viiit theirWives and Chil** 

dren> 
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dren > which were generiilly in other Fa- 
milies, not in their Mafters. At this Time 
their Bodies were fo fatigued, that theif 
Attention could not be great. They were 
dull and flecpy, and remembred they muft 

The Negroes^\(^ ^^^j ^j^^ ^^^^ jy^^ ^^ ^j^^j^ Labour. 
were not al- J J^ 

lowed conve-Thc Place alfo was incommodious, being 
bTinflruaed.^ ^hc: uppermoft Floor in Mv.Neau'% Houfe, 
which, tho' very large for a private Houfe, 
yet was not able to hold conveniently, a 
fmall Part of the Slaves which might re- 
fort thither^, 



Besides, the Negroes ^^ere much dif- 
couraged from embracing the Chriftian 
Religion, upon Account of the very little 
Regard fhewed them in any religious Re- 
fped. Their Marriages were performed 
by mutual Confcnt only, without the Blef- 
fing of the Church ; they were buried by 
thofe of their own Country or Complexion, 
in the common Field, without any Chri- 
ftian Office ; perhaps fome ridiculous Hea- 
then Rites were performed at the Grave, 
by fome of their own People, No No- 
tice was given of their being fick, that 
they might be vifited; on the contrary, 
frequent Difcourfes were made in Con- 
verfation^ that they had no Souls, and 
periflied as the BeaAs. 

Mr. 
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M R. Niau contended with thefe Diffi- ^r. Ne^u is 
cuties, and notwithftanding all, proved an ^ery zealous 
Inftrument oi bringing many to a Know- 
ledge of the Chriftian Faith. He took 
great Pains in reading to them, in making 
(hort Collections out of Books on the Ca- 
techifm, and in making an Abftra<^ of the 
Hiftorical Part of the Scriptures s fo that 
many, who could not read, could yet by 
Memory repeat the Hiftory of the Crea- 
tion of the World, the Flood, the giving 
of the Law, the Birth, Miracles, and Cru- 
cifixion of our Lord, and the chief Ar- 
ticles and Doftrincs of Chriftianity. 

This was a Work of great Pains and 
Humility ; Mr. Neau performed it dili- 
gently; difcourfing familiarly with thofe 
poor People, and labouring earneftly to 
accommodate his Difcourfe to their Ca- 
pacities. His Labours were very fuccefs- 
ful ; a confiderable Number of the Slaves, 
could give a fufficicnt Account of ^^^ u^ny Negroes 
Grounds of their Faith j as feveral of the are mftruaed 
Clergy who examined them publickly, be- 
fore they gave them Baptifm, have ac- 
quainted the Society. 

4. In 
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4. 1 N the mean Time, while the Society 
were thinking of farther Ways to advance 
this Work, a Calamity happened which 
mightily difcouraged this Country from 
promoting the Inftruiflion of their Slaves. 
In the Year 17 12, a confider able Number 
Thej%wjof Negroes of the Carmantee and Poppa 
fcoJrSthc^'' Nations, formed a Plot to deftroy all the 
E^iijh. Englijfjy in order to obtain their Liberty ; 
and kept their Confpiracy fo fecret, that 
there was no Sufpicion of it, till it came 
to the very Execution. However, the Plot 
was, by G o d*s Providence, happily defeated. 
The Plot was this : The Negroes fat Fire to 
a Houfe in Tork City, on a Sunday Nighty 
in Aprils about the going down of the 
Moon. The Fire alarmed the Town, who 
from all Parts ran to it j the Confpirators 
planted themfelves in feveral Streets and 
Lanes leading to the Fire, and (hot or 
ftabbed the People as they were running 
to it. Some of the Wounded efcaped, and 
acquainted the Government, and pre- 
iently, by the Signal of firing a great Gun 
from the Fort, the Inhabitants were called 
^ under Arms, and prevented from running 
ncybcbfeat^to the Fire. A Body of Men was foon 
^- raifed, which eafily fcattered the Negroes % 

they had killed about eight Pcrfons, and 

wounded 
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wounded 12 more. In their Flight fome 
of them fliot themfelves, others their 
Wives, and then themfelves; fome ab- 
fconded a few^ Days, and then killed them- 
felves for Fear of being taken 5 but a great 
many were taken, and 18 of them fufFered 
Death. This wicked Confpiracy was at firft 
apprehended to be general among all the 
Negroes yZnd opened the Mouths of many, to 
fpeak againft giving the Negroes Inftrudion. 
Mr. Neau durft hardly appear abroad for 
fome Days, his School was blamed as the 
main Occafion of this barbarous Plot. 
But upon the Tryal of thcfe Wretches, 
there were but two, of all his School, fo 
much as charged with the Plot -, and only 
one, was a baptized Man, and in the Peo* 
pies Heat, upon flender Evidence, per* 
haps too haftily condemned ; for foon 
after he was acknowledged to be innocent 
by the common Voice. The other was 
not baptized ; it appeared plain that he 
was in the Confpiracy, but guiltlefs of his 
Matter's Murder, Mr. Hooghlands^ an emi- 
nent Merchant. Upon full Tryal, the 
guilty Negroes y were found to be fuch as 
never came to Mr. Neau's School; and ^ . .. 

Several AV- 

what is very obfervable, the Per ions, whole ^r(?w taken and 
Negroes were found to be moft. guilty, ^^^'^''^^*^- 

R were 



242 EnJeanjours to infiruB 

were fuch as were the declared Oppofcrs of 
making them Chriilians. 

^' However, a great Jealoufie was now 

raifed, and the common Cry was very 

sJLK ^^^^' ^S^^"^ inftruaing the Negroes. The 
med, but un- Common Council of New-Tar k City made 
^cci^ve y- ^^ Order, forbiddbg the Negroes to go 

about the Streets after Sun-fet, without 
Lanthorns and Candles s this was in Eifeft, 
forbidding them to go to Mr. Neau's School, 
far none of them could get Lanthorns, or 
come to him before Sunfet. But fome Time 
after, the more ferious and moderate People, 
abated of this Violence. It appeared to 
be a Plot of a few only, not a general 
one of all the Negroes^ no Confequence at- 
tended the Aaion, and People grew more 
compofed. Robert HunterEfq, then Governor 
of the Province, obferved their Fears were 
ill-grounded, and that Mr. Neau's Scholars 
were not the guilty Negroes, and therefore, 
in order to fupport the Defign of inftrud:- 
ing them, he was pleafed to vilit the School, 
attended by the Society's Miffioharies, and 
fcveral Perfons of Note, and publickly dtr, 
clared his Approbation of the Defign -, and 
afterwards in a Proclamation put out 
againft Immorality and Vice^ he recom- 
mended 
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mended it to the Clergy of the Country; The School is 

, . ^ . /• / again cncou- 

fo exhort their Congregations from thcraged. 
Pulpit, to promote the Inftrudion of the 
Negroes. 

This gave new Life again to the Work, 
and the Negroes frequented Mr. Neau'^ 
School, feveral were inflru£ted, afterwards 
examined publickly in the Church, before 
the Congregation, by the Reverend Mr. 
Vefey^ gave a very fatisfa^ory Account of 
their Faith, and received Baptifm. The 
Society had Accounts from Tiriie to Time, 
of Mr. Neau*s Diligence and good Succefs ; 
particularly one vdry ample Tcftimonial 
figncd by the Governor of the Country. 
{Robert Hunter Efqj) the Council, the 
Mayor, and Recorder of New^Tork^ and 
the two Chief Juftices ; iett Jng forth, 
** That Mr. Neau had demeaned himfelf 
in all Things, as a good Chfiftiah and 
a good Subjed j that in his Station of Mr. Neau « 
Catechift, he had, to the great Advance- ^^^ 
tattii of Religion in general, and the 
particular Benefit of the free Indians^ 
Negroe Slaves, and other Heathens in 
" thofe Parts, with indefatigable Zeal and 
Application, performed, that Service 
tliree Times a Week ; and that they did 
" finterely believe, thait as Catechift, h6 

R 2 '' did 
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did in a very eminent Degree, deferve 
the Countenance, Favour, arid Proteftion 
" of the Society. 

The Society were fully fatisfied with 
Mr. Neau's Behaviour, and continued to 
fend him Numbers of Catechifms, and of 
fmallTradts of Devotion and Inftrudkion, 
to give among the Slaves and Servants at 
his Difcretion. Mr. Neau perfevered with 
the fame Diligence, till the Year 1722, 
Ur.Neaudks.in which he x died, much regretted by all 
who knew his Labours. Mr. Huddlejioney 
then Schoolmafter in New-Tork^ did for fome 
Time fupply his Place, and ufed to teach the 
NegroeSy in the Church Steeple, every Sunday 
before Sermon, and at his own Houfe af- 
ter Sermon. In a little Time the Society • 
fent the Reverend Mr. Wetmore to be Cate- 
Thc Society chift there, and received Accounts of his 
cS^!^'' difcharging his Duty diligently. That he 
attended Catechifing every Wednefday and 
Friday, and Sunday Evening, at his own 
Houfe J and in the Church, every Sunday 
before Evening Service, where he had fome- 
times near 200 Children, Servants and Ne* 
groes. He afterwards defired to be appointed 
Miffionary at Rye in that Government, and 
the Society complyed with his Requeft. 
Soon after his Removal, the Rector, Church- 
Wardens, 
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Wardens, and Veftry of 'trinity Church in 
New-'Torky made a Reprefentation to the 
Society, of the great Need of a Catechift in 
that City, there being about 1400 iW^re^^ and 
Indian Slaves there, a confiderable Number 
of which, had been inftru£ked in the 
Principles of Chriftianity, by the late Mr. 
NeaUy and had received Baptifm, and were 
Communicants in their Church. The So- 
ciety were very willing to comply with 
this Requeft, and fent the Reverend Mr. 
Colgan in 1726, to be Catechiil there; and 
here he beeins his School with Succefs, The School « 

i 1 XT r*^. 'ftiUfupportci 

hath 30, 40, or 50 Negroes at a Time, 
attending Catechifm, and is preparing 
feveral for Baptifm. He continues now 
there. 

« 

5. In this manner, have the Society ex- 
erted themfelves, to promote the Inftru- 
dlion of the Negroes 5 but they are fen- 
fible the Means ufed, are not propor- 
tionate to the End. One School only, 
opened, is but a fmall Matter ; becaufe the **. P^' ^^^ 

•■■ , , , of many mote 

Miflionaries, in their large Parifhes, are Schools, 
fully employed, without this additional 
Labour. There ought to be a Catechift 
fuppbrted, in every Colony, nay, every 
large Town, to carry on this Work cf- 
fedually. But there remains one Obf^ru- 

R 3 ftipn. 
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Qlon, which if not removed, will del^t 

■ 

all poffible Endeavours. The Matters of 
the Slaves muft bf pcrfHaded to allow 
them reafonahle Time fp be ipftrudcd, 
and at leaft permit tbem to attend the 
Catechift. For if the Mafters command 
them not to attend, qr will allow tjiem 
no Time for that purpofe, this Work is 
impra£ticablo. On the pth^r hand, it hath 
appeared plain to the Society, that it 
m^ht eafily he carried op, if the Mgfters 
concurred. There arc fopfie Inftances, 
where the Nfgroes have in a little Time, 
gained a fufiicient Knowledge of our Faith, 
^nd been induced t^ lead fober J^ives, 
when their Mafters fa^owed their Inftru- 
ftion. The Reverend Mr. ^aylor^ lately 
Miffionary at St. Andrew's Parifti in Soutb- 
Carolina^ wrote to the Society in 17 13, 
an inftance of this Nature j which for the. 
juft Honour of the two religious Qep tie- 
women mentioned, ought not to be paffed 

liirz. Haige BcO^^^ here. " Mrs. Haige and Mrs. £</-. 
Mrs. Edioards « warJsy who Came lately to this Pl$^ta- 
to have their V tion, havc tai;en extraordinary P^ins to 
Slaves infiru- 4. inftru^ a confidcraWe Number of Ne- 

^* groes, in the Principles of the Chriftian 
•* Religion, and to ];;eclaini ai^d reform 
" them. The wonderful Succefs they 
•^ met with, in about half a Years Time, 
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f* encouraged me to go and examine 
** thofe NegroeSy about their Knowledge in 
" Chriftianity; they declared to me their 
" Faith in the chief Articles of our Re- 
" ligion, which they fufficiently explained ; 
" they rehearfed by Heart very diftinftly, 
" the Creed, the Lord's Prayer, and Ten 
" Commandments ; fourteen of them gave 
" me fo great Satisfaftion, and were fo 
" very defirous to be baptized, that I 
«* thought it my Duty to do it on the 
laft Lord's Day. I doubt not but thele 
Gentlewomen will prepare the reft of 
them for Baptifm in a little Time s and 
<* I hope the good Example of thefe two 
" Gentlewomen, will provoke at leaft fome 
" Matters and Miftreffes, to take the fame 
" Care and Pains with their poor Negroes. 

The Clergy of South-Carolina did, in 
a joint Letter to the Society, after a Re- 
prefentation made of the State of the ^ 

Church there, acquaint them, that Mr.^^^^j^s Slaves 
Skeen, his Lady, and Mrs. Haige his»^«*^^ . 
Sifter , did ufe great Care to have 
their Negroes inftrufted and baptized. 
And the Reverend Mr. Varnody Miflio- 
nary in that Parifh, did at the fame Time, 
write to the Society, that he had baptized 
in the foregoing Year, eight Negroe Chil* 

R 4 dren. 
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dren, belonging to Mr. Sheen and Mrs. 
Haige^ who, he fays, " took great Pains 
*' to have their Slaves inftrufted in our 
" Faith, and that, at once, he had 19 iV>- 
" groes Communicants. 

The Society have been alvvrays fenfible, 
the moil cfFedtual Way to convert the 
Negroes, was by engaging their Mailers, 

The Bifhop « . ^ 

of St. A/afh to countenance and promote their Con- 

iSite^f Se2 ^^^^^^^- The late Biihop of St. ^faphy 
mon on the Dr. Fleefwood, preached a Sermon before 
ain^^^ iv^-^his Society in the Year 1711, fetting forth 
groes. xhQ Duty of inftru6tirig the Negraes in the 

Chriftian Religion. The Society thought 
this, fo ufeful a Difcourfe, that they printed 
and difperfed abroad in the Plantations, 
great Numbers of that Sermon in the 
fame Year; and lately in the Year 1725, 
reprinted the fame, and difperfed again 
large Numbers. The prefent Bifhop of 
London (Dr. Gib/on) became a fecond Ad- 
vocate for the Converfion of the Negroes; 
TheBifliopand wrote two Letters on this Subjed:: 
Sf^SsThe firft, AddrefTed to the Majiers and 
two Letters Mijirejfes of Families in the Englifli Plan-- 
Subjca. tations abroad, exhorting them to encourage 
andpfomote the InJiruSiion of their Ne- 
groes in the Chrijiian Faith. The Second^ 
10 the Mijfionaries there; direSUng them 

to 



the Negro^ Slaves. 249 

to dijlribute the /aid Letter^ and exhorting 
them to give their jfjjijiance^ towards the 
InJlriiSiion of the Negroes within their 
fever al Parifies. 

The Society were perfuaded, this was 
the true Method to remove the gi*eat 
Obftruftion of their Converfion, and hoping 
fo particular an Application to the Mafters 
and Miftreflcs, from the See of London^ 
would have the ftrongeft Influence ; they 
printed ten Thoufand Copies ot the Let- 
ter to the Majiers and MiJireJfeSy which have 
been fent to all the Colonies on the Conti- 
nent, and to all our Iflands in the If^efi^ 
Indies, to be diftributed among the Mailers 
of Families, and other Inhabitants. The 
Society have received Accounts^ that thefe 
Letters have influenced many Mailers of 
Families to have their Negroes inilru&ed j 
and hope they will have at length, the de- 
iired EfFedt. 

The Biihop of London foon after wrote 
jln Addrefs to Serious Chrijlians among our 
felves, to Affifi the Society for Propagating 
the Gofpel in carrying on this Worki a 
Number of Copies whereof, hath been 
printed and difperfed in feveral Places in 
Br^land. The Addrefs and Letters follow 
next. An 
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^ J7)1^KESS to Serious CJbr0ians 
among our fehesy f^Afllft ri&^ Society 
for Propagating the Gofpel, in carry^ 
ing on the Work of InftruSiing tbo Ke- 
groes in our Plantations abroad. 

TH E Dcfign of the two follow- 
ing Letters^ which have been 
lately fent to our Plantations 
abroad^ is^ L To. convince the Mafters 
and Miftrefles there, of the Obligation 
they are under, to inftruA their Negroes 
in the Chriftiin Rel%ion. IL To anfwcr 
the QbjeAions that are ufually made againfl 
i^ : And III To exhort the Minitlers 
and Sehoolniailers within the feveral Pa* 
rifhes, to Affift in this good Work, as far 
as the proper Bufincfs of their Stations 
will pcnpit. 

But the Negroca in feveral of the Plan- 
tations being vaiUy numerous, and the 
Parifhes very large; the utmoft that Mi- 
nifters and Schoolmafters can do, will fall 
far ihort of the necefiary Attendance and 

Ap- 
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Application which this Work requires, 
Aw4 it i$ too plaift frpm Experience, that 

vf ry many 9^ the Matters an4 Miftr^flfes 
are either unfiWc pr wpwilUng to provide 

for ^he Jnftruaiqn of thofc popr Creatures, 
at Icail in fuch a Way as «iay effeftually 
attain the End ; and wherever that is the 
Cafe, they are unavoidably condemned, 
in a Chriftian Country, to live afid die 
in Heathen Idplatry, and in an utter Ig- 
npraoce of the the true God. 

This is a very dff^h^ahle Sight in a 
Country v^here the Gpfpel of Christ 

i$ profcfs'd and puhUc^kly pro*ch'di and 
every Chriftian who heUevw ihe Prq^ 
mifes. of the Gofpel, and is concerned in 
earneft for theH<)nour of C«ri9t, and 
the Salvation of Souk, muft he fenfibly 
affected with the Thoflght of it. Which 
will of Courfe kad and diJTpofe him to 
countenance and fupport any Meafures 
that ihall be entred into, for doing Juftice 
to our common Chriftianity, and deliver*- 
ing the Proteftant Name from fo great 
a ^epTMcb. For, to do R^ht to* the Fa^ 
piftsy both the Inhabitants of thoit Plan*^ 
tations abroad, and the feveral Countries 
in Europe to vYhich tfery belpi^, have 
ihcwn a laudable Cue fnd Cpmoem in this 

Mat* 
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Matter. Only, it is to be wifli'd, that 
their Care to fee them InJiruStedy were 
equal to their Zeal to have them Baptized ; 
and that greater Strefs were laid upon 
bringing them to a Knowledge oi the Chri^ 
ftian Faith, than upon barely giving them 
the Name of Chriftians. 

The Society for Propagating the Go/pel 
in Foreign PartSy have this Affair much at 
Heart ; and, having lately had it under 
their Confideration, are unanimoufly of 
Opinion, That nothing Would give fo 
q\jick«ind effedhial a Progrefs to the Work, 
as the fending Catecbi^s from hence : 
Whofe only Bufinefs it (hould be, to inftrudk 
the Negroes, within particular Diftrids to 
be Ailign'd to them, and who, having no 
Avocations of any Kind, would be at full 
Liberty to attend the moft proper Times 
and Seafons for Inftru£feion, and employing 
their Thoughjts wholly in that Way, would 
be far better acquainted with the proper 
Methods -of proceeding ih the Work, and 
alfb purfueixhofe Methods more clofely, 
than zay* Occajional Inftruftor can be fup« 
pos'd to do. 

But the prafent yearly Subfcriptions 
of the Society ^re employed and exhaufted 

in 
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in maintaining Minifters in the Plantations, 
to Officiate to our own People, in Places 
where they are not able to Support the 
Charge themfelves, and where they would 
quickly fall into a State of Heathenifm, 
or fomething like it, if Provifion were not 
made for a ftanding Miniftry among them. 
So that the Society can be in no Con- 
dition to maintain Catechifts for the In- 
ftru<aion of the Negroes, unlefs pious and 
well-difpofed Chriftians among our felves 
(hall lay this Matter to Heart, and enable 
them to proceed in it by Contributions 
given for that purpofe, and to be lolely 
appropriated to that Ufe. 

The Piety, as well as the Neceffity and 
Importance, of promoting this Work, and 
entring into proper Methods for that End, are 
fet forth in the following Letters, to which 
the Reader is refer r'd. But leaft this (hould 
feem to be only the Concern of the Planters 
abroad, I will add fome Confiderations 
which may induce all Chrijlians as fuch, 
to think it a Work worthy of their Regard, 
and incline them to further it according to 
their Power and Ability. 

I. T H K Firft is. That as the Chriftian 

Church upon Earth is one, being joined to- 
gether 
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gcthcr in the fame Faiths and In the totti^ 
mon Bond of L6ve and Unity, under 
Christ its Head ; fo the fupporting and 
enlarging of that Church, is juftly to be 
cfteemcd the Common Cauje of Chriftiahity, 
or, in other Words, the general Concern of 
Chriftians, all the World over. And if we 
do not defire to fee it propagated throughout 
the World, it is a certain Sign, that we are 
not fufficiently concerned for the Honour of 
Christ, nor duly fenfible of the Greatnefs 
of the Gofpel Pfomifes, and of the incfti- 
mable Value of a Soul. 

11. From hence it follows, that altho* 
our own Families, Relations, Neighbours, 
and Country, claim the firft Place in our 
Care arid Concern for Religion, yet no Di- 
ftance of Place, how great foever it be, is a 
fufficient Excufe froni Endeavouring to Pro- 
pagate the Gofpel, where we fee there is 
Need, and a fit Opportunity offers, and it 
is fairly in our Power. On the contrary, the 
more remote we afe from the Country to 
which we do at any Time eiterid our Care 
and Affiftance, the greatfef Teftimoiiy it i* 
of our Zeal for the Glory of God, arid thtf 
Salvation of Souls. 
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HI. But, "thirdly. The Souls for which 
I am now pleading, have a more particular 
Claim to our Regard, as they are truly a 
Part of our own Nation, and live under 
the fame Government with our felves, and, 
which is more, contribute much by their 
Labour to the Support of our Government, 
and the Increafe of the Trade and Weahh 
of this Kingdom. In the following Letter, 
the Matters in the Plantations are put in 
Mind of the great Profit arifing to them 
from the Labour of the Negroes, as one 
Argument why they ihould be willing to be 
at ibme Expence in inftrufting them. And 
the fame Argument extends, in Proportion 
to this Nation in general, which is greatly 
benefited by their Labour; and more par- 
ticularly does it extend to fuch among us, 
who either have Poffeflions in thofe Parts, 
or have been enrich'd by Trading to them. 

IV. As the Progrefs which one fingle 
Catechift makes, may be very great, when 
it is his whole Employment ; fo every Perfon 
who contributes to the Maintenance of that 
one, has the Satisfaction to think that he is 
an Inftrument under G o d, of Converting 
and Saving a proportionable Number of 
Souls. Some few Seeds caft into this Ground, 
' . / ! and 
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and watered by the Bleffing of G o d, may 
produce an Increafe exceeding greats and 
will be no fmall Addition to our Happinefs in 
Heaven. But whatever the Succefi be, fuch 
fincere Teftimonies of a Defire to fee the 
Gofpel propagated, and fuch Charitable 
Endeavours for the Salvation of our Fellow- 
Creatures, will moft affuredly find a very 
plentiful Reward from the Hands of G o d. 

And may it pleafe Him to open the 
Hearts of Chrlftians, and to difpofe them, 
according to their fcveral Abilities, to affift 
in carrying on this good Work, for the 
Glory of his Name, and the Eternal Wei-, 
fare of fo many Thoufand Souls. 
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LETTER L 

77;e Si/bop ef IjOVdov's Letter to the 
Mafters and Miftrefles rf FamiHes in 
the EnglUh TUmtatms abroadi Ex- 
horting them to encourage and promote 
the BifirviSien of their Negroes in the 
ChriJHan Faith. 

TH £ Care of the Plantations abroad 
being committed to theBifliop of 
London as to Religious Affairs ; 
I have thought it my Duty to make par- 
ticular Enquiries into the State of Religion 
in thofe Parts^ and to learn> amuong othtr 
Things, what Numbers of Slaves are em- 
ployed within the feveral Governments, 
and what Means are ufed fpr their Inftru- 
^ion in the Chriftian Faith. I find the 
Numbers are prodigiouily great ; and am 
not a little troubled, to obferve how fmall 
a Progrefs has been made in a Chriftian 
Country, towards the delivering thofe 
poor Creatures from the Pagan Darkneis 

S and 
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and Supcrftition in which they were bred, 
and the making them Partakers of the 
Light of the Gofpel, and of the Bleffings 
and Benefits belonging to it. And, which 
is yet more to be lamented^ I find there 
has not only been very little Progrefs made 
in the Work, but that all Attempts towards 
it have bew by. tog ifta^iy iijyduftiiouflji? 
difcouiaged and hiadi:«4 ; partly, by mag-* 
nifying thei Z)^c:«/f /« Qftiie Wprk beyond 
what they really are v ajad partly, by rai- 
ftakca Suggeftipns of thfc.Chang;^' which 
Baptifm would make in the Cpndiuon of 
the Negroesy to the Lofs and Difadvantage 
of their Mailers. 



I. As to the Difiicultitfis ; it may be 
pleaded^ That the Negroes are grmvn Fer- 
fins vi^Ntn they come over, and that hav- 
ing been aecuftomed to the Pagan Rites 
and Idolatries of their own Country, they 
ar^ prejudiced againft all other Religions, 
and niore particularly againft the Chri- 
ftian, as forbidding all that Licentioufnefs 
^hich is ufually pra£tifed among the Hea-- 
thens. But if this were a good Argument 
againft attempting the Converfion of Ne- 
groes, it would follow, that the Gofpel is 
never to be further propagated than it i*' 
at prefcnt, and that no Endeavours are 

to 
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to be lifed' for the Converfion of Heathens^ 
at any Time, or in any Country whatfo- 
ever ; becaufc all Heathens have been ac- 
cuftomed to Pagan Rites and Idolatries, 
and to fuch vicious and licentious Living 
as the Chriftian Religion forbids. But yet, 
G o D be thanked, Heathens have been con- 
verted, and Chriftianity propagated, in all 
Ages, and almoft all Countries, through 
the Zeal and Diligence of pious and good 
Men } and this, without the Help of Mi- 
racles. And if the prefent Age be as zea- 
lous and diligent in purfuing the proper 
Means of Converfion, we have no Reafon 
to doubt, but that the Divine Affiftance is, 
and will be, the fame in all Ages. 

But a farther Difficulty is, that they 
are utter Strangers to our Language, and 
we to theirs ; and the Gift of Tongues be- 
ing now ccafed, there is no Means left of 
inftrudling them in the Doftrines of the 
Chriftian Religion. And this, I own, is 
a real Difficulty, as long as it continues, 
and as far as it reaches. But, if I am rightly 
informed, many of the Negroes, who are 
grown Perfons when they come over, do 
of themfelves attain fo much of our Lan- 
guage, as enables them to underftand, and 
to be underftood, in Things which con- 

S 2 cera 



26o "Bf. of London s Letter 

cern the ordinary Bufinefs of Life 5 and 
they who can go fo far of their own ac- 
cord^ might doubtlefs be carried much far-* 
ther, if proper Methods and Endeavours 
were ufed to bring them to a competent 
Knowledge of our Language, with a pious 
View to the inftrufting them in the Do- 
ctrines of our Religion. At leaft, fome of 
them, who are more capable and more fe- 
rious than the reft, might be eafily inftru- 
d:ed both in our Language and Religion, 
and then be made ufe of to convey Inftru- 
£tion to the reft in their own Language^ 
And this, one would hope, may be done 
with great Eafe, wherever there is a hearty 
and fincere Zeal for the Work. 

But whatever Difficulties there may be 
in inftruding thofe who are grown-up be- 
fore they are brought over ; there are not 
the like Difficulties in the Cafe of their 
Children, who are born and bred in our 
Plantations, who have never been ac- 
cuftomed to Pagan Rites and Superftitions, 
and who may eafily be train'd up, like all 
other Children, to any Language whatr^ 
foever, and particularly to our own ; if 
the making them good Chriftians be iin- 
cerely the Defire and Intention of thofe» 
who have the Property in them^ and the 
Government over them* But 
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But fuppofing the DifHculties to be 
much greater than I imagine ; they arc 
not fuch as render the Work impoffible^ 
fo as to leave no Hope of any Degree of 
Succefs ; and nothing lefs than an Impojji'^ 
hility of doing any good at all, can war- 
rant our giving over and laying afide all 
Means and Endeavours, where the Pro- 
pagation of the Gofpel, and the faving of 
Souls, are immediately concerned. 

Many Undertakings look far more im- 
pradicable before Trial, than they are after- 
wards found to be in Experience; efpe- 
cially, where there is not a good Heart 
to go about them: And it is frequently 
obferved, that fmall Beginnings, when pur^- 
fued with Refolution, are attended with 
great and furprizing Succefs. But in no 
Cafe 18 the Succefs more great and fur- 
prizing, than ivhen good Men engage in 
the Caufe of G o d and Religion, out of a 
juft Senfe of the ineftimable Value of a 
Soul, and in a full and well-grounded Af- 
furance that their honeft Defigns and En- 
deavours for the promoting Religion, will 
be fupported by a fpecial Bleiiing from 
Cor. 

S3 lam 
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I am loath to think fo hardly of any 
Chrifiian Mafter, as to fuppofe that he can 
dtliberately hinder his Negroes from being 
inftru^ted in the Chriftian Faith s or, which 
is the fame Thing, that he can, upon fober 
and mature Confideration of the Cafe, fi- 
nally refolve to deny them the Means and 
Opportunities of Inftru<£lion ; Much lefs 
may I believe, that he can, after he has 
ferioufly weighed this Matter, permit them 
to labour on the Lord's Day ; and leaft of 
all, that he can put them under a kind of 
Necejfity of labouring on that Day, to pro- 
vide themfelves with the Conveniencies of 
Life ; fince our Religion fo plainly teaches 
us, That God has given one Day infeven 
to be a Day of Reft, not only to Man, but 
to the Beafts ; That it is a Day which is 
appointed by Him for the Irnprovement 
of the Soul, as well as the Refrcfliment of 
the Body ^ and that it is a Duty incum- 
bent upon Mafters, to take Care that all 
Perfons, who arc under their Government, 
keep this Day holy, and employ it to the 
pious and wife Purpofcs, for which G o p, 
our great Lord and Mafter, intended it. 
Nor can I think fo hardly of any Miflio- 
pary, who ftiall be defired by the Mafter 
^p direct ^nd aiiift in the Inftrudioi) of his 

Ne- 
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Negroes (cither on that Day, or on any 
other, when he (hall be more at Leifurc,) 
as to fuppofe that he will not embrace fuch 
Invitation with the utmoft Readinefs and 
Chearfulnefs, and giye all the Help that 
is fairly coniiflent with the neceifary Duties 
of his Function, as a Parochial Minifter. 

If it be faid, That no Time can be fpared 
from the daily Labour and Employment of 
the Negroes, to inftrudt them in the Chri- 
Aian Religion; this is in EiFedt to fay, 
that no Confideration of propagating the 
Goipel of God, or Saving the Souls of 
Men, is to make the leqfi Abatement from 
the temporal Profit of the Mafters ; and 
that God cannot, or will not, make up 
the little they may lofe in that Way, by 
blefling and profpering their Undertakings 
by Sea and Land, as a jufl Reward of their 
Zeal for his Glory, and the Salvation of 
Mens Souls. In this Cafe, I may well rea* 
fon as St. Panl does in a Cafe not unlike 
it, that if they make you Partakers of their 
temporal Things (of their Strength and Spi- 
rits, and even of their Offspring) you ought 
to make them Partakers of your fpiritual 
Things, tho' it (hould abate fomewhat from 
the Profit which you might otherwife re- 
ceive from their Labours. And confider* 

S 4 ing 
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ing the Greatnefs of the Profit that is re* 
ceived from their Labours, it might be 
hop'd that all Chriftian Mailers, thofe efpe* 
cially who are poiTefs'd of coniiderable Num- 
bers, ihould alfo be at fome fmall Expence 
in providing for the Inilrudion of thofe 
poor Creatures; and that others, whofe 
Numbers are lefs, and who dwell in the 
iame Neighbourhoo4, fliould join in the 
Expence of a common Teacher, for the 
Negroes belonging to them* The Society 
for Propagating the Gofpel in Foreign 
Parts, are fufiiciently fenfible of the great 
Importance and Neceffity of fuch an efta- 
bliilied and regular Provifion for the In- 
ftrudtion of the Negroes, and earneftly 
wifli and p^ay, that it may pleafe Go© 
to put it into the Hearts of good Chriftians, 
to enable them to aflift in the Work, by 
feafonable Contributions for that End ; 
but at prefent their Fund does fcarce en- 
able them to anfwer the many Demands 
of Miffionaries, for the Performance of 
Divine Service in the poorer Settlements, 
which are not in a Condition to maintain 
them at their own Charge. 

IL But it is further pleaded. That the 
Inftru£tion of Heathens in the Chriftian 
Faith, is in order to their Baptifha ; and 

that 
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that not only the ^ime to be allowed for 
Inftruding them, would be an Abatement 
from th^ Profits of their Labour, but alfo 
that the Baptizing them when inftru£ted, 
would deftroy both \the Property which 
the Mafters have in them as Slaves bought 
with their Money, and the Right of felling 
them again at Pleafure } and that the ma- 
king them Chriftians, only makes them lefs 
diligent, and more ungovernable. 

T o which 'it may be very truly rcply'd. 
That Chriftianity, and the embracing^ of 
the Gofpel, does not make the leaft Al- 
teration in Civil Property, or in any of 
the Duties which belong to Civil Rela- 
tions ', but in all theie Refpe£t$, it continues 
Perfons juft in the fame State as it found 
them. The Freedom which Chriftianity 
gives, is a Freedom from the Bondage of 
Sin and Satan, and from the Dominion of 
Mens Lufls and Paffions and inordinate 
Defires ; but as to their outward Condition, 
whatever that was before, whether bond 
or free, their being baptized, and becom- 
ing Chriftians, makes no manner of Change 
in it : As St. Paul has exprefly told us, 
I Cor. vii. 20. where he is fpeaking dire^ly 
to this very Point, Let every Man abide 
in the fame Calling wherein he was called ; 

and 
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and at the 24* Vcrfc, Let every Man 
wherein he is called^ therein abide with 
God. And fo far is Chriftianity from dif- 
charging Men from the Duties of the Sta- 
tion and Condition in which it found them> 
that it lays them under ftrongcr Obligations 
to perform thofe Duties with the greatefl 
Diligence and Fidelity, not only from the 
Fear of Men, but from a Senfe of Duty 
to God, and the Belief and Expedation 
of a future Account. So that to fay, that 
Chriftianity tends to make Men lefs ob- 
iervant of their Duty in anyRefpedt, is a 
Reproach that it is very far from deferv- 
ing ; and a Reproach, that is confuted by 
the whole Tenor of the Gofpel Precepts, 
which inculcate upon all, and particu- 
larly upon Servants (many of whom were 
then in the Condition of Slaves) a faith- 
ful and diligent Difcharge of the Duties 
belonging to their feveral Stations, out of 
Confcience towards God: And it is alfo 
confuted by our own Reafon, which tells 
us how much more forcible and conftant 
the Reftraint of Confcience is, than the 
Reftraint of Fear ; and laft of all, it is 
confuted by Experience, which teaches 
us the great Value of thofe Servants who 
are truly Religious, compared with thofe 
who have no Senfe, of Religion. 

As 
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As to their being more ungovernable 
after Baptifm^ than before ; it is certain 
that the Gofpcl every yrhere enjoins, not 
only Diligence and Fidelity, but alfo 06e^ 
dience^ for Confcience Sake i and does not 
deprive Matters of any proper Methods of 
enforcing Obedience, vrhere they appear 
to be neceifary. Humanity forbids all 
cruel and barbarous Treatment of our 
Fellov^^-Creatures, and will not fuffer us to 
confider a Being that is endow'd veith Rea- 
fon, upon a Level with Brutes; and 
Chriflianity takes not out of the Hands of 
Superiors any Degrees of StriiStnefs and 
Severity, that fairly appear to be neceflary 
for the preferving Subjedtion and Govern- 
ment. The general Law, both of Hu- 
manity and of Chriflianity, is Kindnefs, 
Gentlenefs, and Companion, towards all 
Mankind, of what Nation or Condition fo- 
ever they be; and therefore we are to 
make the Exercife of thofe amiable Vir- 
tues, our Choice and Defre^ and to have 
Recourfe to fevere and rigorous Methods 
unwillingly, and only out of Neceflity. 
Of this Necejfity^ you your felves remain 
the Judges, as much after they receive 
Baptifm, as before \ fo that Tou can be 

in 
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in no Danger of fuffering by the Change; 
and as to T^htm^ the greateil Hardfhips 
that the moft fevere Mailer can inflia: 
upon tHem, is not to be compared to the 
Cruelty of keeping them in the State of 
Heathenifm^ and depriving them of the 
Means of Salvation, as reached forth to 
all Mankind^ in the Gofpel of Christ. 
And, in Truth, one great Reafon why 
Severity is at all neceffary to maintain 
Government, is the Want of Religion in 
thofe who are to be governed, and who 
therefore are not to be kept to their Duty 
by any Thing but Fear and terror ; than 
which there cannot be a more uneafie 
State, either to thofe who govern, or thofe 
who are governed. 

III. That thefe Things may make 
the greater Impreflion upon you, let me 
befeech you to confider your felves not 
only as Matters, but as Cbrijiian Matters, 
who ttand obliged by your Profeffion to 
do all that your Station and Condition 
enable you to do, towards breaking the 
Power of Satan, and enlarging the King- 
dom of C H R I s T ; and as having a great 
Opportunity put into your Hands, of 
helping-on this Work, by the Influence 

which 
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which God has given you over Aich a 
Number of Heathen Idolaters, who ftill 
continue under the Dominion of Satan* 
In the next Place, let me befeech you to 
confider ^bem^ not barely as Slaves, and 
upon the fame Level with labouring Beafts, 
but as Men-Slzvcs and /ir(?i«^«-Slaves, who 
have the fame Frame and Faculties with 
your felves, and have Souls capable of 
being made eternally happy, and Reafon 
and Underftanding to receive Inftrudion 
in order to it. If they came from abroad, 
let it not be faid, that they are as far 
from the Knowledge of Christ in a 
Chriftian Country, as when they dwelt 
among Pagan Idolaters* If they have 
been born among you, and have never 
breathed any Air but that of a Chriftian 
Cotmtry, let them not be as much Stran- 
gers to Christ, as if they had been 
uanfplanted, as foon as born, into a Coun* 
ity of Pagan Idolaters. 

Hoping that thefe and the like Con- 
iiderations will move you to lay this Mat- 
ter feriouily to Heart, and excite you to 
ufe the beft Means in your Power towards 
fo good and pious a Work } I cannot omit 
to fuggeft to you one of the beft Motives 

that 



that can fee tiVd, for difpofing the Hea- 
thens to embrace Chtiftianity ; and that 
is, the good Lives of Cbrijiians. Let them 
fee, in you and your Families, Examples 
of Sobriety, Temperance and Chaftity, and 
of all the other Virtues and Graces of the 
Chriftian Life. Let them obferve how 
ftriaiy you oblige your felves, and all that 
belong to you, to abftain from Curfing 
and Swearing, and to keep the Lord VDay . 
holy, and to attend the publick Worftiip 
of God, and the Ordinances which Christ 
hath appointed in his Gofpel. Make them 
feniible, by the general Tenour of your 
Behaviour and Converfation, that your in* 
ward Temper and Difpofition is fuch as 
the Gpfpel requires, that is to fay, mild, 
gentle, and merciful ; and that as oft as 
you exercife Rigour and Severity, it is 
wholly owing to their Idlenefs or Obfti** 
nacy. By thefe Means, you will open 
their Hearts to Inftruftion, and prepare 
them to receive the Truths of the Gofpel; 
to which if you add a pious Endeavour and 
Concern to fee them duly kiftruded, you 
may become the Inftrument of faving many 
Souls, and will not only fecure a Bleffing 
from God upon all your Undertakings in 
this World, but entitle your felves to that 

di- 
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diilinguifliing Reward in the next, which 
will be given to all thofc who have been 
zcatoua in their Endeavours to pcomote 
the Salvation of Men, and enlarge the King- 
dom of Christ. And that you may be 
found in that Number at the great Day of 
Accounts, is the fmcere Define and wmeft 
Prayer of . 

Your faithful Friend, 



May ip. 

Earn. London, 



LETTER 
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LETTER II. 

SrX^^ IBifbif of LondokV Ijetter to the 
Missionaries in the "Evi^)!^ Tlan^ 
tations ; Exbortitig ibem to give their 
Affiance towards the Inftrufiion of 
the Negroes of their fever al T arches y 
in the ChriJUan Faith. 

Good Brother, 

HAVING underftood by many Let- 
ters from the Plantations, and by 
the Accounts of Perfons who have 
come from thence, that very little Pro- 
grefs hath hitherto been made in the Con- 
verfion of tht Negroes to the Chriftian Faith; 
1 have thought it proper for me to lay before 
the Mailers and Miftreffes the Obligations 
they are under, to promote and encourage 
that pious and neceffary Work. This I 
have done in a Letter directed to them; 
of which you will receive feveral Copies, 
in order to be diftributed to thofe who 
have Negroes iji your own Parifh i and I 

muft 
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muft entreat you, when you put the Let- 
ter into their Hands, to enforce the De- 

fign of it by any further Arguments that 

you ihall think proper to be ufed, and 

alfo to afTure them of your own Affiftance 

in carrying on the Work. 

I am aware, that in the Plantations! 
where the Parifhes are of fo large Extent, 
the Care and Labour of the Parochial 
Minifters miift be great; but yet I per- 
fuade my felf, that many vacant Hours 
may be fpared from the other Paftoral 
Duties, to be beftow'd on this; and I 
cannot doubt of the Readinefs of every 
Mifiionary in his own Parifh, to promote 
and further a Work fo charitable to the 
Souls of Men, and fo agreeable to the 
great End and Deiign of his Miffion. 

As to thofe Minifters who have Ne- 
groes of their own ; I cannot but efteem 
it their indifpenfable Duty to ufe their 
beft Endeavours to inftrud them in the 
Chriftian Religion, in order to their being 
baptized; both becaufe fuch Negroes are 
their proper and immediate Care, and 
becaufe it is in vain to hope that other 
Mafters and Miftreffes will exert them- 
felves in this Work, if they fee it wholly 

T neg- 
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neglcdcd, or bijt coldly, purfued, in the 
Families of the Clergy* So that any De- 
gree of Neglcdl on your Part, in the In- 
ftrudion of your own Negroes, would not 
only be the with-holding from them the 
ineftimable Benefits of Chriftianity, but 
would evidently tend to the obftrudting 
and defeating the 'whole Dejign in every 
other Family. 

I would alfo hope, that the School- 
mafters in the feveral Pariflies, part of 

whofe Bufinefs it is to inftruft Youth in 
the Principles of Chriftianity, might con- 
tribute fomewhat towards the carrying 
on this Work j by being ready to beftow 
upon it fome of their Leifure Time, and 
efpecially on the Lord's-Day, when both 
they and the Negroes are moft at Liberty, 
and the Clergy are taken up with the 
publick Duties of their .Fundtion. And 
tho' the Affiftance they give to this pious 
Defign, fhould not meet with any Re- 
ward from Men, yet their Comfort may 
be,^ that it is the Work of G o d, and will 
afluredly be rewarded by him^ and the 
lefs they are obliged to this on Account 
of any Reward they receive from Mefty 
the gj'eater will their Reward be from 
the Hands of God. I muft therefore in* 

treat 
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treat you to recommend it to them in 
my Nam6, and to difpofe them by all 
proper Arguments and Perfuafions to turn 
their Thought ferioufly to it, and to be 
always ready to offer and lend their Affift- 
ance, at their LeiTure Hours. 

And fo, not doubting of your ready 
and zealous Concurrence in promoting 
this important Work, and carneftly bcg- 
girlg a Blefling from God upon this 
and all your other Paftoral Labours, I 



Your a^Aionate Friend 

and Brother, 



T % CHAP. 
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C H A.P. XI. 

T'Jbe Iroquois horder on Ndw-York and 
New-England. The Genius of the 
Northern Indians^ and the Gmditim <f 

* 

their Countries. The JB^/^Bellamont, 
Governor of New- York, reprefents the 
Want of MiJJionaries for infiruEiing the 
Iroquois. Jn Order of the f^en and 
Council for their Inftru^ion. The Society 
fend the Reverend Mr. Thoroughgood 
Moor MiJJionary to them. His Labours ; 
they prove firuitlefs i he efnbarks for Eng- 
land ; he and all the Ship's Crew are loft 
at Sea. Four Sachems or Indian Kings 
arri'oe in England \ they defire a Miffio- 
nary to inftru^ them and their Teople : 
They return home. Mr. Andrews is 
fent Mijfumary to the Mohocks. A Fort 
is built among them. Th^ refufe to let 
their Children learn Englifli. Some 
Chapters of the'Bible^ and part of our 
Common-Trayery tranjlated into the Indi- 
an-Iroquois Xr^7fi[^i/^|[^ ; feme few Indians 
are taught. The Mohocks will not fend 
their Children to School: refufe to come 

to 
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U he inftrutied, il^. Andrews repre- 
fents all bis Lahwrs prove u^elcfs. 
Leaves this Mijfm* 

TH E Indians bordering on the Co- The iroqueis 
lony of New-Tork, are the /^«-K5J«h1 
quoisj or five Nations, once a very New-Eni/and. 
numerous People ; they deferved the firft 
Regard of the Englijh upon two Accounts ; 
they drove a confiderable Trade with the 
Englijh in Beaver at Albany y and were the 
Frontier Nations againft the French Set- 
tlement at S^iiebecky and the Canada Indians 
their Allies ; who in Conjundtion have fe- 
veral Times ravaged the Frontiers of New-- 
England and New^Tork. It was neceffary, 
upon a civil as well as religious Accoimt, 
that the Society fhould employ their firil La- 
bours in endeavouring their Converfion> 
and accordingly they did fend the firft Mif* 
fionaries among thefe People. Before I 
give an Account of the Society's Endea- 
vours, it is neceffary to make fome Re- 
marks on the Genius of the Northern A- 
mericansy and on the Condition of the 
Countries they inhabited. 

2. It is firft to be obferved, that the Genius ThcGeniu^of 
and Temper of the Northern Americans is ^^ iro^s. 

T 3 very 
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very difS:rent from thoiW ef tfee 5(»/^r« 

Continent. The qbc« mighty ]Bn[ipir«s\of 

TYiftNorth'A' ^^^^^^ and Peru were filjftd w^th a Pco- 

«mVii» ^<//-ple civilized, which lived a fettled Life, 

harians. built ftately Cities and Towns, cultivated 

the Ground, had a Pagan Religion, lifed 
the Arts of Government, and Difcipline of 
War, and did certainly appear not only 
capable, but willing to receive all the 
more curious Arts the Europeans could 
teach them. But, on the contrary, the 
Northern Americans bordering on the JBr/- 
tijh Colonies were utterly Barbarian^ nei- 
ther built Cities, nor cultivated the Ground, 
knew nothing of Morality or the common 
Decencies of human Life, were divided 
into numerous fmall Tribes, wandred na- 
ked in vaft Defarts and Woods^ leading a 
Beftial Life, in perpetual Wars with each 
other, carried on with extream Cruelty, 
iuftaining themfelvcs with hunting, fifliing, 
and the fpontaneous Produfts of the Earth. 
In ftiort, as different from the Mexicans or 
Peruvians^ as the Hords of Siberia and 
Canary are from the Elegance and Ci* 
Vility of the Southern Nations of Europe. 

All their 3. Besides, the Country was asrude as 

Sld^^^^^^ the Inhabitants. When the EngUPy pcr- 

without any haps prompted by the vaft Trcafures tHe 

'^°-'"' ^ ^ ^ Spaniard,- 
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S^anUrJs had got in Mexico and Peru^ 
made their Settlements in North- America^ 
they were difappointed in their Hopes. 
They found no fuch Countries as the Spa-^ 
niards had, no Mines of Gold or Silver, 
no rich Cities like Mexico-^ but a naked 
and rude Country and People : The £«- 
glijh took nothing from the Natives but 
an uncultivated Soil : nay, that too 
they purchafed, tho' for a Trifle, yet that 
was a Price, fince the Natives would not 
turn it to its proper Ufe, and till it. All 
thife Riches drawn from thcfc Lands now 
by the Englijh^ is owing chiefly to their 
own honeft Labour,, fcarce any Thing to 
that of the Natives ; whereas the Wealth 
of the Spaniards^ is to this Day dug out 
of the Mines, at the Expence of the Sweat 
and Blood of the miferable Natives and Ne- 
groes. It is very probable, had the Providence J| 
of G o D direded Columbus^ and the Spantfh ^ 
Fleet, to the Northern-America^ the Poverty 
of the Inhabitants would have fecured the 
Country. The Spaniards vioiM not have 
thought it worth while to make any Settle- 
ments, where nothing was to be got without 
their own Labour V but the iniftienfe Trea- 
fures of the Southern World did fo amaze 
them, that they refolved to get them, (and 

T 4 they 
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they did get them) at the Price of any 
Wickednels* 



? Several of 4. ANOTHER Mattcf to bc hcFC remarked 
triw la/de^ is, thftt majiy of thefe Countries, on which 
folate. ihe Englijh fettled, were not only unculti- 

vated, but almoft defolate, with very few 
Iphabitants, when the Englijh took Pof- 
feflion. Efp^cially New-England (now 
galled) was ^Imoft an abandoned Country. 
The New^England Hiflorian * writes thus ; 
V ^be Summer after tb^e Blazing Star 
(wbofe Motion in the Heavens loas from 
Eaft to Weft, pointing out to the Sons of 
Men^ the Progrefs of the glorious Gofpel 
of CHRIST!) even about the Tear 
1 6 18, a little before the Removal of the 
^\ Church ofCHRISXtol<icv/-Eng\Md, 
as the ancient Indians report ^ there befel 
a great Mortality amo$g thorny the great eji 
Difeafes fall «« fhat cvfr the Memory , of Father to Son 
^^^Kthc^^Jook Notice of y chiefly defolating thofe 
i^gitA came <t Places where theEngllih ajtcrword planted 

^^ th^ County of Pockanoclpiy Agiflawang, 
.".// was almofl wholly deferted^ infomucb 
that the Neighbour Indians did abandon 
thofe Places for Piar of Deaths fleeing 
more W^(l and by South, objerving that 
the Ea(l and by Northern Parts were 

'' moft 

Vid» fftfi. ofVtw^BpgUaiiprintedi6i/i.p. itf. 
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'* ^ojt f^it ^^'^ the Contagkn. . *r$f Abor* 
** ginny Men^ confifting of Mattachiifetts, 
" Whippanaps, tf «^ Tarratincs, *w ere greatly 
" nviakenedy and moriijpeci ally the three 
c* Kingdoms or Saggiaimore Shi pi of the 
" Mattachufetts, nvhonvere before this Mor- r^^^j^^^^ 
<* talitv moli' fopulousy having under ihefn NetB-mMgUni 
^^ feven Dukedoms^ or petty Saggamorcs. f^cpt away, 
" "fbe Nianticks /?«i ' Narraganfttts, ^^^^orJ^"^ 
" before thii I'ime were but of little Note^ 
yet nverethey now nhicb increafed by fucb 
as fled thither for Fear of Death, "the 
Pccods (who retained the Name of a 
^' Wdrlike People^ till afterwards conquered 
^* by the Englifti) were alfb Jmiiteh at this 
** Y/W. l^eir Dijeafe being a fore Con- 
t^ fumption^ fweeping away whole Families^ 
*♦ chiefly young Men andCbildren^ the very 
" Seeds of Increafe. T!heir Powwowes, 
" which ^ are their DoSiors, working partly 
" by Cbarmy partly by Medicine^ were much 
" amazed to fee their Wigwams (Houfes) lie 
" /«// of dead CorpfeSy and now that net-- 
" fher Squamam nor Abomocho could belpy 
^* which are their good and bad God. By 

« this Means, CHRIST not only 

made Room for his People to plants but 

alfo tamed the cruel Hearts of tbefe bar-- 

^ barous Indians, infomuch that half an 

^^ Handful of his People^ landing not long 
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The inJiatgj T H s Indians of S$utb and Nwib^Caro^ 
N^iL^^i^^ we fwcpt «way by Difcafcs and 
^'^^*'' ^^inteftipc Wars. Mr. ^rcbdale, a Pcrfon 
WawttSW of Honour, who had been Governor, of 
«^ Carai^uh wd was a Proprietary, - writes 

thus of 4>cm:: " Proyidfincc was vifible 
^^ in thini^ing the Indi^m^ to make R^oom 
*• fpr, the Englijh. There were two po- 
tent Nations^ the Weftoes and the l^a-^ 
"vannas. who broke out into anuaufya) 
" Civil War, before, the Englijh arrived ; 
** and fi;om nuny Thpufands, reduijed 
" themfelves to a fmall Number. The 
" moft cruel of them, the ^^o^x, were 
*^ drivefi out of the Province i and the 
Savannas continued good Friends and 
ufeful Neighbours .to the Englijh. It 
V^ pleafed God alfo to fend unufual Sick* 
^^ nefTes among them, as the Small Per, 
" Qc. the Pemlico^ Indians in NortlhC^a^ 
retina were lately jfwep^ away by a Pe- 
ftilences and x}[i^QBramim \ify ^. 
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Penjyhania was fett;]l4;d j^ft by xht Swedes 
and Dufcki we know, not in what Con* 
dition they found it,, but whdn Mr.. Pen 
came with the j&;3r^/{)(2^ thither,^ he purch^^ 

of 
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of (He Nfttiv** Ground, 9^ thpy never 

had any Ws»r8 with thw»- '^hfi(t> Jndimf 

alfo feU into wwuM Piftempers ftnddi«4 

perhs^ps it may be coi»6dered ** » Provi^ 

dential Vifitation, at Icaft a judicious Hi- 

ftorian tqlls us, an Indian War Captain, A^^^^ 

in his Sicknefs, made tWs ferious Expoi^u-. Mian, as he 

lation with himfelf *, « fThat /J tt^ Mat-^^ ^'''^^ 

« ter with Us Indians^ that ive are^ thta 

« Jick in our own ^>, and tbefe Str^f^ers 

« well ? 'Tis a$ if (f>ey were fm kitber 

« tp inherit our Landi in our Steads ; 6ut 

«* the JUflfin is pkin, they low the Great 

" GO Dy and we do not." A Refie^on 

«* very furpriiing ill a J?tf r^ar/a« i but Mr. 

** Pen heard it, and attefted it to t^ Matter 

« of Fa^ to the Hiftorian. 

5. T H I s was the Condition of the People 
and Country, when the Englifr made their 
firft Settlements in America : The Peo- 
ple were poor and wild, the Countries a 
meer WiWernefs, and almoft defokte. JJ«^Rgfo«» 
The Society did, foon after their Eftabliih-ty« ndeavour- 
ment, endeavour the Converfion of the '^^ J ^f Ac 
Indians bordering on New-Tork. The /«?«»» firft. 
French, and the adjoining Canada Indians, 
had leveral Times, by various Artifices, fc- 
duced them to ravage the Frontier Settle- 
ments 

• fVV. BogUfh Biff ire in Amer. /. itfi. 
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ments of New^Engiand and New-Tork. 
,^5if ^fThc Earl of Bellamont, in the Year 1700, 
prcfcntethc Govemor of New^JTork, made a Repre- 
fio^es to fcntation to the Lords of Trade and Plan- 
?^S** rations here, " that there was a great 
^^^^' *^ ff^ant of feme Minijiers of the Church of 
«* England, to inJiruSi the Jive Nations of 
** Indians,' on the Frontiers ^ New- York, 
" and prevent their being praSiifed upon 
" by French Priefs and JefuitSy '^>ho were 
" converfant among them^ and very indu- 
" frious in perfuading, them^ by Pretences 
** ofReligidn^ to efpoufe the French Intereji. 

Whereupon the Lords Commiilto- 
ners Reprefented it as their humble 

Opinion, " Hhat if a Fund could be 
found for the Maintenance of fuch Mini-^ 
JierSj they might be of very great Ufe 

** and Service^ as well for the Propagation 
of the Reformed Religion^ as for improve 
ing the Intereji of England." This Re- 

prefentation was laid before the Queen in 

Council; upon which the following Or* 

der was made. 

At the Court of St. James s^ the third 
Day of April 1700. Prefent the Queen's 
moil Excellent Majeily in Council. 

Upon 
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" upon reading this Day at the Boards a An Order 
" Reprejentation from the Lords CommiJJio- Q^lenLd^ 
" ners of Trade and Plantations, dated Council con- 
" the fecond of this Months relating to Her aing thcfe In- 
" Majejlfs Province of New-York in A- *'^'- 
" merica, fetting forth among other Things^ 
" that as to the five Nations bordering upon 
" New-York, lea^ the Intrigues of the 
" French of Canada, and the Influence of 
" their Priejisy who frequently converfe^ 
" and fometimes inhabit with /A^<f Indians, 
" Jhould debauch them from Her Majejifs 
" Allegiance^ their Lordjhips are humbly 
" ^f Opiniony that befides the ufual Method 
" of engaging the faid Indians by Prefents ; 
" another Means to prevent the Influence of 
'' the French Mifjionaries among tbemy {and 
*^ thereby more effeBually to fecure their Fi- 
" delity) would bey that two Proteftant Mi- 

nijlers be appoint edy with a competent Al^ 
" lowance, to dwell among themy in order to 
" inJlruB them in the true Religion y and 
" confirm them in their Duty to Her Ma-- 
" jefiy. It is ordered by Her Majefiy in ;i 

" Councily that it bey and it is hereby 
" referred to his Grace the Lord Arch- 
** bijhop of Canterbury, to take fuch Care 
" therein as may mojl effeSlually anfwer 
^ this Service, 

His 
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Archbuhop His Grace the Archbifliop, the Prefi- 

^'Itn^^. ^^^ °^ *^' Society, communicated this 

to meet at molt gracious Reiolution to the Board. 

'•'**^^*" The Society agreed prefently to do their 

utmoft. A Miflion among the Indians 

they knew would be attended with many 

Difficulties, and therefore it was not an 

eafie Matter to procure a proper Perfon 

who would undertake it. The Inhabitants 

of Albany y loo Miles from New-Tork^ and 

a Frontier to the Indians^ were chiefly 

Th« t^fS ^^^^^^ ^^^ ^^^ ^^^ ^^^^^ Dealings with 
two Miffiona- the Indians ^ Mr. Dellius a Minifter had 

vour' to^c^^^^ ^^fi^e^l *^« > a^^ was reprefcnted to the 
vert the /re- Society as a Very proper Perfon to at- 

^^^"' tempt the Converfion of the Indians. The 

Society were alfo informed, that during his 
Refidence at Albany^ he had been uibful 
in inftrvtdliftg and converting fome of the 
Indians who ufed to refort to that Place, 
had baptisied feveral, and had gained a 
tolerable Knowledge of their Language- 
The Society invited him to undertake 
this Miflion, he was then in Holland^ hav- 
ing iPetulrned to Europe upon his private 
Affairs, but he declined it. Mr. Freeman^ 
a Calviniji Nf inifter at ScheneStadyy a little 
Village fituate on a River in a very plea- 
fant Vale, diftant 20 Miles froto Albany^ 

and 
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and 24 from the firft Caftic of the M?- 
hocks, a Nation of the Iroquois Indians^ 
was next pitched upon for this Work, 
but he alfo declined it. He had taken 
great Pains to inftrudt fome of the Indians 
who came to ScheneSfady, had gained 
a good Knowledge of their Language, 
and with the Help of fome Interpreters, 
had tranflated feveral Pfalms, the Ten 
Commandments, the Creed, fome Chap- 
ters of the Bible, into the Indian Language, ut^n^gb- 
At laft, the Reverend Mr. Tborongbgood^ ^^^^^ 
Moor undertook this Miffion, with great Miflion. 
Zeal and Refolution. He was direded by 
the Society to refide in fome of the neareft 
Settlements of the Indians^ to learn their 
Language, and by all Ways of Cohdefcen- 
tion to endeavour to inftru£t them in the 
Chriftian Religion. He arrived at New-- 
Tork in 1704, and was received by the 
Lord Cornbury^ the Governor, with all 
poflible Countenance and Favour. 

6. Mr. Moor foon entred upoh theBuiinefs 
of his Miflion, and went up to Albany ; 
fome Indians being theh in Town, and 
hearing of his Defigti, feemed much plcafed 
with it, came to fee him, and fpoke to 
this Effefl:. " We arc come to exprefs 
" our Joy at your fife Arrival, and that 

« you ' 
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you have efcaped the Dangers of a 
dreadful Sea, which you have crofied^ 
I hear, to Inftrudl us in Religion. It 
only grieves us, that you are come in 
" Time of War, when it is uncertain 
" whether you will live or die with us": 
And after this, a Sac be my or petty King, 
came to him, with fomc other Indians^ 
and addreffed him thus : " We are come 
*' to exprefs our great Sjtisfadion, that 
Z^al^Z'' God hath been fo propitious to us as to 

f fl!^^ ^' " ^^^^ y^^ ^^ ^P^'^ ^^^ Eyes, which have 
" been hitherto fhut." Thefe congratu- 
latory Expreflions were very pleafing to 
him, he told them in Return, " that nothing 
" fhould be wanting on his Part, and that 
" he would devote himfelf to their Good, 
and that he only ftaid at Albany to learn 
their Language, in order to teach them. 
He did not then make any publick Pro- 
poiition to them, but intended to take 
the firft Opportunity of doing it at their 
own Caftle. He was kept longer than he 
expefted, from going thither, by a great Fall 
of Snow. However, he fent a Meflage 
to them by three of their own Country- 
men, with a handfome Prefent to them 
(a Belt of Indian Money) promifing to 
come himfelf very foon to fee themj 
which Promife he performed with great 

Diffi. 
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Difficulty. Being come to the MohocksC^Me^ 
they received him courteoufly, one of the^^- 
cbems told him, that they had received his 
Meflage, but it was lately > and not having 
confulted v^rith the oth?r Caftle, (which was 
about 1 2 Miles diftant) they could give no 
Anfwer to it now, but they would confult 
with them on the firft Opportunity, and 
then fend their Anfwer. Mr. Moor thought 
himfelf fomewhat difappointed, and was 
afraid their Delay in receiving him to re- 
fide with them, was an artificial Excufe ; 
however, he told them with all Civility, The inJiafts 
that he would wait for their Anfwer, and ^l^r wkh fri- 
fo returned to Albany, where, in a little ^^^°^ ^"^^ 
Time, one of thofe Mohocks came with 
this Anfwer : " The Vifit you made us, 
** and the Defign of it, was very welcome, 
" for which we return you our Thanks. 
We have always . lived in great Friend- 
fhip with our Brethren of this Province ; 
" but we have been all along in fuch DarJc- 
" nefs, and our Eyes.fo covered, that we 
" have not known what will become of 
" our Souls after Death. — — We cannot 
" but rejoice that God. ftiould be fo good 
" to us, as to make us this Offer ; but ic 
<* grieves us; that the reft 'oi our Brethren, 
" the other four Nations, are like to have 
'I no fuchBleffing; therefore it is necef- 

U « fary 
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" fary wc firft acquaint them (for we are 
" all but one Houfe) and then we will 
" give you a pofitive Anfwer/' Mx.Moor 
found himfelf again difappointed, and 
thought he had new Matter for Sus- 
picion, that they did not intend to receive 
him among them. However, he made 
this Return to the Sachem who brought 
him the Meffage: " I have confidered 
" your Anfwer, and am forry it is not 
more full and iatisfadory. . As to what 
you fay about the other Nations, I be- 
lieve they will rather rejoice at your 
Happinefs, than have any Sufpicions 
about it- Efpecially, when they are told, 
" that there is another Minifter daily ex- 
peAed for the OncydeSy and one for 
every other Nation, as foon as proper 
** and willing Perfons can be found; but 
Mr. M^f is" I will ftay for your Anfwer with the 
difappointed, cc grcatcft Patiencc*'. He waited a long 
quite ncgka Time ar Albany^ but could obtain no 
^*^' Anfwer at all ; he then returned to New- 

Torkj and fent the Society his Reafons for 
defifting from this Work at prefent. 
" That he had been at Albany near a 
" Twelvemonth, and had ufed all the 

He returns to" Means he could think of, to get the 
New'tork. c. ^^^ ^ff\\\ q£ the Indians *, that their 

^ unreafonable Delays and frivolous Ex- 
•"* " cufes 
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** cyfes for not giving him a final An- 

" fwer, with fomc other Circumftances, 

" were a fufficicnt Indication of their 

" Refolution never to accept him. And 

" therefore expeding either no Anfwer at 

^' all, or at laft a pofitive Denial, he had 

" left them, and was come to New-Tork. 

Some Time after, Mr. ^horougbgood Moor hc embarks 

embarked for England 5 but it was thought ^^' ^'^^'"^' 

the Ship foiinder'd at Sea 5 for neither he, He a^d^he 

or any of the Crew, or any Wreck of the crw loft at 

Ship, were ever heard of after. ^• 

7. T H u s was this Attempt fruftrated, but 
the Society did receive Accounts, that this 
ill Succefs was owing, not only to the A- 
verfion of the Indians to Chriflianity, but 
was very much occafioned by the Artifices 
of the French Jefuits, who induftrioufly 
obftrudl the Labours of the Englijh Miflio- 
naries among them, and leave no Means 
untryed, to feduce them from their Fidelity 
to the Crown of England^ and keep them 
m a contmual War with the Engli/h. ^^^^^^^^^ 
And indeed all the Evils that the Englijh of Mr. Moor's 
Colonies have undergone, during the lafl 
War, have been occafioned by the Indians, 
that is, thofe Indians, which the Jefuits have 
by their Artifices corrupted. For among 
the five Nations there is a great Number 

U 2 of 
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of French Jcfuits, who arc incorporated by 
Adoption into their Tribes, and as fuch 
they oftentatioufly aflume Iroquois Names ; 
and the poor filly Indians^ confidering 
them as if Perfons of their own Blood, do 
entirely confide in them, and admit them 
into their Councils, from whence one 
may eafily imagine what Diforders the 
Jefuits make in their Affairs. Befides, 
the Indians bordering on New-England^ 
are the moft cruel and barbarous of all 
the Savage Nations, and have deflroyed 
all their innocent Neighbours. They are 
always unfixed, either rambling for fe- 
vera! Months together, or hunting, or 
upon Warlike Expeditions; and at their 
Return to the Villages, have generally 
unlearned all their former Inflru£tions ; 
and it is impoflible for any Minifler to 
accompany them in their Ramble of 3 or 
400 Leagues at a Time. 

of'^vCTdng ^' After this good Endeavour was 
tii^Mim. defeated, the Indians remained without 
Inftru£tion, except that fome few were 
taught by the Dutch Minifter at Albany. 
But the Year 1709, produced an Event 
which the Society hoped might have had 
very happy Confequences, and fixed Chri- 
ftianity. among the Iroquois. Four Sachems^ 

or 
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or chief Pcrfons of four Nations of the Four Iroquois 
Iroquois J came in the Nature of Embaf- pctty-iings, 
fadors to England, confirming the Peace^^^^j;^^^^^^^ 
made with the Governor of iV^w-2^r;&, be inftmacd. 
and requefting Her Majefty would be 
pleafcd to direft that their Subjedts might 
be inftrufted in Chriftianity, and Mini- 
fters might be fcnt to refide among them. 
The Archbifhop of Canterbury received 
the following Letter from the Earl of 
Sunderland, then one of Her Majefty's 
Principal Secretaries of State. 

Whitehall, Apr il 20. ijio. 

My Lord, 
rjr^HE Inclofed being a Copy of whafQnccnANm 

1 has been given to the ^UE EN by the fiid 'h7 
Embajfadors lately arrived from /i&^inftrudlcd. 
Jive Indian Nations, I am ordered by Her 
Majefty to tranfmit it to your Grace, and 
to fignifie to you Her Pleafure, that you 
lay it before the Society for Propagating 
Religion, that they may confider what may 
be the more proper Ways of cultivating that 
good Dijpoftion thefe Indians feem to^ be in 
for receiving the Chriftian Faith, and for 
fending thither fit Perfons for that purpofe, 
and to report their Opinion without Lofs of 
I'ime, that the fame may be laid before Her 
Majefty. I am, tx,c. 

Sunderland, &c. 

U 3 * The 
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The Archbifhop m^s then much . in- 
difpofed^ and confined to his Houfc with 
the Gout, and therefore fignified to the 
Secretary of the Society, to call a Com- 
mittee to meet at Lamietk A Committee 
Thc^^^^^met, and it was agreed there, and after- 
MiOionariestowardby the Society at a general Meeting, 
the Iroquois, ^i^^^ ^^^ MiiTionarics fliould be fent to 

the Mohock and Oncydes Indians ; with a 
Salary of 150 /• Sterling each, together 
with an Interpreter and Schoolmafter, to 
teach the young Indians^ and this Opinion 
Q^emANNK^^ humbly laid before the Queen : Her 
^ers a FortMajcfty was farther pleafed to dired that 
the MobocL ^ Fort {hould be built among the Mohocks^ 
Caftlc. ^^ ^j^g Government's Expence, with a Chapel 
and a Manfion Houle for the Minifter, for 
his greater Conveniency and Security, and 
that the religious Offices might be per- 
formed with due Decency. A Fort was 
foon after built 150 Feet fquare, and 
garrifoned with 20 Soldiers and an Offi- 
cer, and a Houfe and Chapel compleated. 
The Jleverend Mr. Andrews was appointed 
Miffionary, and Mr. Claufen^ who had been 
feveral Years employed as Interpreter by 
the Government of New-Torky in Tranf- 
aaions with the Indians^ was received as 
.Interpreter to Mr. Andrews^ and Mr. OHver 

wa§ 
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was made Schoolmailen Mt.^J^drews was 
particiilarly direded by the Society to ufe 
all poffible Means to perfuade the Indians to 
let their Children learn Englijh^ and the 
Schoolmafter was to make it his whole 
Bufinefs to teach them. The Society were 
now in good Hopes this Attempt would 
prove fuccefsful, fince Her Majefty was 
fo graciouily pleafed to provide for the 
Security of the Miflionary by building a 
Fort juft by the Mohocks Caftle, to which 
the Men and Children might eafily reforc 
to be inftru£ted. And the Sachems ^ the The sachnns 
chief Perfons of thefe People, had been in^^c^iS^ 
England^ received many Marks of Royal tries. 
Favour, had been Eye-witneflcs of the 
Greatnefs of the Nation, had been nobly 
entertained here, and carried home to their 
own Countries fafely and honourably, and 
had themfelves alfo defired their People 
might be inftrudted in the Chriftian Faith. 

9. Mr. Andrews arrived at Albany in iSTij- TheRevcrend 
vernier 17 12. the Sachems who had been Miiirpnary to 
carried home before he went from En^^^^ Mobacis. 
glandy were convened by Order of the Go- 
vernor of New-Tork, to meet Mr. An^fj;^' '' ^" 
drews and the Commifiioners for Indian 
Affairs, at Albany ; in order to give a pub- 
lick Authority and Sanation to Mr. An-^ 

U 4 drews's 
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drews's Miffion, and that the Sachems 
might receive him their Minifter, with 
greater Solemnity. The Sachems came to 
Albany^ niet the Commiffioners for 
Indian Affairs, and Mr. Andrews ; the 
Commiffioners made a long Speech to 
the Sachems^ reminding them how graci-. 
ous Her Maiefty was in building a Fort, 
and fending a Minifter to them; put 
them in Mind how earneftly they had re- 
quefted it, and fet forth what Advan- 
tages they and their Children would reap, 
by being taught our Religion and Learn- 
ing. A Letter from the Archbiftiop of 
Canterbury was delivered to them, and af- 
terwards read to them in Indian^ by Mr, 
Claufeny the Interpreter of the Province. 
Some of the Sachems made Speeches, and 
returned Thanks to the Qjjeen, exprefTcd 

Tht Sachems^ g^^^^ Satisfadlion in having a Minifter 
receive Mr. f^nt^ them, and received Mr. Andrews as 

rhcir Minifter. fuch, and promifed him all civil and kind 
Ufage ; the whole Affair was tranfaded 
with much Ceremony. The Sachems re- 
turned home, Mr. Andrews ftaid fome 
Time at Albany to refreih himfelf ; foon 
after he went up to the Fort, 200 Miles 
ffom New-Torky accompanied by Robert 
Levin/ion Efqj the Mayor of Albany y Cap^ 
^in MatthewSj Mr. Strooman of ScheneSiady^ 
*^ ' the 
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the Reverend Mr. Barclay^ and fcveral 
other Gentlemen 5 he was prefently yifited 
by a great muny Indians^ Men, Women, 
and Children, who faluted him with A- 
bundance of Joy, and bad him welcome 
to their County. 

The Caftle or chief Town of thefe A Dcfcri- 
Mohocks is neighbouring to the Queen's gX.// g^ 

Fort, confining of about 50 /F/J^ac^^/^i ftle, & manner 

or Houfes. Thefe Wignvams are Hurts ^ ^"^^* 
made o£ Matts and Bark of Trees put to- 
gether, with Poles about three or four 
Yards high. The Mohocks Cloathing is a 
(hort Coat like a Mantle, made of a Blan- 
k^tt or Bear's Skin, their Bed is a Matt 
or Skin laid on the Ground. They paint 
and greafe themfelvcs very much with 
Bear's Fat clarified ^ they cut the Hair off 
from one Side of their Heads, and tye up 
fome of that on the other Side, in Knotts, 
on the Crown, with Feathers. The Men 
are very flothful, the Wonieh very labo- 
rious, meer Servants to their Husbands; 
they carry all the Burthens, fetch the Ve- 
nifon home their Husbands kill, (the Men 
are too lazy to bring it,) get in the Wood 
to burn and drefs it, carry their Children 
on their Backs in their Rambles, of many 
J^undreds of Miles, hoe the Ground, and 

plant 
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plane all the Indian Corn that is raifed. 
The Language of this People is very diffi- 
cult, their Idea's are very few, and their 
Words therefore not many, but as long as Sen- 
tences, expreffing by a long rumbling Sound, 
what we do in a (hort Word. There is here 
no manner of Conveniency of Life for a 
Miffionary. For four or five Months in the 
Year, there is fcarce any ftirring abroad, 
by Reafon of the extream Coldnefs of the 
Weather, and the deep Snows that fall; 
and in Summer-time, the Flies and Muf- 
cheto's are almoft intolerable, and the 
Rattleihakes very dangerous. The neareft 
Place of getting any Provifions, is at Scbe^ 
neSiady^ 24 Miles diftant, or from Albany 
44 Miles off. The Road to thefe Places 
is for the moft Part only a fmall, rough 
Jii^/ijf»Path, thro* vaft Woods, where riding 
is very dangerous, by Reafon of the Road 
being in many Places topped with fallen 
Trees, Roots, Stones and Holes, befides 
many high and fteep Hills, and deep Swamps 
or Boggs in the Way. There was nothing 
defirable to be feen, the Face of the Earth 
rude and uncultivated, like the wild Inha* 
bitants, no Pleafure to be got but that of 
^ doing Good to the miferable Natives. 

These 
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T K B s £ vere the Ctrcumftan^es of the 
Place and People whitber Mr. Andrews was 
appomted; ai^ notwithftanding all thefe 
InconTeniencks, he relided there> and invited 
the Indians to come to him ; many came» he 
ufed to difcourfe very much with them^ in-* 
ftru6ting them in the chief Articles of Faith, 
and giving them {hoet general Accounts of 
our Religion. This was done by the Help 
of Mr. Claufeny m4io always attended and 
interpreted to the Indians. Mr. Claufen 
had been formerly taken Prifoner by the 
Indians^ lived long among them, and un- 
derftood their Language fufficiently. Mn 
Andrews ufed to make ihort Accounts of 
the Chriftian Doctrines, and fome Hiftorical 
Parts of the Bible, particularly the Crea- 
tion of the World, and Miracles of our 
Lord : The Interpreter ufed to read them 
to the Indians ; and Divine Service ufed 
to be performed in Englijb to the Soldiers 
in the Garrifon. The Schoolmafter Mr. 
Oliver opened his School. The Indians 
at firft fent many of their Children, he be^ 
gun to teach them Englijb^ the Parents 
obftinately refufed to have them taught . 
Englijh. All pofTible Endeavours were ^^^d 1JJ»« J*g»' 
to perfuade them j they flill periifted. Mr. their ChOdien 
Andrews fent this Account to the Society, ^^^*™ *''^'>*- 
and rather than quite break with the Indians^ y^ 

the 
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the Schoolmafter and Interpreter began to 
teach the Children a little in Indian. The 
Society were forced to comply with the 
Indians Obftinacy. They procured an Im- 
predion of Hornbooks and Primmers in 
Indian for the Children, fent them great 
Numbers, as alfo Leathern Inkhorns, Pen- 
knives, a Quantity of Paper of feveral 
Sorts, and feveral other little NecefTaries* 
The Children were now taught in Indian^ 
and were treated with great Kindnefs, no 
Correftion dared to be ufcd, for the Parents 
were fo fond of their Children, and valued 
Learning \io little, they thought it not 
worth gaining, at the leaft difpleafing of 
their Children. To engage them farther 
to learn, Mr. Andrews ufed to give the 
Children who came to School, ViiStuals, 
and fome fmall Utenfils for their Parents. 
The Children ufed often to come for the 
Sake of getting Visuals ; for the Indians 
are frequently drove to great Extremities, 
^c^t^ht'tn^^ Account of their making little or no 
the Indian Provifion beforehand. The Children had 
aoE^wgc. ^ good natural Capacity, and an Aptnefs 
for Learning. Many of them begun to 
read, and fome to write. This Method of 
giving them Vidituals engaged the Parents 
to fend them, for fome Time, to School* 
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I N the mean Time, Mr. Andrews pro- 
ceeded to inftrua the grown Indians by m,. ^^ms 
Help of the Interpreter, in fome of the»ft^«;^*« 
chief Articles of Faith and Rules of Life, by Help of an 
Divine Service was conftantly performed on I^^^'P^^^''* 
Sundays and Holidays in Englip to the 
Soldiers ; and fuch Indians as underftood 
any Englijhy frequently attended in the 
Chapel. The Chapel was very decently 
adorned. Queen Anne had given a hand- 
fome Furniture for the Communion-Table. 
The Imperial Arms of England, painted 
on Canvafs, were fixed up in the Chapel. 
Archbiftiop T'enifon gave 12 large Bibles 
very finely bound for the Ufe of the 
Chapels ; with painted Tables, containing 
the Creed, Lord's-Prayer, and Ten Com- 
mandments. Mr. Andrews was very civil 
to all the Indians who came to hear him, 
ufed frequently to entertain them at his 
Houfe, and gave them Provifions home 
when they wanted very much, and that 
they often did. The Society, fince they 
could by nb Means prevail on the Indi- 
ans to learn Eaglijhy neither young nor 
old, laboured to get fome good Tranflations 
made, of Parts of the Scripture at leaft, 
into the Indian Language ; tho' exceeding 

improper to convey a due Idea of the 

Chri. 
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Chriflian Dodlrincs ; as being willing by all 
Methods of Compliance, to gain fomething 
upon them. The Society were very much 
afiiiled in this, by Mr. Freeman^ a very wor- 
thy Cahiniji Minifter. He had been five 
Years Minifter 2X ScheneStady^ to a Dutch 
Congregation, and had been employed by 
the Earl of Bellamont in the Year 1700, to 
convert the Indians. He had a good Know- 
ledge of the Dialed of the MobockSy which 
is underftood by all the Iroquoisy who reach 
near 400 Miles beyond Albany. The So- 
ciety applied to him for any proper Papers 
wrote in that Language, which he might 
have. He acquainted the Society, that he 
had tranflated into Indian the Morning and 
Evening Prayer of our Liturgy, the whole 
The Society Gofpcl ^ of St. Muttbewy the three firft 
^rtkflis of Chapters of GeneJiSy feveral Chapters of 
n^fl^into^^^"^> feveral Pfalms, many Portions x)f 
the M^bock the Scripture relating the Birth, Paffion, 
ang^g«- Rcfurredion, and Afcenfion of our Lord j 
and feveral Chapters of the iji Epiftle to the 
CorintbianSy particularly the i^tb Chapter, 
proving the Refurredlion of the Dead. He 
very frankly gave the Society a Copy of 
thefe Tranflations, which were fent to Mr* 
Andrews for his Help, and they were a great 
Help to him. He ufed frequently to read 

fome of thefe to the Indians^ and they" 

could 
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could comprehend well enough by his read- 
ing. But the Society were defirous fome 
Part of the Scripture might be printed in 
Indian^ and the Copies given to the In^ 
diansy and they taught at leafl to read that. 
Accordingly the Morning and E vening jj£;^^f J^J 
Prayer, the Litany, the Church-Catechifm, Mums. 
Family-Prayers, and feveral Chapters of the 
Old and New Teftament, were printed at 
NeW'Tork ; the Copies were fent to Mr. 
Andrews^ and he gave them to fuch of the 
Indians as Knew any Thing of Letters. 
He had Hopes now of fome Succefs in his 
Miilion ; feveral of the Women, and fome 
Men, began to lead more orderly Lives ; 
they were inftru£ted and retained well in 
their Memory, what the chief Articles 
of our Faith are, and Rules of Life; a 
good Number was baptized, and particular 
Accounts were fent regularly to the So- 
ciety. Mr. Andrews was willing to try 
what Good he could do among another 
Nation of the Indians^ he travelled to the 
Caftle of the Onydans^ loo Miles diftant 
from the Mohocks^ the Country all the 
Way was a vaft Wildemefs of Wood, and 
the Road thro' it a narrow Indian Path, ^^-^drms 
He was forced to carry all Neceflaries with on^an iro* 
him, and at Night to lie upon a Bear's^^'^* 
Skin. When he arrived at the Caftle, he 

was 
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was vifitcd by more than loo People, who 
feemed all glad to fee him ; he read feveral 
Papers to them, ftaid fome Time with 
them, and after Inftrudtion baptized fe- 
veral, whofe Names have been tranfmitted 
to the Society. Mr. Andrews affcrwards 
returned to the Mohocks, his Place of Re- 
fidence. 



The inJians I N a fliort Time, the Indians grew weary 
fSrS^^ of Inftrudtion, the Men grown,would go out 
in Bodies a hunting for feveral Months, and 
forget all they had been taught : and the 
young Boys when they grew up, were taken 
out by their Fathers to hunt, and fo loft 
all they had got. This roving Life ut- 
terly deftroyed all the Miffionary and 
Schoolmafter's Labours. But befides this 
Difficulty, and the natural Averfenefs of 
the Indians to Learning, two Misfortunes 
happened, which created a Jealoufie, and 
afterwards a Hatred in the Indians againft 
all the Englijhy as well as againft their Re- 

Scvcral Jea- Hgion^ Some Jefuits, EmifTaries from ^e- 

a^bfttheX^^^^'^ among the Canada Indians adjoining 

gtifihy tYit]t- 10 tht Iroquoisy had infufed into the Minds 

cararl^ndianl o( thofe People, that the Englijh did not 

intend by building a Fort among the /r^- 

quoisy to teach them their Religion, but 

quois. 
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to cut them all off, at a proper Junfturct 
And that a Box had been found acciden^ 
tally, left by the Englijb, when they at- 
tempted ^ehciy containing Papers which 
difcovered this Intention of the Englijh. 
The Canada Indians believed this idle 
Story, and fpread it among all the Iroquois. 
This flirred up fome Jealoufie ; but a far- 
ther Misfortune did quite fet the Indians 
againft the Englijb. Some of the ^ufca^ 
raro Indians^ who had fled from Nortb-^ 
Carolina after the War there with the JB»- 
glijb^ came and fettled in the Country of the 
Onontages^ one of the Iroquois Nations, bor- 
dering on the Mohocks. Thefe People be- 
ing enraged at the Englijh^ itirred up the 
Onontages agamft them, telling them they 
had been moft barbaroufly ufed, and drove 
out of their Country, and that the Englijh 
watched only for an Opportunity to ex- 
tirpate them too. The other Indians were 
too eafily perfuaded to believe every thing 
the Tufcararo Indians told them j fo that 
when any of thefe People came by the Mo^ 
bocks Caftle, and the Queen's Fort, in their 
Way to Albany^ to trade and buy themfelves 
NecefTaries ; they ufed only to mock at Mr. 
Andrews when he would offer to talk to 
them about Religion; and when he proffered 

X to 
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to go to their Abode, they abfolutely forbad 
him. In a little Time the old Mohocks 
Sfe^ibg^^^ off coming to the Chapel to Mr. An^ 
to be inftrud- drews^ aiid the Children came no more to 
School* Mr* jindrenvs wrote the Society 
Word of the ill Succefs of his Miffion, ^' tho* 
" he had fpared no Pains, that the hopeful 
" Beginnings proved of no EfFc6t at laft, 
*' and that he began to defpair of convert- 
** ing the Indians. 

Tm£ Society found now, from feveral 
Za\^£S' Accounts, that the Miffion among the In- 
hoQsibmMs. dians proved fruitlefsi that it was not 
poffible to teach them the Chriftian Reli* 
^ gion, before they were in fome Degree ci- 

vilized J and they found the following Dif- 
ficulties did wholly hinder that. 

No Means could be found to engage the 

tvShSS^^^''^^^ ^^ ^^^ a fettled Life, to apply 
cdtheConvcr-thenjfelves to cultivate the Ground, to 
f^quQu. * build Towns, and to raife Cattle. They 
would ftill rove thro* their vift Woods 
many Hundreds of Miles, depend for their 
Subfiftance upon the Game they could kill; 
they would eat all Sorts of Carrion, and in 
fome long Rambles, when by various Ac- 
cidents they could get no Game, would kill 

and 
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and eat one another, even tHeir Wives, and 
that vrithout any Concern or Remorfe. 
Generally half of a Hord or Nation wen^ 
out a Hunting or a Warring upon a neigb- 
bouring Nation together, and in thefe Ex- 
peditions forgot all the little they had 
learned, and at their Return were as meer 
Savages as ever. They could not be dif- 
fuadai from taking Wives, and leaving them 
at their Pleafurej this not only hindred 
Religion from being fixed among them, 
but was the Caufe that a great many aged 
Men and Women perifhed miferably, as 
having no one to take any Care of them. 
They would in their Wars ufe die greateft 
Barbarities, and deftroy all the Prifpners 
they could take by fuch extreme Tortures, 
it would move too much Horror in ths 
Reader to have them related. 

It is true, they were very fond of their 
ChHdren, but they perverted even fo good 
a Principle ; they would ;not oblige rhcm to 
learn any manual Art, or our Language, 
but let them live a lazy, beftial Life. Nay, 
fome of the young Children, who have by 
iChsLtiOc fallal mto the Englip Hands, and 
ii^ed tn Families, been taught our Language^ 
learnt a decent Behaviour, a^d knowa 

X 2 fome- 
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fomc thing of Tillage, or a Handycraft, 
when they have grown up, have run wild 
again, have thrown off their Cloaths, and 
chofe rather to ramble naked almoft in the 
Woods with their own People, than to live 
a. fober and fettled Life. 

But the greateft Obftruftion to their 
being civilized, was their Greedinefs of 
ftrong Liquors, efpecially Rum, and the 
fatal EfFedt Drunkennefs hath upon them. 
When they drink, they will never leave 
off till they have gone to the greateft 
Excefs, and in this Condition, they are 
moft wretched Objcds: they grow quite 
mad, burn their own little Hutts, mur* 
der their Wives or Children, or one an- 
other: So that their Wives are forced 
to hide their Guns or Hatchets, and them- 
felves too, for Fear of Mifchief And if 
the Men thro' this Excefs fall into any 
Sicknefs, they perifti miferably, as having 
no Methods of helping themfelves by Phy- 
fick or otherwife. 

It is indeed Matter of great Wonder, 
that thefe wretched People, who have lived 
joining to the Englijb Settlements fo ma- 
ny Years, and cannot but obferve that 

thq 
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the Englijh^ by Agriculture, raife Pro- 
vifions out of a Imall Spot of Ground, / 

to fupport in Plenty great Numbers of 
People J whereas they by their Hunting, 
cannot get a wretched Subfiilance out of 
all their Wilderneflcs of feveral Hundred 
Leagues in Extent ; ihould flill refufe 
to till their Ground, or learn any manual 
Art ; (hould ftill live a beftial Life, infen- 
fible of Shame or Glory. It is true, the 
Englijh have taken from them exceeding 
large Countries, yet this, far from being a 
Prejudice, would be a vafl Advantage to 
them, if they would but learn the Englijb 
Language, Arts, and Induftry. They have 
ilill an immenfe Extent of Land, part of 
which, if duly cultivated, is able to maintain 
many Millions of People more than they are. 
It might have been imagined the Sachems^ 
thofe petty Kings, who were in England in 
the late Queen's Time, fhould have been fo 
ftrongly afiedted with feeing thi: Grandeur, 
Pleafure, and Plenty of this Nation, that 
when they came to their own Countries, 
they would have tried to reduce their Peo* 
pie to a polite Life j would have employed 
their whole Power to expel that rude Bar-^ 
barifm, and introduce Arts, Manners, and 
Religion. But the contrary happened, they 

X 3 funk 
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funk themfelves into their old brutal Liife^ 
/ and tho* they had feen this great City, when 

they came to their own Woods, they were 
all Savages ^ain* 

' Mr. Andrenos wrote feveral Accounts 
Mr. Andrews fciortin 1718, that all his Labours proved 
^^ToTthcfeineffedhial, the Indians would not fend their 

SSw^'io'bt^^^^^''^ to School, and no Body came to 
difmifs'd from the Chapel 5 that the four other Nations of 
the Iroquoisy as they came by the Mohocks 
Caftle, infulted and threatened him, that 
the Interpreter and Schoolmafter perceived 
all their Labour was loft, and that they were 
frequently in Danger of their Lives if they 
went out of the Fort^ The Society re- 
ceived thefe Accounts with much Diffatis- 
faftion, ais being extreamly contrary to what 
their good Defires had made them hope* 
However, they were fo unwilling to aban- 
Thc Sockty Jqji i-j^is wretchcd People 'ltd themfelves, 
wnoriy^«//r,that they would not difmifs Mr. Andrews 
^^ti^&^i^om his Miffion, upon his own Reprefen- 
to thisMattcr. nation of his ill Succefs. They wrote to 
the Governor of New-Tork^ Robert Hunter 
Efqj acquainted him with the Accounts 
they had received, and requefted the Fa- 
vour of his Excellency, to caufe an Inquiry 
to be made, whether Mr. Andrews Labours 

were 
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were fo fruitlefs among the Indiam, and 
fubmitted it to his Judgment todifmifs Mr. 
jbtdrem if they fliould be found fo. The 
Accounts tranfmitted hither were found 
true upon Examination, and Mr. Mdrcwi 
left that miferable Race of tHea. 
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CHAP. XII. 

^A confideraUe Number «f the Inhabit ants 
/Bofton petition King CHARLES 
the Second, that a Church m^bt be 
allowed in that City, which is granted. 
Soon after the BJfe of this Society, feveral 
other Towns build Churches, and defire 
Mijfumaries might be fens to them, The 
people of Rhode-Ifland build a Churchy 
and baee a MiJJienary font them. The 
Teople tf Providence^ Narraganfett, 
Newbury ,Marblehead,Briftol,Stradfbrd, 
de^e Mijfionaries, and build Churches ; 
Miffionaries are font to each Town, and 
the Church 'Peopk increafe. M^fionaries 
font to Fairfield and Braintree. A new 
Church is buih at Bofion, 2)r. Cutler 
appointed Minifter. Two Schoehnafiers 
fitpported. Twelve Churches buih in 
this Government, 

I J. A Confidcrable Number of the Inha- 
• /"^ bitants of Bo^on petitioned King 
^ CHARLES theSccondahom the 
Year 1679, 7'bat a Church might be al- 
lowed in that City, for the Exercife of Re- 
ligion 
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ligion according to the Church of Unzlzndy^^^J^^^ 
which was accordingly granted, ^^^^^^^'^^^j^ 
the Church called the King's Chapel th^ChurA '' 
This is the firft Place where the Church g^^^^^^^^^ 
of England Worfliip was exercifed in New- Bofton. 
England. The Congregation increafed ve- 
ry confiderably, and His Majefty King 
WILLIAM was therefore pleafed to 
fettle a Salary of One Hundred Pounds a 
Year, for the Support of an Afliftant to 
the Minifter of that Church; which Royal 
Bounty is ftill continued. 

2. But foon after the Eftablifliment of The People of 
diis Society, when the Reverend Mr. Mk/V- i/ Nm^^ 
fon was fent Miffionary to Rye in New-^Tork ^^^^ ^^^ 
Government, the neighbouring People in Church-Wor- 
ConneSiicut Colony in New-England, be-JSi^S^,*" 
came defirous of having the Church of 
England Worfliip fettled among them -too. 
The People of Stradford, about 60 Miles 
diftant from Rye, were very zealous, and 
requefted Mr. Muirfon to vifit them. Mn 
Muirfon refolvcd to make them a Vifit, 
and Colonel Heathcote, a -worthy Gentle- 
man, (frequently mentioned in the fore- 
going Sheets) of a confiderable Intereft in 
Wejl'-Chefier County, adjoining to ConneSii^ 
cut Colony, was pleafed to honour him with 
lus pQmpany in this Progrefs } and after- 
wards 
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wtrds Mrrote the Society the following Ac^ 
count of their Reception there. " We 
found that Colony much as we expeded^ 
very ignorant of the Conllitution of our 
*' Church, and therefore Enemies to it. 
TheRcverend <« xhc Towns are fumiflxcd with Minifters, 

Mr. Mutrfon ,,-.-•, , , . -, .^ 

preaches at fe- *' chicfly Independents^ denying Baptifm to 
J^X^? " *^ Children of all fuch as are not in fuU 

'^ Communion with them, there are many 
^^ Thoufands in that Government unbaptiz- 
*' ed. TheMiniilers were very uneafie at our 
^^ coming among them, and abundance of 
" Pains were taken to terrific the People 
<^ from hearing Mr. Mx^Vy^ii. Butitavail'd 
nothing, for notwithftanding all thek 
Endeavours, we had a very great Con- 
gregation^ and indeed infinitely beyond 
Expeftatioo. The People were wonder- 
fully furprized at the Order of our 
^^ Church, expeding to have heard and 
ieen fome ilrange Thing, by the Accounts 
and Reprefentation of it that their Teach- 
^^ ers had given them. Mr. Muirfon bap* 
tized about 25, mpft grown People, at 
Stradford:' .This was the firft Step that 
was made towards introducing the Church 
WcHTihip into this Colony. Mr. Muirfm gave 
the fame Account of his Journey, adding, 
that the People invited him to cooae again 

to them, Accordiog)y> in J^l I707> he 
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tifbxd them, and Colonel Heathccti ^a$ 
pleafed to go again with him. They 
iiovr found the People much more cameft ^j^^ • j^^^ 
to have the Church Worfhip fettled, and^^/f//oppofc 
tht IndepenJents more incenfcd; the MU'^Ji^Y^^. 
nifters and Magiftrates were remarkd>ly in- ^^ *«J8 '^ 
duftrious, going from Houfe to Houfe, bufy- ^ 
ing themfelves, and perfuading the People 
from hearing Mr. Muirfon^ and threaten- 
ing thofe with PuniQimcnt andlmprifon- 
ment who would go to hear him preach. 
Mr. Muirjbn defcribes their Oppoiition in 
thefe Word*. ** One of their Magiftrates, 
with fome other Officers, came to my 
Lodgings, and in the Hearing of Colonel 
^* Heatifcai and a great many People, read 
a Paper ; the meaning of it was, to let 
me know, that I had done an illegdl 
thing, in coming among them to efta- 
blilh a heW Way of Worfhip, and to 
*' forewarn me from preaching any more. 
^' And this he did by Virtue of one of 
** their Laws, the Words of which, as he 
exprefled diem, were thefe. Be it en-* 
a£ted, &cc. Tkat there JhallJ^ m Mi* 
nifiry w Church Admini^rathn enters 
*• tainei or attended by the Inhabitants rf 
** any 2W» •r Plantation in this C^lony^ . 
^* diftinS and feparatefrom^and in Oppofition 
ff U^ that n»hich is openly and pubiickly ob-^ 

l^ ferved 
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fervid and difpenfed by the approved 
Minifter of the Place\ Now, whatever 
«* Interpretation the Words of the faid 
Law may admit of^ yet we are to regard 
the Senfe and Force they put upon them ; 
" which is plainly tbisy to exclude the 
" Church their Government, as appears by 
their Proceedings with me. So that 
hereby they deny a Liberty of Confciencc 
to the Church of England Pepple, as well 
" as to all others that are not of their 
" Opinion ; which being repugnant to the 
" Laws oiEnglandy is contrary to the Grant 
*• of their Charter. 

The Church B u T thefe Methods which the Indepen* 

TOOTc^^om ^^'^ MkA^ were fo far from hindring the 

through this People from reforting to the Church Ser- 

ppofition. ^.^^^ ^j^^^ ^.jj gj.g^^^j. Numbers came; 

and other Towns fent and invited Mr. 
Muirfon to vifit them. Particularly the 
People oiFairfieldy requefted him to come, 
and he went to them. The Independents 
refufed him and the People the Ufe of the 
Meeting-houle, tho' on a Week-day. But 
a Gentleman, the chief Perfon in the 
Town, invited them to his Houie, a great 
Congregation met there, and he baptized 
a large Number. Mr. Muirfon made fe- 
veral Journies up and down this Colony, 

and 
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and was a kind of itinerant Miffionary. 
The Independents ufed kll means to obftruft 
him; Mr. Muirfon wrote to the Society, 
with much Concern, an Account of the 
Methods taken to hinder the People from 
hearing him. " The People were like- 
^* wife threamed with Imprifonmcnt, and 
" a Forfeiture of Five Pound for coming 
" to hear me. It would require more 
" Time than you would willingly beftow 
<* on thefe Lines, toexprefs how rigidly 
and feverely they treat our People, by 
taking their Eftates by Diftrefs when they 
" do not willingly pay to fupport their 
Miniftersj and tho' every Churchman 
in that Colony, pays his Rate for the build- 
ing and repairing their Meeting-houfes, 
yet they are fo fet againft us, that they 
deny us the Ufc of them tho* on Week- 
days. — — All, the Churchmen in this 
•* Colony requeft, is, that they may riot 
be oppre0ed and infulted over; that 
they may obtain a Liberty of Confer- 
ence, and call a Minifter of their own i 
that they may be freed from paying tq 
** their Minifters, and thereby be enabled 
*^ to maintain their own ; this is a}l, the A; 
•* good Men delire." This hath been.l^hc I 

Grievance of the Church of England FeOf^ 
pie from the Beginning, and continues fo 

fiill Mr. Muirfon however continued his 

La. 
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Labours^ and would in all Probability have 
brought great Numbers to entire Confor- 

Mr. Muirfon "^"X ^^^^ *^ Church, but hc died foon 
dies, & leaves after in 1709. Colonel Heathcote gave this 

raaer behind Charadter of him a little before hc died. 
^^' " He is truly very well qualified for the 

Service, having a very happy Way of 
Preaching, and confidering his Years, 
wonderfully good at Argument, and his 
" Converfation is without Blemifh/* Not- 
withfkanding his Death, many confiderable 
Towns in New-^nglandy were zealous to 
have Minifters of the Church of England i 
particularly Marbleheady the fecond Town 
in the whole Country, Braintree^ Newbury^ 
Naraganfett, and feveral others. 

j.T H E Church-Wardens of Rhode^-IJIandj 
wrote to the Bifhop of Londm, and to the 
Society, in the Year 1704, declaring their 
early 2Jeal, that tho' they had not aflem- 
bled themfelves, to worlhip God after 
the manner of the Church of England 
above four Years, they had built a hand- 
fome Church. The Society refolved to 
fend a Miffionary hither, both on Account 
of their being the firft, and alfo a nume- 
rous People, fettled on a flourifhing Illand. 
The Reverend Mr. Honeyman was ap- 
pointed 
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pointed in 1704. He difcharged the ^^^'^^^'^^'^^^ 
ties of his Miffion with great Diligence, fent Miffiona- 
Tho' the Ifland was full of Perfons of many "^ '^^'^''• 
Perfuafions, efpecially fakers ^ the Gover- 
nor himfelf being fuch, yet by his prudent 
Behaviour he gave Offence to none, and 
gained many to the Church. He continued 
there till the Year 1708, and then came to 
England upon his own private Affairs, but 
returned foon to his Cure again. There 
were three little Towns on the Continent, 
Freetown^ T'tvertony and Little-'Compton, 
which had requefled a Miflionary of the j 
Society; Mr. Honeyman was directed to 
vifit them by Turns on Week-days, till 
they could be fupplied with a Minifter. 
Mr. Honeyman frequently crofTed over to ' 
them, and preached to them in a Meeting- ^^J^^^^^^ 
houfe, which he obtained the Ufe of, and ccs. 
which was commodioully fituate in the 
Center of the three Towns. He faid^ the 
People at firft, tho* very ignorant and rude 
in religious matters, were yet very grave 
and attentive at Divine Worfhip. He per- 
formed this laborious Duty feveral Years. 
In the Year 1712, a Miflionary was fent 
to thefc three Towns : Mr. Honeyman be- 
gan to have a little more Leifure ; but he 
was zealous to promote the Work he had 
engaged in, and fet up a Ledlure, and 

preached 
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preached once a Fortnight at Portfmoutby 
a Town at the fartheft End of the Ifland, 
and foon found very great Encouragement 
to continue it, not any Reward, but an un- 
expeded and fuprifing large Audience of 
People of many Perfualions. 

lib HoMtmdn -^^o^T this Time he reprefcnted alfo 

rcprcfcnts the very fearneftly to the Society, the Want of a 

f^ffiona^ at Miffionary at a Town called Provi dene e^^hoMt 

Providence, jq Miles diftant from Newport^ a Place 

very confiderable for the Number of its 

Inhabitants : Thro' the Want of Inftrudi- 

on, the People were become quite rude, and 

void of all Knowledge in Religion ; yet 

they were of a good and teachable Difpo- 

fition. He vifitcd this Place, and preached 

here to the greateft Number of People, 

that he ever had together fince he came to 

America. He writes thus : " There is a 

*' great ProfpeCt of fettling a Church here 5 

" and if the Society will fend a MijQionary 

to a People fo much in Want, and yet 

fo defirous of receiving the Gofpcl i per- 

" haps this might prove one of the greateft 

Adts of Charity they have even done 

yet*\ A little while after he writes 

thus: " I have preached there again, 

" and the Number of People is fo in- 

^ creafed, that no Houfe there could hold 

^ thcm> 
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** them, Co that I was obliged to preach 
in the open Fields. The People are now 
going about to get Subfcriptions to build 
" a ChurdL If the Society knew the Ne- 
" ceflity diere is of a Miffionary here, they 
« would immediately fend one. In theS'^^u 
" mean Time, I fliall give them all the ^n* *^fl«°»*- 
•• Affiftance I can. The Society upon 
this Letter, appointed in the next Year 
(1723,) the Reverend Mr. Pigot Miffionary 
there. Befides the faithful Difcharge of his 
Duty at his own Station, Mr. Honeyman 
hath been farther inftrumental in gathering 
ieveral Congregations at Naraganfett^ TV-- 
verton^ Freetmwn^ and at the abovementioned 
Place, Providence. In the Year 1724, 
Accounts came, that he had baptized 80 
within the two paft Years, of which 19 were 
grown Perfons, three of them Negroes^ two 
Indians^ and two Mulattoes ; and that there 
were properly belonging to his Church at 
Newport^ above 50 Communicants, who 
live in that Place, exclufive of Strangers : 
The Church People grew now too nu- 
merous to be accommodated with Seats 
in the old Church, and many more offered 
to join themfelves to the Church Commu- ^^^^ church 
nion. Mr. Hcneyman propofed to the Members in- 
Church Members, the building of a newM^%oS 
Church, and fubfcribed himfelf 30 A The*^^^^'*'^*^ 

Y People 
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People heanily concurred \ and he ibon 
after obtained a Thoufaod Pounds Sub^ 
A Church is fcriptions for that purpofe { but it was 
buiiL efttfbated the Building would coft twice 

as much, in chat Countrey Money : How-* 
ever^ a fufficient Sum was raifedj and in 
the Year 1726, the Church was compleated, 
and Mr. Hmeymsn preached in it. The 
Body of the Church is 70 Feet long, and 
4^ Feet wide, it hath two Tiers of Win- 
dows, is full of Pews, and hath Galaries 
all round to the j&^£nd. It is owned by 
People there to be the moft beautiful Tim-* 
ber Structure in Jmerica. The old Church 
i« given the People of the ne^hbouring 
Town of Warwick^ who had no Church 
of their own. There are fakers and two 
Sorts o£ Anataptifis in Newport ^ yet the 
Members of the Church of England increafe 
daily: Andtho' there are not four alive of the 
firft Promoters of the ChurchWorfhip in this 
Pkce, yet there is now above four times the 
Number of all the firft. This lait Church 
*# .f is generally full. Newport is the chief 
continues now Towu m theifland, IS the Place of Reuoence 
MiOionary ^^ ^^ Govcrnor, is a good compact Town, 

large enough to make a coniiderable Vil- 
lage in England. Mr. Honeyman continues 
now MiiTionary here, and hath under his 

Care 
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Care alfo, Freetimn^ I'iverton^ and Little^ 
C^mptm. 

4. Having juft mentioned Providence^^* Pig^t"^ 
where Mr. Honeyman had gathered a Con-iv^^^^^. 
gregation, and Mr. Pigot was appointed 
Miffionary ; it may be proper to give next 
an Account of the Mif&on there. The Peo- 
ple^ as defcribed above, were negligent of 
all Religion till about the Year 1722 ; the 
very heft were fuch as called themfelves 
Baptijtiy or ^(fkersj but it was feared many 
were Gor tomans or Deifis. This Town- A great BoJy 
ihip is 2oMile5 fquare, and the prefent ^jf p^iih. "* 
Number of Inhabitants is about 4000. Out 
of all the&, there was a fmall Number, 
who in the Year 1722, ferioufly reflecting 
on that irreligious State wherein they lived ; 
refolved to endeavour to build a Churchi 
get a Minifter, and to live like Chriiiians. 
They began to gather Contributions among 
chem(elvess they got 250/. they follicited 
their Friends about them; they got 200/. 
from Rbode-'IJlandy looL from Boftony and 
20 /. from other Places : With this Sum, 
and about 200/. more, which they bor-They get 
rowed, tiiey raifed on St. Barnabas ^^J.^^^^'^l^^^^ 
1722, a Timber Building for a Church, a Church, 
being 62 Feet in Length, 4 1 in Breadth, 
a>nd 26 high. The chief Contributor was 

Y 2 Colonel 
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Colonel Jofepb Whittle^ who gave loo/. 
The Reverend Mr. Honey man gave lol. 
and Mr. Mackfparrany another of the 
Society's Miffioharies, gave 5 /. The Peo- 
ple live difperfed over this large To wn- 
fliip 5 they are induflrious, employed 
chiefly in Hu^andry, and Handy-crafts, 
tho* very lately they have begun to en- 
ter upon Foreign Trade and Navigati- 
on. Mr. Pigot^ upon his firfl: coming 
here, had not much above 100 attending 
Divine Worftiip; however, the Numbers 
The Church- increafed, and he baptized in lefs than two 
S\«. Years fix grown Perfons, and the Com- 
municants were feventeen. And in the Year 
1727, he baptized eleven Children, three 
grown Perfons, and the Communicants 
were 44. The Reader remarks this Mif- 
fion is but juft begun, and the Church- 
Members are daily increafing. 

ThePeopkof 5- Th E People of Naraganfett County 
Naraganfett made Application to the Biihop of London^ 

build aChurch * i-^r r -km^/t 

anddcfirca about the Year 1707, for a Mimonary, 
Miniftcr. ^^^ ^J^y^ ^ Church foon after by the vo- 
luntary Contributions of the Inhabitants. 
It is a Timber Building, and commodioufly 
fituated for thofe who generally attend Di- 
vine Service. It is diftant from Providence^ 
the neareft Church, 27 Miles. This County 

is 
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is above 30 Miles long, and between 12 and 
13 broad. There are near 4000 Inhabi- 
tants, mcluding about 200 N^roes. Their 
Bufinefs is Husbandry, their Farms arc 
large, fo that the Farmers feem rather 
Grafiers* They live at great Diftanccs 
from each other, and improve their Laxjds 
in breeding Horfes, Cattle, and Sheep, 
and carry the greateft Supply of Provifions 
to BoJiQfi Market. 

The People who appeared at firftde* 
firous of the Church of England Worftup, 
were but few, but they were very earneft 
for it. In the Year 17x7, the Society ap- 
pointed the Reverend Mr. Guy to that ThcReverend 
Place; he arrived there foon after, and eIJ^MU^fclwrJrhi-• 
trcd upon his Miffion with much ZeaU*^'* 
The Members of the Church of JS»- 
gland received him with many Tokens of 
Joy. They prefently provided him with 
a convenient Houfe, and be^aufe it was. at 
fome Diftaace from the Church, they pre^ 
fented him with a Horfe j and many other 
Ways iihewcd him Marks of their Favour* 
He was vexy well refp^ed by the Pco|de, 
and feveral who lived regardlefs of all Re« 
ligion before he came, began to be conftant 
Attendants at Divine Worfliip. He refided 
at Naraganfett (otherwife called Kingfiown) 

Y 3 and 
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and vifited by Turns the Pcoplfe of Free^ 
fawn^ I'herton, and Littk-Compton^ and 

^jjj fomc other Places. This Miflion Was rtty 

gent in hisDu- laborious, the Places far diftant, and the 

^•^'iv^'S Weather here changing fuddenly into fc- 

Phccthro'in-vcre Extreams j Mr. Guy contraded Indif- 

pofitions^ and found himfelf not able to 

bear the Fatigue, and was therefore, upon 

his Requeft, removed to Sotttb-Carolina in 

l/ix.Mackftar- ^7 ^9* The Revcrcnd Mr. Honeymany in 

r^/r font foif- the Vacancy of this Church, vifited the 

uonary hither. ' ' 

People at Times, and kept them together. 
The Reverend Mr. Mackjparran was ap- 
pointed Miffionary there ih 1720. In the 
following Year, he acquainted the Society, 
that his Congregation, tho' fmall at firft, 
confided then of about 160, with twelve 
Indian and black Servants ; that he had bap- 
tized thirty Pferfons, fix of them of a grown 
Age, between eighteen and fifty, the Com- 
municants were but twelve. But the next 
Year, the Members of the Church of En- 
gland increafed to 260, and he baptized 
ten growh Perfons, and in the following Year 
fifteen gfown Perfons defired and received 
Baptifm, ahd all thfe Church People, youftg 
and old, amounted to ^00. Mr. Mack-^ 
fparran continues now in this Miffioni 

6. Newbury Church wiis bui|t in the 

Year 
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Yeat 1711. It 18 a Timber Building, The People at 
50 Feet long, and 30 broad. The Rcve-aChmh."* 
rend Mr. Lampttm was the iaH feat Mifiio* 
nary hete, but he ftaid not long, having 
contraded a bad State of Health. In the 
Year 17 15, the .Reverend Mr. Ltfr« was ThcRcvercnd 
fcnt thither. His Congregation was but Miffion'^'^ 
fmall atfirft, the People having lived long ^^^^^'• 
in a Difufe of the Sacraments^ they ftill 
continued negligent of then^* Mr. Lucas 
not only by publick Difcourfes advifed 
them, but alfo viiited them, and ufed his 
bed Endeavours in private, to convince 
them of the Ufefulnefs and Benefit of both 
thofe Ordinances. He ufed alfo to go to 
Kittery, a neighbouring Place, and preach 
there s he had a large Congregation, fe* 
vcral Times, near 400 Perfons, who ex- 
prefled a mighty Defire to be inftrudled 
in the Principles of the Church of £«- 
gland. He baptized here many Chil- 
dren, and fevcn grown Perfons, one of 
which was 50, the other 60 Years old. He dies. Mr. 
Mr. Lucas died foon after. In the Year ££^^**^* 
1720, the Reverend Mr. Matthias Plant 
was appointed Miilionary. He was re- 
ceived with much Favour and Civility by 
the People of the Church oi England. He 
began to difcharge his Minifterial Office 
with Succefs, many People (hewed a great 

Y 4 Earneft- 
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Earneftnefs for the Publick Wotflup, and 

more coitfiiiuaUy were .added to them* 

They camxibut«l their u&al Bjttes very 

frankly . to Mr. PUmty and he was fo 

.fenfible of then* Favour in jaiany Refpe£t$, 

lie. makes this grateful Acknowledgement 

of it to the Society : ^^ I find both my 

Tlie Piu>ie ^^ People, and others the Inhabitants, very 

XS^^!** ^* civil, and indeed kind to me, feveral 

not belonging to my Church, contri- 
buting fomething to me ; and tho' my 
'^ Place is reckoned the fmalleft, I muft 
" confefs, that the Love I have for the 

People, and the truly good Will, and 
extraordinary Civility and Kindnefs I 

receive from them, makes me to efteem 
my Place as inferiour to none." Mr. 
in this ?bct Plant continues now in this Miflion, his 
withSttccds. Congregation now amounts to near 20Q. 

Some of his Hearers come frbm Tpwns 
.4> 5> . or 6 Miles diilant ; and their Num* 
ber is daily increafing. * 

The People 7* Marbkhead is a Sea-port, the fecond 

blad^ch^^dk'^^^^ ^ ^^ A^fw-E^argr/^;!^^ very confider- 

and defire a able fpr its Number of Inhabitants, for its 

Miniftcr. Commerce, and efpecially for the Fifliery 

carried on there. A great Number of thefe 

People were defirous to have the Church 

of England Service fettled there. In the 

Year 
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Year 1707, they made Subfcriptions for 
building a Churchy amounting to 416/. 
they wrote Letters to the Bilhop of Lm^ 
don^ and to the Society, acquainting them 
with their Defires of having a Minifter of 
the Qiurch of England^ and declaring their 
Intentions of building a Church* A handr 
fome Church was foon after built, and the TheRemenA 
Reverend Mr. Shaw was lent Miffionary ][Jj^^^** 
there, but he did not continue long. He but removes 
wrote Word, he had fallen into many In- ^"* 
difpofitions, by the Change of Climate, 
and the Severity of the Seafons fometimes 
there, and he removed. The Reverend Mr. ^^ 

David Mojfom was fettled there in 17 19. Mr. Mq^ 
He began his Miffion with much Dili-*"^**®^ 
gence; the Number of People attending 
Divine Worfliip was but fmall at firft^ 
However, many more conformed daily, 
and in about two Years, the Number of 
Communicants was doubled, thirteen grown 
Perfons had been baptized, and near 
feventy Infants. The Church ^x Newbury 
being about this Time vacant by the 
Death of Mr. Lucas^ Mn Mojfom vifited 
that People alfo upon their earnefl Request 
preached and adminiftred the Sacrament 
to a Congregation of above 160 Peribns. 
He proceeded with great Diligence in all 

Parts 
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Pam of his Duty. In the three IbUowing 
Yd&rt, he perftiaded nine ptvm Perfotis t<» 
reeeitre 6iptifm» and ^e Number of Com- 
m^nic^ts in M^bUbMi^ and from the 
ndigbbouring Towns> increafed to about 50. 
In the Year 1745, he acquainted the So- 
ciety, that in the foregoing Year, he had re- 
ceived into the Church five grown Perfons, 
two Men and three Women, and that fe- 
veral other grown Perfons were preparing 
for fiaptifm. He had alfo baptised two 
iVlegrdfj, a Man about 25 Years old, and 
a Girl about 12; and that a whole Family in 
Salertty a neighbouring Town, had conform- 
ed to the Church 5 fo that upon the whole 

faccdsfu!^ his Congregation increafed Oonfiderably. Mr. 

his Miflion. Mojpm dcfircd to be removed on Account of 
fome of his Family Affairs, and Mr. Pigot 
was removed from Providence to this Place. 
Jle hath acquainted the Society, that fincc 
^is Appointment here, that Church hath 
confidcrably increafed, he had baptized 23 
grown Perfons, a great many had joined in 
Communion, and he had reduced many 
from a difordefly and loofe, to a more 
ftrift and regular Behaviour, and by his 
inftrufting the Youth in the Principles of 
Religion, and the Doftrines of the Church, 
he had gathered a large Number of Ga- 
te- 



techumeii&. Mr. Pigof continui^ now 
h6re* 

8. TH£ chief Ihhafeittets of BHJtol, IttThcPcopfeof ' 
the YeAt 1726, Wrote Very earneft Letters Sf'^A^i ^fi« 
to the Bifhop of L&ndon and to the Society, pntfentiybuM 
fbf aMiniftcr of the Church of £»jAi*i/ c^^*- 
^d promlfcd to build a Chutch. Before 
they had aA Anfwer from the Society, they 
proceded to get Conttibutiotts to build 
one. Colonel Mackintofh gave the Ground 
the Church {hLnd$ upOil, ^nd 200/. Several 
Gentlemen, Members df the Chutch at 
B^t*, gave tool, othet Centleftieh at 
Nnbp9ti oti IRhode-IJUnd^ gave 106/. the 
neighbouring iTdwfts to Br\fiot gave a 
fmall Sum, and the rethaining Sum, am6Unt- 
iiig to near I660/. lva$ contributed by the 
People of BtiftvL This Place is very pro- 
per for a Church, Brijiot beihg the County 
ToViTti, and fituite in the Center of fix 
others, fo that the Inhabitants of thofe 
may refort hither to Divine Worihip. The 
Reverend Mr. Orem was fent Miifionary^^jj^^^^^l 
here ih 172^. When he arrived here, he M^. o^^^* wai 
fdUiid the Outfidc of the Churcli and the^' ^^^^ 
Steeple only finiihed. The People re- 
ceived him with great )Cindnefs, and there 
feemed to be a general Difpofition in the 
Inhabitants^ to have the Church o{ England 

Wor- 
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. Woiihip eftablifhed here. Tho' theChurch 
' was not floored, nor the Walls plaiftered, 
i!he People were zealous to have Divine 
S^vjcc jperformed^ in it : Which was done, 
zha ^ortns znA Benches were laid in it on 
SlturBi^y Night for the Auditory; and a 
iSi^ge Congregation, between 2 and 300 
« Perfons, came there ; not all Inhabitants of 
BHM bbt a great many from Swanfey, 
Tmerton^ and other neighbouring Towns. 
In n^B mean time. Workmen were cm« 
ployed^ continually upon the Church. Mn 
Oii^im Yoon after acquainted the Society that 
it'^was'^finiihed, being a handfome Timber 
BnilSAg *;6b f^eet long, and 40 broad, that 
tK&*InKabitants had fpared no Pains in car- 
rying oil the Work, and had expended above 
lifSbV/that Country Money, in complcating 
itt^^fet there was a very numerous Aflembly 
that^attehded Divine Worfhip every Lord's 
Dayy- and joined in the Service with the 
gi^Wifeeft Gravity and Decency ioiaginable, 
n»a!^ of which, before his Coming, were en- 
tif e Stingers to the Liturgy of the Church 
He is very di- of EHj^tdnd. Mr. Orcm gained theEfleem and 
^^loiu Aflfe^ttri .df the People very much, and pro- 
ceded in his Mtflion with Succefs. But about 
/ . . a Year After-, the Governor of New^Tork^ 
'y ^he <Pa9 acquainted with his Merit, in- 
vited bito' to conie to New-Tork^ and offered 

him 
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him a Commiffion of Chaplaio ^ tfi^ the '^^^ ,^y?"' 
King s Forces there, which iVir, Orem ac- Chaplain to 
ccpted of. The Society woulcj np| (q^fJp^*'* 
this worthy People, who had^xpreiTed fo 
hearty an AfFeftion for the Cfiurch, qCJ^^r^ 
l^/W,wantaMinifter. 'XT^e Keycf^p^I^^^^ 
UJher was appointed Miffionary, thcrjpui^'**''-^^^'^^- 
the Year following. He hath begua^i^ 
Miflion with Succefs, mugh refpedtcclr h]^ 
his Parifliioners, and very diligent. )a^)bi^ 
Minifterial Office. Eleven growiv rfttfons^ 
have been received into the Churcbu by- 
Baptifm, and the Communicants ^e,,^j 
creafed. He writes, " There is good )R*a-^, 
fon toexped a numerous Congreg^iop^ 
here in Time, the People, tho' at fiift 
they were not enough acquainted with 
*^ the Dodrines of the Church, yet intc^ 
they have had an Opportunity of .bfs^g,: 
better inftruded, they have, hyQpp^^ 
Blefling, heartily embraced her CpmiQU^T 
nion, and feem to be ftedfafUy gro^^pd u 
" in her Faith". The Town, ^n chi^ 
Body of People, liv ing near together^e^u^nds ^ 
about a Mile \n Length, and a QJMXi^er^^c '■^- -^ « 
Breadth. The Farmers live at ^ g^nsBf^:-* ^^ '', -J^^^ 

Diftancc, fome three, or^ four^M.ilo^! '^^r ^ 
A Church here feems very neceflaly, li^iot He is very d^ 
the very next Church is thirteen Mik* clHflS;^^."* 
Aant, and it would be very difiiculc-^fgo > 

there^ 
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there» efpistiall/ for the Young and the 
OU, bccaufe of a troublcfome Ferry which 
mufl be crofTed, and of the deep Snows 
which often fall in the Winter Times in 
thofe Parts, and render all Travdling ex- 
ceeding difficult. Mr. UJher continues now 
Miffionary here. 

The People of 9. T H E People of Strafford in ConneSifcut 
^''^^lifl-^/Colony, about the Year 1708, expreffed an 
»«7» -e^rneft Defire of having the Church oiEng^ 

hnd Worfhip fettled among them. I men. 
tioned a little above, that Mr. Muirfon and 
Colonel Heatbcote vifited this Town in 
1706, and they both wrote to the Society 
very much in Favour of this People, defiring 
s^MifBonary might be fent them. Robert 
Hunter J Efq; the Governour of New-Tbrk^ 
wrote thus concerning them in 171 1 : "When 
'* I was at ConneBicut^ thoie of our Commu* 
' " nion at the Church of Stratford^ came to 
^^ me in a Body, and then, as they have fince 
by Letter, begged my Interceflion with 
die Venerable Society and the Right Re- 
verend the Lord PiChop of London for 
a Miffionary ; they appeared very much 
'* in earneft, and are the beft Sett of Men 
** I met with in that Country". The So- 
ciety have had many other advantageous 
Reprefentations of them from their Mif^- 

fio- 
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fiooaries and others. However the Soci- 
ety could not fend a MiiBonary hier^ till 
the Year i/aa, fo much were tjijey ^tr 
gaged in fupplying other Places. The 
Reverend Mr. Pigot waa ient MiffioiWfy 
here, and To heartily were the People inr 
dined to the Church of £fltfi^ff</, thatlhe 
Difappointntent of having no Mifiionary for 
near 20 Years, did not make them change 
their well-grounded Judgment. They ro* 
ceived Mr. Pigst with all Kiodeef<» m4-. 
immediately fat about building a f)M»iik.p^%- 
for Publick Worfliip. Accordi<jgly ^ifi-f^^^'^' 
Church in Stratford was foundad in I793»^«' 
and the Building carried on a{)d (^otOi- 
pleated, partly at the Chajrge of tb« Churcih 
oi Et^lattd Members there, partly by ^he 
liberal Contributions of pious Qeadasion 
of the neighbouring Proviooes, «««*«r ^ ^,^^^ ^ 
with the Bounty of fame Travellers, who baiit here, 
occaficmally paifing by, contributed. It is 
a Timber Building, fmall« but joeat, 4$ 
Feet and a half long, and 30 broad, and 
20 up to the Ro<^. 

The firft People who ftrovc to have the 
Church Worihip iettled here, wexe about 
15 Families, moft Tradefmen, fome Huf* 
bandmen, who had been bo^o and bi:ed,iii 
England, and came aad fettled here. They 

by 
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by their Difcourfes about the Church Scr* 
vice^ (irft turning tKeir Neighbours Thoughts 
this Way. When Mr. Pigot fir ft came 
here^he had 150 Hearers, and 20 Commu- 
nicants, and foon after 30; he was verydi^* 
tigent in his Million, and extended his La* 
bours to feveral neighbouring. Towns. He 
preached at times at Fairfield^ which was 8 
Miles diftant from his abode, at Newton^ 
which is 20 Miles ofF> and at Ripton^ at the 
fame Diftance, and adminiftred both Sacra- 
ments at eachPlace.^ In 18 Months of his 
Continuance here, he brought over many to 
the Church, the Communicants increafed 
to 79, he baptized 57 Children, and fix 
grown Perfons* He defired, upon the Ac- 
count of fome neceflary Family Concerns, 
llr. Kgtt re- to be removed to Providence ^ and was fo. 
Zsiemi The The Reverend Mr. Jobnfon was appointed 
BeveNiidMr.|Q fucceed him in 1723. He was one of 
fiBcdsbim. thofe three Gentlemen, who left the Jni/^- 
pendent Perfuafion, and came to England 
iot Epifcopal Ordination in 1722, of 
whom more will be faid a little lower. 
\ iAt was known to, and much efteemed by 
the People at Stratford. He fat about 
li^ m Utthe Duties of hisMiniftry with Diligence^ 
Miffion. |jjg Congregation daily increafed. In the 

Year 1725, the Number of Communicants 
in Stradford, and from the neighbouring 

Towns, 
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Towns, rofe up to near loo, about 30 of 
which had been perfuaded to a Confor- 
mity by Mr. John/on -^ and in the Year 
1727, they increafed to 150 ; a great In-» 
creafe in five Years time, from there be- 
ing few or none, Communicants in this 
Place. 

I T was very neceflary to have a Church 
built at Stratford. That Townfhip is 
ten Miles fquare, and there was no Church a Church at 
Wejiward, within 40 Miles (except lately^Jf^^^*^ ^^"^ 
one at Fairfield^ which is eight Miles off,)* 
none Eajiward within 100 Miles, and 
there is no Church at all. Northward. 
Stratford lies upon the Sea-Coaft, an(f 
direftiy over againft it to the Southward^ 
lies Brookbaven upon Long-^IJland^ about ! 

20 Miles diftant from Stratford. If there 
were no Miffionary here, a very great^ 
Body of People would be deftitute of the 
Means of Publick Worfliip. The Towns^ 
in this Country lie thick, fcarce any at 
above ten Miles Diflance^ fome not five 
Miles off each other/ Some of thefe Towns * 
alfo, have feveral little Villages belonging . 
to them. Moft of the Towns confift of 

IT 

2, 3; or 400 Families. Tho' fcarce znf^ 
of them live contiguous, yet the main 
Body of the People of a Town, live in near 

Z Neigh- 
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Neighbourhoods. The Roads are gene- 
rally well cleared, and much ufed. It is a 
fruitful afld thriving Country. Mr. yohn-- 
ton continues now in this Miflion. 

TheRcverend ,© T H E Rcvcrend Mr. Caner hath been 
Mifllooary to appointed lately Mimonary to Fatrfield m 
FairjieU. ComeSHcut \ the Society have received 

Accounts from him, that the People of 
the Church Communion increafe confide- 
rably, and that he hath a Profpedt of good 
Succefs in his Miflion. The Reverend 
Mr. Miller was alfo appointed Miflionary 
at Braintree about the fame Time; no 
particular Accounts of his Labours have 
yet been tranfmitted from him. 

ir I. The Members of the Church Com- 
munion at Bojiimt the Capital of this 
Country, and where the Church Service 
was firft fettled, were now very much 
increafedj and in the Year 1722, a- 
grecd to build another Church at Bofton, 
The Reverend Mr. Miles, Minifter of the 
King's-Cbapel there, havmg obferved his 
Church was much too fmall, called his 
Congregation together, and reprefentcd the 
Matter to them. They were all unani- 
mous of Opinion, the prefcnt Church was 

not 
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not fufficicnt, and that it was neceflary 
to build another. They prefently chofe ^ «, p • 
Committee to take m Subfcriptions, for the ^tBoionhwl 
carrymg on of this Work. A haj^d^oraCc^^, 
Church hath been fince built, and Mr. 
Cutler appointed Miffionary there. 

Mr. Cutler yNzs bred in the Independent 
Way, became a noted Preacher, and was 
afterwards advanced to be Prefident of 
Jlj/^-College in New^England ; a Station of 
Credit and Profit. He difcharged the 
Duties of his Place with Reputation to 
himfelf, and to the publick Satisfadtion* 
He continued feveral Years in this Poft ; 
but began, upon more mature Confidering, 
to think it his Duty to leave the Tnde^ 
pendents, and join in Communion with 
the Church of England. Several other 
Independent Teachers, Men of allowed 
Chara^rs for Virtue and Learning, were 
of the fame Sentiments. Particularly 
Mr. Brown, Tutor in 3^/^-College, Mr. 
John/on and Mr. Wetmore. Mr. Cutler, 
Mr. Brown, and Mr. John/on, refolved to 
conform to the Church of England, tho' 
at the Lofs of the Preferment they had in 
the Independent Way ; and accordingly in 
the Year 1722, at a publick Commence- 
ment at Tale*Qo\\t%tr in New-haven, they 

Z 2 de- 
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declared their Conformity to the Church 
of Englandy laid down their Preferments, 
and came to England for Epifcopal Or- 
ders. 

The new Church at Bojion was now 
building, and all theMembers of the Church 
of England had a juft Value for thefe Gen- 
tlemens Integrity; they thought Mr. CuU 
lerhsA facrificed a very valuable Intereft, 
to a good Confcience, and agreed to 
chufe him Minifter of their new Church, 
when it fhould be built. They wrote 
very earneft Letters to the Bifliop of Lon-^ 
don^ and to the Society, requeuing their 
Favour to Mr. Cutler^ and praying the 
Biihop of London to licence him to the 
new Church at Bo/ion. The Society at 
this Time knew nothing of Mr. Cutlery or 
the other Gentlemen, but Letters came 
from the Members of the Church at New-- 
forty and feveral of the Miffionarics, giving 
an Account of their leaving the Indepen-- 
dents : They all three received holy Orders, 
but Mr. Brown died foon after ; Mr. Cutler 
and Mr. Johnfon, by their Behaviour here, 
appeared to deferve the Chara&er they 
brought from abroad* While they were 
in Englandy they vifited our Univerfities, 
and were received by the Vice-Chancel- 

lor 
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lor of each, and the Heads of Houfes, with 
peculiar Marks of Regard and Efteem. 
Mr. Cutler^ the elder Gentleman, had the 
Degree of Doftor in Divinity, conferred 
upon him, and Mr. John/on that of Ma- 
iler of Arts, by both Univerfities. 

Dr. Cutler foon after went over to'^^^^'^^f 
New^EnglanJ to his Church at Bojton. The tiedMiflionary 
Building was finiflied in a little above a Church at'^B^ 
Year : It is a handfome Brick Church, yofton. 
Feet long, and 50 wide, 35 high, the Walls 
2 Feet and an half thick s the Steeple's Area 
is 24 Feet fquare. As foon as it was fitted 
to have Divine Service performed in it, a 
numerous Congregation of iPeople, both 
from Bofton^ and the neighbouring Towns, 
attended the Publick Worfhip there, par- 
ticularly from Cbarlestowfiy which is.fepa- 
rated from Bqfion by a confiderable River. 
At the opening of this Church, the ufual 
Audience was about 400 Perfons, but they a numerous 
increafed continually, and now amount tOg^^J^^n^g^ 
near 800 commonly. The Members of thisga^on here. 
Church have, in many Refpedts, approved 
thcmfelves a worthy People, very devout 
in the publick Worfhip, and confcientious 
in their Lives and Actions j their Children 
are brought regularly to Baptifm, and the 
Communicants have lately amounted to 

Z 3 about 
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about 80. Dr. Cutler hath alfo inftruded 
fcvcral grown Perfons in the Duty and Be- 
nefit of Baptifm, and adminiftred it to them. 
He continues now in this Miffion. 

The Society have alfo maintained a 
'' Schoolmafter for feveral Years at Bofton, to 
teach the poor Children to read, write, and 
cypher, and have lately appointed Mr. Del- 
pecb to be Schoolmafter at Naraganfett. 
They have alfo by their Miifionaries diftri- 
buted above 1 100 Volumes of Books, betides 
large Numbers of fmall Tra£ts, among the 
poorer People. The Members of our Corn- 
Twelve munion have expreffed a hearty Zeal for it, 
built in this and have, by voluntary Contributions, built 
Government. 'Y^Kt\vc Churches in this Government. 
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CHAP. XIII. 

Tlbe Societv^s Method of Managing this 
Trtfi. Tlbeir fnore fpecial Rules and 
Order Sy relating to tbemfehes and to 
their Cffcers. 

AFTER the foregoing Relation of 
the Endeavours of the Society to 
propagate the Chriftian Religion by 
their Mi£ionaries abroad; there* remains only 
one Thing more to be done; namely, to giv6 
the Reader an Account of the Society's Man- 
ner of tranfadting Bufinefs at home. This 
is a Piece of Juftice due to the Publick, 
they ought to have an authentick and fa-* 
tisfadtory Account, how fo great a Truft 
is managed ; thro' whofe Hands, and after 
what Manner, the Adminiftration of this 
Charity pafTes ; how open and unfufpicious 
the Method of doing Bufinefs is ; and how 
difinterefted the Perfons are, who have the 
Diredion of it. The Perfons are. The 
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Bifhops of England^ fcvcral eminent Gen- 
tlemen and Merchants, and many of the 
Clergy: They drfc ail fo far from hav- 
ing any private Intcreft in it, that they 
are the only certain Benefadlors to it 5 for 
no one is admitted to be a Member, who 
hath not been a Benefadtor, or who doth 
not become a Contributor of an Annual 
Sum, and their Subfcriptions are the chief 
certain Fund. At every Meeting of the 
Society, all the Members are Summoned 
to attend; and the manner of tranfadling 
all Bufinefs is, by a Majority of Votes ; but 
upon any Debate arifing, the Qijeftion is de- 
cided by Balloting. The Society have made 
feveral By-Laws or Rules for their own Con- 
dud, that ifbthing might be done without 
mature Deliberation, to prevent any Mat- 
ter of Weight being pal&d by themfelves 
fuddenly, and upon Surprife. I (hall give 
the Reader their moft material Rules in 
their own Words. 

The Principal Rules in the Charter re- 
lating to the Management of this Truft, 
are thefe : 

That the Society meet upon the third 
Friday in February yearly, between the 
Hours of eight and twelve in the Morning 5 

and 
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and they, or the major Part of them that 
fliall then be prefent, (hall chofe one Pre- 
fident, one or more Vice-Prefidents, one 
or more Treafurers, two or more Auditors, 
one Secretary, and other Officers, for 
the Year enfuing, who fliall refpedively 
take an Oath for the due Execution of their 
refpedtive Offices. 

Th AT if any Officer die, or be removed, 
the Prefident, or one of the Vice-Prefidents, 
may Summon the Members to meet at the 
ufual Place of the Annual Meeting of the 
Society, and choofe another in his Place. 

That the Society meet on the third 
Friday in every Month, and oftner if Oc- 
cafion requires, to tranfaA the Buiinefs of 
the Society, and may at any fuch Meet- 
ing eled Perfons for Members. 

That no Aft of the Society be valid, 
unlefs the Prefident, or one of the Vice- 
Prefidents, and fevcn other Members, be 
prefent. 

That at any Meeting on the third Fri- 
day in the Months of November, February, 
May, and Auguft, yearly, and at no other 

Meetings, the Society, or the major Part 

then 
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then preicnti may make By-Laws^ and exe* 
cute Leafes. 

That the Society may depute fuch 
Perfons as they (hall think fit> to take Sub- 
fcriptions, and colle£t Monies contributed 
for the Purpofes of the Society. 

That the Society (hall yearly give an 
Account in writing, to the Chancellor^ or 
Keeper of the great Seal, the Chief Juilices 
of the King's Bench and Common Pleas, 
or any two of them^ of all the Monies re- 
ceived and laid out, and of the Mam^ement 
of the Charities. 

The principal By-Laws or Rules made 
by the Society are thefe. 

That the Form of the Oath to be ten- 
dered to all the Officers of the Society, be- 
fore they be admitted into their refpe£tivc 
Offices, be as follows : 



I 



A. B do Swear that I mil faithfully 
and duly execute the Office of 
of the Society for the Props^ation of the 
Gofpel in Foreign Parts, according to the 
hejl of my Judgment. So help me G OD. 

That 
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That there be a Sermon preached be* 
fore the Society on the third Friday in 
every February^ and that the Preacher and 
Place be appointed by the Preiident. 

That no Sum or Sums of Money ex- 
ceeding ten Pounds^ (excepting yearly Sa- 
laries to Miflionaries^ &c.) be difpofed of 
at any Meeting, unlefs fourteen Members 
of the Society be prefent* 

That proper and iignificant Heads 
of the feveral Orders and Refolutions of 
the Society, be taken by the Secretary. 

That the Minutes of the laft Day, and 
the Minutes of the intermediate Conmiittees, 
be read before the Society enters upon new 
Bufinefs. 

That the Secretary do from time to 
time, lay before the Lord Archbifliop of 
Canterbury y and Lord Bifhop of London, 
Copies of the Minutes taken at the Meet- 
ings of the Society. 

That a Committee of the Society be 
appointed to receive Propofals that may be 

offered 



34-8 Sfecial Rnks and Orders 

offered to them, for the promoting the De- 
figns of the Society, and to prepare Matters 
for the Conlideration of the Society. 

That fuch Members of the Society as 
come, or any three of them, be the faid 
Committee: That the faid Committee 
meet at the Secretary's Houfe in Warwick^ 
Court, the Monday immediately preceding 
the General Meeting (and oftner if necelTa- 
ry) at Four in the Afternoon. 

That no Motion for Money or Books 
be originally made or received at the Com- 
mittee. 

That the Prefident, or ftanding Com- 
mittee, when five are prefent, may have 
Power to appoint a Meeting of the So- 
ciety on extraordinary Occafions. 

That no Perfon be admitted a Mem- 
ber of the Society, till he be propofed at 
three general Meetings. 

That Eleftions of Members, and all 
other Matters that are put to the Qucftion, 
be determined by Balloting. 

That 
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That no Pcrfons be admitted Mem-* 
bers of the Society, unlefs they confent to 
fubfcribe fomething Annually for promoting 
the Defigns of the Society, except fuch as 
have been Bencfaftors. 

That when any Perfon is propofed for 
a Member of the Society, the Name of the 
Perfon that propofed him, be entred in the 
Journal at the fame Time. 

T H AT at every Eleftion of Auditors, one 
of the former Year be always chofen, as an 
Auditor for the Year enfuing. 

That the Accounts of the Society be 
Audited Yearly in "January. 

That every Audit be fairly entred into 
a Book kept for that purpofe by the Se- 
cretary, and examined and fubfcribed by 
the refpedtive Auditors. 

T H A T the Auditors be Summoned within 
a Month after every Audit, to examine the 
Audit after it is entred into the Book of 
Audits, and to fign the fame. 

That 
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That the Auditors do yearly dircft an 
Account to be prepared of all Monies re- 
ceived and laid out, and of the Management 
and Difpofition thereof^ and fee that Copies 
of fuch Account be yearly given, according 
to their Charter. And that fuch Account 
be entred into a Book to be kept for that 
Purpofe. 

That the Treafurer, or Treafurers, 
fhall be trufted with the Monies of the 
Society, upon his or their giving fuch Se- 
curity as the Society {hall approve. 

That the Auditors fee the Treafurer 
feal his Bond. 

That the Auditors in their Reports, 
enter the Names of all fuch Subfcribers, 
as have not compleated their Payments to 
the Quarter-day before the Audit ; and that 
the Particulars of the faid Report do al- 
ways lie on the Table. 

That all Benefa£tions and Entrance 
Money be regiftred in a Book kept for that 
purpofe 5 and that at every monthly Meet- 
ing of the Society, the Treafurer, if prefent, 

{hall 
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fliall charge himfclf under his Hand, in the 
fame Book, with all fuch Receipts : which 
Book, at every Audit (hall be laid before 
the Auditors. 

That the Treafurer do always in his 
Accounts mention the Date of the Order 
upon which he a£ts. 

That as foon as the Treafurer's Ac- 
counts are audited, the feveral Receipts 
and Vouchers of Disburfemcnts for the par- 
ticular Sums in the faid audited Accounts, 
be delivered up by the Treafurer, to be kept 
by the Society. 

That the State of the Society's Affairs 
with regard to their Expences and prefent 
CaiSi, be laid before the Society at every 
Quarterly Meeting. 

That the Secretary be always prelent 
at the Audit. 

That the Secretary keep a Regifterof 
all the Books allowed to MiiTionaries or 
other Perfons; in which the Miffionary's 
or other Perfon's Name, Place of Abode, 

and 
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and the. Time when he received the faid 
Books, are to be entred ; excepting the So- 
ciety's Anniverfary Sermons, and other 
fmalfTrads and Papers which are to be 
given away abroad. 

That all Letters from Miflionaries or 
others, of Bufinefs that concerns the So- 
ciety, be diredled to the Secretary of the 
Society. 

That the Secretary do prepare an Ab- 
Ara6l of the moft material Tranfadlions of 
every Year, which,' after it hath been ap* 
proved cff by the ' Society, fhall be pub- 
lifhed at the End of the Anniverfary Ser- 
mon. , . . 

That there . be but one MefTenger, arid 
that 'he be- cibliged to give fufficient Secu- 
rity for the Monies he fliall receive on the 
Society's Account, within one Month at 
fartheft after his Ele<aion into the Office. 

Th.at theMeflenger give Receipts. in 
his own Name, for the Monies he ihall 
receive from the Members j and that lie 
. pay the faid Mpnies to the Treafurer, ta- 
king his Receipt for the fame, which /hall 

be 
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That the Meflenger attend the Secre- 
tary tv^vy Monday y Wednefday and Friday^ 
and at fuch other Times, as the Bufinefs 
of the Society (hall require, and the Secre- 
tary fhall appoint. 

TleCONCLVSION. 

TH E three principal Articles pro- 
pofed to be treated of here, being 
now gone through; namely, the Occafion 
for Eftabliihing thia Society, the Succefs 
of the Miilionaries abroad, and the Ma^- 
nagement of this Truft at home : May 
we not upon the whole juftly think there 
hath appeared a peculiar Hand of Pro- 
vidence in guiding and profpering this 
good Work ; when we refled, that this 
Society hath, by the Help of a meer 
Providential Income^ arifing from unfore-^ 
feen Donations and Legacies^ together with 
the Subfcriptions of their own Mem- 
bers, been able to carry on a Work which 
feems to require a certain publick Revenue 

A a . for 



554 7^^ Qincli^^ 

for its Support. The Succefs of the So- 
ciety's Labours hath exceeded their firft 
Hopes. The Church of JS;i|^/^Whath bwn 
by Law eftabliOied in fomc Colonics; in 
others, numerous Congregations of People 
have been gathered, who have had the Be- 
nefit of the Adminiftration of G od's Word 
and Sacraments ; above Sixty Churches have 
been built, a very great Pody of People 
have been inftru6ted j many Schobls have 
been opened for the training up of Chil- 
dren and Youth in ih« Knowledge of the 
Chriftian Faith, and with convenient Learn- 
ing ; and above Eight Thau/and Volumes 
of Books, befides above One Hundred Th^u- 
fund fmall Trads, of Devotion and In*- 
ftrudion^ haye been difperfed among the 
Inhabitants. 

In Juftice and Honour to the Colonies 
it muft be remarked here, how much they 
deferved this Help of their Countr3rmen. 
Great Numbers of the moft worthy Pcr- 
fons in the richer Colonics (hewed a very 
earneft and (incere Zeal to have the Church 
of England fettled among them ; nay, in 
fome Colonies, during their unfettled State, 
many poor Inhabitants, who hadfcarce built 
themfelves Houfes, contributed towards. 

build- 
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building Churches. They have been ii* 
bertl m their Poverty ; and that Providence 
which hach in fo early a Seafon difpo&d 
them to be a Religious People, feems by 
that to defign them hereafter to be a great 
and floUrifhing People. 

The Propagation of the Gofpel, the 
fpreading of the Chriftian Faith, and fet- 
tling of the Church of England in the Co- 
lonies, containipg now a great Body of 
People, is plainly a Work of fo great Ex- 
cellency, it needs no Words to recommend 
it to a Chriftian. Efpecially if it be far- 
ther coniidered, that the numerous Pofte- 
rity of the prefent Inhabitants, will derive 
their Knowledge of the true Chriftian Faith, 
from the Labours of this Society i when 
thofe vaft Trada in America^ now waft 
Defarts and Wildemeffi^, may^ Ages here- 
after, become cultivated and • fruitful Coun-* 
tries, covered with Cities and Towns, and 
filled with Nations of Chriftians. 

In Gratitude to the Memory of the 
Founder of this Society, King WILLIAM 
the Third, it may not be improper to 
conclude this Treatife, with remarking to 
the Reader, the Ereding of this Corpo- 

ration> 
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ratu^i was among the laft Publick Anions 
v4; of his Heroick Life. After having res- 

cued . the Protcftant Religion in Europe^ 
and faved the Church of England here* He 
did by this laft AS, as it were, bequeath 
it to his American S\xh]^(£t as the moft 
valuable t<egacy, and greateft Bleffing. 



F I N I S. 



A 



i 




n; 



; • 



